South Australia

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS
2018–2022
A better environment for the health,
wellbeing and prosperity of all South Australians

OUR VISION

A better
environment
for the health,
wellbeing and
prosperity of all
South Australians

South Australians take pride in their environment and are actively
involved in its protection and enhancement. Adelaide ranks highly
in terms of quality of life and is considered one of the world’s most
liveable cities¹.
Protecting the environment for our future generations is a shared
responsibility. The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has
a particular part to play in maintaining our high standard of
environmental quality.
Its statutory role includes ensuring that all reasonable and practicable
measures are taken to protect, restore and improve the environment,
and to safeguard people’s health and wellbeing through the regulation
of pollution, radiation and waste management activities.
The EPA seeks to achieve this in a variety of ways, from rewarding and
recognising leading sustainable practices through to applying a modern
approach to regulation that encourages innovation and supports a level
playing field.
The EPA also has a long and nation-leading history of assisting
our community to gain the highest value from our limited resources
through the recycling and reuse of resources such as waste and water.
This extends the value derived from these resources in a way that
contributes to a strong and secure economy for South Australia and
maintains the state’s clean and green credentials.
As part of meeting its responsibilities, the EPA works closely with
communities, industry, local councils, universities and government
agencies to enable innovative and sustainable environmental
practices. The EPA will continue to work with stakeholders and uphold
its focus on being a high performing, effective and trusted regulator.
The following pages in our Strategic Directions 2018–2022 set out the
vision and approach that will guide our work over the next four years.

¹ The Economist Intelligence Unit, The Global Liveability Report 2017.
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OUR STRATEGIC
CONTEXT
South Australia is
changing at a fast
pace, and the
following strategic
issues provide a
context for our
long-term objectives.

Public health and the environment: community awareness and
expectations are increasing around public health and the environment
Industry transformation: established industries are modernising and
new industries and services are emerging with the use of innovative
technologies
Urban renewal: housing and infrastructure renewal have a greater
focus on liveability and sustainability, with an increased consideration
of the interface between industrial and residential land uses
Energy mix: energy production is changing to lower-carbon
alternatives, with gas and renewables expanding
Access and transparency: information technology and social media
are opening exciting new opportunities on how we access information,
engage and communicate
Climate change: extreme weather events are becoming more
frequent, placing greater emphasis on the need for adaptation and
strong incident management
Legacy contamination: dealing with contamination from past activities
requires strong systems, science and community engagement
Resource recovery: community and industry expectations are
increasing for further innovation and opportunities in the management
of waste and resource recovery
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OUR OBJECTIVES

To achieve our vision,
we will:

SAFEGUARD communities and the environment

ENABLE innovative and sustainable industry practices

WORK with communities and industry to manage
environmental challenges

BUILD and share our knowledge, science and information

BE an effective and trusted regulator, striving for excellence
in our capability and performance.
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SAFEGUARD
communities and the
environment

We will ensure a
modern approach to
our regulatory role
in policy making,
development
assessment, licensing
and enforcement
to safeguard
communities and the
environment from the
impact of pollution,
radiation and waste.
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We will achieve this by:
applying risk-based and outcome-focused regulation to control
environmental harm
using robust enforcement for operators demonstrating poor
compliance behaviour
ensuring polluters are held accountable for managing the
environmental impact of their activities
using new and better technologies for compliance, enforcement and
incident response
developing the capability of our authorised officers and our
regulatory intelligence.

ENABLE
innovative and
sustainable industry
practices

We will support
innovation and the
application of
new technologies and
better practices
that will reduce
environmental
impacts and tackle
environmental
challenges.



We will achieve this by:
influencing long-term changes in sustainability practices and
behaviours
providing scientific and planning advice for new developments
contributing to the transition to a lower-carbon future
promoting recycling and resource recovery.
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WORK
with communities and
industry to manage
environmental
challenges

We will work closely
with communities,
industry, research
bodies and
governments to best
manage environmental
pressures, and identify
emerging challenges
and opportunities.

We will achieve this by:
engaging and listening to communities to better understand
environmental challenges
working with industry to identify issues and recognise opportunities
for better environmental practices
collaborating with research institutions to develop knowledge and
assist with solving environmental challenges
working with local government, other government agencies and
our peers in other jurisdictions to develop and implement
integrated solutions
leading by example with regard to applying sustainability practices.
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BUILD
and share our
knowledge, science
and information

We will share our
knowledge and
information, build
our scientific
capability and use
new technologies
to improve our
understanding
of environmental

We will achieve this by:

challenges and
support evidencebased decision making.

building our scientific capability and gaining access to
leading edge science.

engaging and sharing information with communities and industries
exploring new technologies for monitoring the environment
sharing our science and being open and transparent with
our information
working with research bodies and industry to learn and gain
new knowledge
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BE
an effective and trusted
regulator, striving for
excellence in our capability
and performance

We will continue
to improve our
organisational
capability, develop our
staff, and build a safe
and positive culture to
ensure that we perform
at our very best as a
modern regulator.
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We will achieve this by:
meeting community and stakeholder expectations and
being accountable
using new technologies and best practice regulatory approaches
investing in our staff development and leadership capability
building our stakeholder and community engagement capability
ensuring our decisions are made using the best available science
and knowledge.

9

South Australia
Telephone
(08) 8204 2004
Free call
non-metropolitan callers only
1800 623 445
Email
epainfo@sa.gov.au
Website
www.epa.sa.gov.au

