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Highlights from the Presiding Member and Chief Executive
We are pleased to present the EPA’s 2017–18
Annual Performance Report. The report outlines
the important work delivered by the EPA to
achieve a better environment for the health,
wellbeing and prosperity of all South Australians.
The key focus of safeguarding our communities
and the environment by applying modern
risk-based regulation remains a priority for our
organisation. Over the last year, the EPA has
continued working with industry and local government to progress South Australia’s significant waste
reform agenda. This agenda includes a range of measures to build more confidence for industry
investment in remanufacturing and local reuse, as well as improved sorting and processing to
enhance the quality of recovered materials. We are pleased that South Australia remains in a strong
position to continue as a leader in implementing innovative solutions to deliver more sustainable
outcomes.
Building on the EPA Board’s proactive approach to engagement, the Board held its annual industry
summit in June 2018 with representatives from business, government and industry associations in
attendance. The theme for this year: ‘Our new economy: Are you ready?’ continued discussion from
the 2017 Innovation Summit. It provided a forum for delving further into ways to respond to the
opportunities and challenges currently being presented to business in our rapidly changing digital
world. Key discussion points from the event included: the importance of an organisational culture that
enables and supports innovation amongst its employees; the need for business to work with local
communities to build a social licence; and the role of the regulator in enabling innovation whilst
ensuring a level playing field and strong enforcement for rogue operators are maintained.
Significantly, the Environment Protection (Waste Reform) Amendment Act 2017 commenced
operation from 28 November 2017. The reforms modernise and strengthen the EPA’s powers,
providing the necessary legislative underpinning for the EPA to better tackle illegal dumping and
achieve a suite of waste reforms, including strengthened stockpiling controls and reporting of material
mass movements across sites. During May, the EPA drew upon the special powers warrants
introduced under this Act with the assistance of the South Australia Police, National Heavy Vehicle
Regulator and local government to disrupt the illegal transporting of waste and the operation of an
illegal waste depot. The EPA-led operation resulted in the identification of more than 1,000 tonnes of
construction and demolition waste and the identification of asbestos-containing material within the
illegally disposed waste. This operation demonstrates the importance of the new powers and
collaboration across multiple agencies working together to target illegal operators and support the
legitimate waste industry.
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In February this year, the EPA welcomed a defining decision by the Supreme Court in upholding the
conviction of a company for failing to comply with its EPA licence conditions for storage of
construction and demolition waste (mixed) under cover. The Environment, Resources and
Development Court (ERD) fined the company $25,000 with associated costs. This successful appeal
upholds and reinforces the EPA’s longstanding regulatory approach and policies relevant to the waste
sector – specifically what is deemed waste and what can be claimed as product – an area that has
been a source of contention for the sector in South Australia and nationally for some time.
Likewise, the ERD Court’s decision in June about a breach of the Container Deposit Legislation (CDL)
was another significant result for the EPA. In the first conviction of its kind recorded in South Australia,
the Court found a person guilty of attempting to claim a refund on beverage containers purchased
outside the state. The successful outcome of this case is significant as it ensures the integrity of our
highly valued CDL system in South Australia.
The EPA’s longstanding commitment to ensure the environment and community are protected from
illegal operators or reckless behaviour was very much evident by the record number of finalised
prosecutions and completed cases. Our aim continues to be that the balanced and principled use of
our compliance and enforcement tools will ensure that our actions are consistent, fair and effective,
and provide assurance that the EPA will effectively fulfil its role of protecting the environment.
During 2017–18, the Environment Protection (Water Quality) Amendment Policy 2018 was approved
by Cabinet and by His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council. Extensive consultation was
undertaken and included numerous sessions with industry and the community with the amendment
coming into operation on 30 January 2018, making South Australia the first state to ban, through
legislation, the use of potentially hazardous fluorinated firefighting foams.
We are pleased that the vision of the EPA Board has again facilitated and strengthened engagement
between industry and communities with the development of the Industry: Guideline for community
engagement. Building on the success of the Site contamination: Guideline for communication and
engagement, the guideline has been designed to assist business to effectively achieve engagement
objectives and support the Board’s strategic objectives. It clarifies expectations about the need to
keep people informed and engaged by providing opportunities for early and meaningful engagement.
In preparation for the Board’s 2018 industry summit, the EPA also developed its fourth instalment of
the Good for environment: Good for business brochure with a regional focus. The brochure highlights
business and industry in regional and metropolitan South Australia leading the way in implementing
best practices and innovative solutions.
The membership of the EPA Board changed during 2017–18. We would like to recognise Adjunct
Professor Robert Fowler who completed his six-year term with the Board and Allan Holmes
completing in excess of 15 years’ service, including his recent term as Deputy Presiding Member. On
behalf of the EPA, we thank Robert and Allan for their valued service.

