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Mortalities must be dealt with on day they occur. They can be taken to a vet for disposal, buried 
on site in an approved mortality pit or taken to a waste depot licensed by the Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) to take such wastes. 
 
A mortality pit must: 
• be greater than 100 metres from the pool of the River Murray and above the 1956 flood 

level 

• be greater than 50 metres away from any other watercourse 
• not exceed 1.2 metres in depth 
• be backfilled with a minimum of 600 millimetres of earth, slightly mounded and compacted 

to control odour, vermin and fly breeding. 
 
Lime should be added at the time of deposition to assist decomposition. 
 
 
Checklist of environmental issues 
 

 Siting of facility and proximity of nearby dwellings  
 Scale and purpose of the facility  
 Regular cleaning regime of kennels and yards 
 Frequent collection of wastes, storage and disposal 
 Stormwater and wastewater independently managed 
 Mortalities removed and appropriately disposed of within 24 hours 

 
 

Draft standard conditions 
 
To use and adapt as may be applicable to a specific proposal 
 
1. The number of dogs (including pups over the age of four months) kept on the site at any time 

must not exceed ‘x’ in total. 
 
2. All kennels must have an impervious floor draining to an appropriately sized septic tank and 

subsurface soakage system designed and constructed to meet the South Australian Water 
Control Systems - Standard for the Construction, Installation and Operation of Septic Tanks 
in South Australia. 

 
3. Stormwater from kennel roofs must be collected for use on the property with overflow 

directed away from the kennel or yard wastewater treatment and disposal system in a 
manner that does not result in soil erosion. 

 
4. Solid waste from the kennels or yards must be collected and contained in sealed bins, prior 

to removal off site, so that odour does not cause a nuisance beyond the boundaries of the 
site. Such waste must be disposed of to a licensed waste depot.  
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5. The facility must be inspected daily by the owner or operator for any mortalities.  Any 
mortalities must be removed from the kennels on the same day as occurrence and disposed 
of via one of the following means:  
• taken to a veterinary surgery for disposal 
• buried on site in an approved mortality pit 
• disposed of at a waste depot licensed by the EPA to take such waste. 

 
6. The kennels and yards must be cleaned at least daily to ensure that there is no accumulation 

of wastes and the generation of offensive odours is minimised. 
 
The following note provides important information for the applicant and should be 
attached to the approval notice.  
 
The applicant is reminded of its general environmental duty, as required by Section 25 of the 
Environment Protection Act, to take all reasonable and practical measures to ensure that the 
activities on the whole site, including during construction, do not pollute the environment in a 
way which causes or may cause environmental harm.    
 
 

References 
 
The Environment Protection (Water Quality) Policy, 2003, the Public and Environmental Health 
Act 1987 and the Dog and Cat Management Act 1995 can be accessed through: 
www.legislation.sa.gov.au 
 
South Australian Health Commission, Waste Control Systems- Standard for the Construction, 
Installation and Operation of Septic Tanks in South Australia, 1995 can be found at: 
<www.dh.sa.gov.au/pehs/publications/Septic-tank-book.pdf> 
 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Legislation  

Legislation may be viewed on the internet at: <www.legislation.sa.gov.au>  
Copies of legislation are available for purchase from: 
Service SA Government Legislation 
Outlet 
101 Grenfell Street 
Adelaide SA 5000 

Telephone: 
Facsimile: 
Internet: 
Email: 

13 23 24 
(08) 8204 1909 
<shop.service.sa.gov.au> 
<servicesa@saugov.sa.gov.au> 

For general information please contact: 

Environment Protection Authority 
GPO Box 2607 
Adelaide SA 5001 
 

Telephone: 
Facsimile: 
Freecall (country): 
Internet:  
E-mail: 

(08) 8204 2004 
(08) 8124 4670 
1800 623 445 
<www.epa.sa.gov.au> 
<epainfo@epa.sa.gov.au> 

 




