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The EPA’s Watershed Protection Office makes an impact 
on w atershed management in the Laguna de Bay region 

in the Philippines. 

O n O ctober17, a 15-p eop le delegation from the Laguna de Bay catchm entarea in the 
Philip p ines cam e to visitthe W PO. The W orld Bank funded the delegation’s 2-week long 
journey through Australia. The p urp ose oftheirtrip was to gain som e insightinto the 
differentap p roaches ofcom m unity engagem entin catchm entm anagem entin Australia. 
RachelBarrattand Jacqueline Frizenschafp resented ap p roaches being used to dealw ith 
com m unity engagem entin ourw atershed. The challenge willbe how they m ightap p ly som e 
ofourm ethods to theirM anila w atershed w ith a pop ulation ofabout20 m illion, com p ared 
to ourm ultip le use w atershed pop ulated by ap p roxim ately 50, 000. 

The visitw as triggered by the EPA’s involvem entin three pesticide & nutrientresearch 
p rojects (one with a Philip p ines com p onent)currently being undertaken in the Lenswood 
C reek C atchm entin the M ountLofty Ranges W atershed. The p rojects are m anaged by som e 
ofthe Lenswood catchm ent’s p rim ary industry group s, governm entorganisations and the 
C SIRO . The EPA rep resentatives include C live Jenkins and Jacqueline Frizenschaf. 
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