2

Environment Protection Authority Annual Performance Report 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018

Also, the Presiding Member’s term will come to an end on 30 June 2018. As Deputy Presiding
Member since 2013 and as Presiding Member since 2016, I have been honoured to lead the EPA
Board. During this time, I have seen the organisation position itself as one that facilitates progress
and growth, driving more proactive industry and community engagement, to ensure that our
environment remains protected. I wish the organisation and new Board well and continued success in
our commitment to live in a clean and green environment. As the Chief Executive of the EPA, I thank
Linda for her service to the Board, the organisation and the South Australian community and, in
particular, acknowledge her contribution to positioning the EPA as an organisation that ensures the
protection of our environment, whilst also facilitating progress and growth.
Finally, we acknowledge and appreciate the excellent working relationships with, and support from,
the previous minister the Hon. Ian Hunter, Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation
and the current minister, the Hon. David Speirs, Minister for Environment and Water. We also thank
our dedicated staff for helping to deliver the agency’s vision and upholding its focus on being a
high-performing, effective and trusted regulator.

Linda Bowes

Tony Circelli

Presiding Member

Chief Executive

Environment Protection Authority Board

Environment Protection Authority
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Our organisation
EPA role
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) is South Australia’s independent environment protection
regulator. We work to protect, restore and improve the environment through the risk-based regulation
of pollution, waste, noise and radiation. By working closely with industry, the community and
government, the EPA protects our unique natural environment while supporting economic growth and
improving wellbeing. The EPA’s aim is a better environment for the wellbeing and prosperity of all
South Australians.

Corporate governance
The EPA is a statutory authority, with a Board responsible for the carriage of the Environment
Protection Act 1993 (EP Act). The Board comprises between seven and nine appointed members,
whose skills, knowledge and experience collectively meet the requirements of Board membership, as
defined by the EP Act. The Board delegates specified powers to others in order to achieve the
objectives of the EP Act. While the EP Act is committed to the Minister for Environment and Water,
the Board is responsible for making decisions in relation to licensing and environmental authorisations
or enforcement, and for providing advice to the minister.
The EPA is also an administrative unit created under the Public Sector Act 2009, through which it
performs other functions for government, including administration of the Radiation Protection and
Control Act 1982 (RPC Act). Under the EP Act, the Chief Executive of the administrative unit is also
the Chief Executive of the statutory authority and an ex officio member of the EPA Board. The Chief
Executive is responsible to the Board for giving effect to its policies and decisions, and for the
performance of the EPA’s functions.

