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Wastewater management 
 
Fuel storage facilities (including overhead fuel tanks and hand pumps), or chemical and 
hazardous material storage facilities must be bunded and preferably rainproofed to minimise the 
risk of surface or groundwater contamination. The EPA Guideline for Bunding and Spill 
Management provides information on designing and managing bunded areas. 
 
Where mechanical servicing and maintenance for trucks is involved, the liquid waste from these 
activities needs to be collected and contained within a bunded and covered facility, and the 
wastes and other substances then directed to the sewer system (if available) or transported off 
site by an EPA-licensed waste removalist.  
 
Truck wash bays and similar washing facilities must include washwater collection and disposal in 
a covered facility where all wastewater and other substances are either directed to the sewer 
system (if available) or transported off site by a waste transporter licensed by the EPA. 
 
Any discharge of liquids from bunded areas or truck wash bays to sewer will require approval 
from SA Water’s Trade Waste Group. 
 
 
Stormwater management  
 
Roof stormwater should be collected for reuse and must be managed separately from potentially 
contaminated runoff (i.e. from carparks, hard paved areas or the ground). 
 
The facility should incorporate a stormwater management system for all areas where 
contaminated runoff may be generated (including carparks). Structural controls such as bunded 
storage areas, first flush diverters, gross pollutant traps, oil/water separators, hydrocarbon 
absorbers, infiltration basins (e.g. grassed or vegetated swales, garden strips or stone-filled 
trenches), sediment traps or soluble pollutant removers are all acceptable methods. Stormwater 
treatment specialists should be consulted to determine which management systems will be most 
effective.  
 
 

Water conservation  
 
Road transport depots should incorporate systems that enable the containment and reuse of 
water (including treated stormwater and wastewater) to replace potable (mains) supplies for 
operations such as landscape irrigation, toilet flushing and process water (e.g. machine cooling 
and cleaning). 
 
Behavioural work practices, such as stormwater drain labelling, signage displaying standard 
operating procedures and training employees are also encouraged but should be in addition to 
the in-built structural controls outlined above. 
 
 
Waste management 
 
Used oil and other wastes from truck service and maintenance activities need to be stored in a 
bunded and, preferably rainproof area to prevent the contamination of stormwater prior to 
being transported to a waste depot licensed by the EPA to accept that kind of waste. 



ROAD TRANSPORT DEPOT contd. 
 

environmental assessment guide road transport depot  

 
3 

 
Checklist of environmental issues 
 

 Siting of facility and proximity of nearby dwellings 
 Type of land uses in the vicinity of the site 
 Isolation of waste facilities/areas available method of removal from site 
 Scale of the facility and type and number of trucks involved 
 Arrival and departure times for trucks 
 Need to restrict operating hours to mitigate noise impacts 
 Surface pavements used by trucks are all hard stand areas 
 Bunding details, and consistency with EPA Guideline 
 Isolation of waste facilities/areas available method of removal from site 

 
 

Draft standard conditions 
 
To use and adapt as may be applicable to a specific proposal 
 
1. All roadways, entrances, loading and unloading areas, and other trafficked areas, must be 

hard surfaced using either bitumen, concrete, or other similar materials. 
 
2. All hard-surfaced areas must be kept clean by regular sweeping to minimise dust  and ensure 

it does not impact off site. 
 
3. Any material (fuel, solvents, coolants, degreasing agents etc) likely to pollute water must be 

stored within a bunded compound or area to prevent it from escaping into surface or 
underground water resources. 

 
4. All wastewater and cleaning liquids associated with any vehicle wash down activity 

undertaken on the premises must be collected or contained on the site, protected from 
stormwater intrusion, and regularly removed by a contractor licensed to transport the 
waste, or treated and disposed of to sewer (with the approval of SA Water’s Trade Waste 
Group). 

 
5. All used oils and other wastes from truck service and maintenance activities must be stored 

in a bunded and rainproof area prior to being transported to a waste depot licensed by the 
EPA to accept such waste. 

 
6. Stormwater from roofs must be collected for use at the site with overflow discharged 

directly to the council stormwater system via underground pipes, provided the water is not 
contaminated. 

 
7. All stormwater runoff from the car or truck parking, driveways, and other areas that are hard 

paved and used in conjunction with the development, must be directed into: 
• grassed swales, vegetated or garden strips 
• small infiltration basins over permeable soils 
• surface or underground stone-filled trenches (i.e. similar to a septic tank absorption 

field) 
• sediment traps, or 
• gross pollutant traps 
 



ROAD TRANSPORT DEPOT contd. 
 

environmental assessment guide road transport depot  

 
3 

which are sized sized to effectively contain and filter out sediment in a three (3) month 
average recurrence interval run off event. Allowance can be made to discharge stormwater 
overflow direct to the council stormwater system by means of a high flow bypass. 
 

8. Noise generated from the development must not exceed … between the hours of … and … 
measured and adjusted at the nearest sensitive receiver in accordance with the Environment 
Protection (Industrial Noise) Policy, 1994. 

 
The following notes provides important information for the applicant and should be attached 
to the approval notice  
 
The applicant is reminded of their general environmental duty, as required by Section 25 of the 
Environment Protection Act, to take all reasonable and practical measures to ensure that the 
activities on the whole site, including during construction, do not pollute the environment in a 
way which causes or may cause environmental harm. 

 
 

References 
 
Information sheets, guidance documents, codes of practice, technical bulletins etc. that are 
referenced in this user note may be found at: www.epa.sa.gov.au 
 
These include the following EPA Guidelines:  
Guidelines for Separation Distances, August 2000 
Guideline for Stormwater Management for Transport Companies, October 2003 
Guideline for Stormwater Management for Wash Bays, April 2004 
Guideline for Bunding and Spill Management, January 2004. 
The Environment Protection (Water Quality) Policy, 2003 can be accessed through: 
www.legislation.sa.gov.au 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Legislation  

Legislation may be viewed on the internet at: <www.legislation.sa.gov.au>  
Copies of legislation are available for purchase from: 
Service SA Government Legislation 
Outlet 
101 Grenfell Street 
Adelaide SA 5000 

Telephone: 
Facsimile: 
Internet: 
Email: 

13 23 24 
(08) 8204 1909 
<shop.service.sa.gov.au> 
<servicesa@saugov.sa.gov.au> 

For general information please contact: 

Environment Protection Authority 
GPO Box 2607 
Adelaide SA 5001 
 

Telephone: 
Facsimile: 
Freecall (country): 
Internet:  
Email: 

(08) 8204 2004 
(08) 8124 4670 
1800 623 445 
<www.epa.sa.gov.au> 
<epainfo@epa.sa.gov.au> 

 
 