Functions of the EPA
The EPA exercises the powers, functions and duties of the EP Act and RPC Act to monitor, evaluate
and minimise human impacts on the environment by:
• licensing, inspecting and auditing activities that have an impact on the environment
• undertaking environmental assessment of development proposals referred via the Development
Act 1993 and Schedules 8, 21 and 22 of the Development Regulations 2008
• promoting best-practice compliance for licensees
• giving support to local government by providing expertise, training and information relating to the
local management of illegal dumping, local nuisance and waste management issues
• monitoring and reporting on air, noise and water quality
• assessing and reporting on industry monitoring programs
• developing environmental policies
• undertaking State of the Environment reporting
• advising on radiation safety regarding non-ionising radiation sources
• monitoring and assessing the use of ionising radiation in medical, research, industrial and mining
organisations.
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Organisational structure
The EPA’s organisational structure as at 30 June 2018 (see Figure 1) supports the effective delivery
of functions assigned to the authority by the EP Act and RPC Act as well as the achievement of the
EPA’s strategic directions.

for Environment
and Water

Radiation Protection

EPA Board

Committee
Radiation Protection

Environment

and Control Act 1982

Protection Act 1993

(Advisory)

(Governing)

EPA Chief Executive

Science and
Information
Directorate

Regulation
Directorate

Strategy and

Finance and

People and

Assessment

Corporate

Performance

Directorate

Group

Group

Figure 1—EPA organisational structure
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EPA Board
The EPA Board is the governing body of the EPA for matters related to the EP Act and provides
strategic direction, develops environmental policy and monitors performance.

Ms Linda Bowes

Mr Allan
Holmes

Mr Mark
Withers

Dr Helen
Macdonald

Ms Christine
Trenorden

Dr Stephen
Christley

Ms Catherine
Cooper

Mr Tony Circelli

Presiding
Member

Deputy
Presiding
Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Ex-officio
Member &
Chief Executive

Members of the EPA Board are appointed by the Governor of South Australia and are chosen for their
qualifications, experience and expertise. Board members for 2017–18 are listed in Table 1.
Table 1—EPA Board members
Qualifications, experience and expertise

Member

Presiding Member

Ms Linda Bowes

Deputy Presiding Member

Mr Allan Holmes

Environmental protection and management or natural resources management
Industry, commerce or economic development

Mr Allan Holmes
Mr Tony Circelli
Ms Linda Bowes
Dr Helen Macdonald

Local government

Mr Mark Withers

Reduction, reuse, recycling and management of waste or the environmental
management industry

Ms Catherine Cooper
Mr Mark Withers
Mr Allan Holmes
Ms Catherine Cooper

Management generally, and public sector management

Dr Stephen Christley
Mr Tony Circelli
Mr Allan Holmes

Environmental law

Ms Christine Trenorden

Environmental conservation and advocacy about environmental matters on behalf of
the community

Ms Christine Trenorden
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Membership of the EPA Board
During the 2017–18 reporting period:
• Ms Linda Bowes was reappointed to the Board as Presiding Member on 10 March 2018 to 30
June 2018.
• Mr Allan Holmes was reappointed to the Board as Deputy Presiding Member on 10 March 2018
to 30 June 2018.
• Prof Robert Fowler’s term as a Board member ended on 3 August 2017, after six years of
service.
Regarding longer-term appointments:
• Ms Christine Trenorden was reappointed as a member for a two-year term until 30 June 2020
following an interim three-month extension from 10 March 2018 to 30 June 2018.
• Dr Stephen Christley was appointed as a member on 15 August 2017. Dr Christley was
appointed for his general and public sector management experience.
• Ms Catherine Cooper was appointed as a member on 15 August 2017. Ms Cooper was
appointed for her experience in reduction, reuse, recycling and management of waste, as well as
her experience in general and public sector management.
On 28 June 2018, His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council appointed the following
members, effective from 1 July 2018:
• Ms Catherine Cooper as Presiding Member until 30 June 2021
• Dr Stephen Christley as Deputy Presiding Member until 30 June 2021
• Mr Christopher Stathy and Ms Nancy Cromar as new members of the EPA Board for a two-year
term until 30 June 2020.
The new appointments follow the departure of valued and long-serving Board members Ms Linda
Bowes and Mr Allan Holmes. After long periods of service, both had chosen not to renominate after
their terms expired, opting to allow for new skills and talents to be brought to the EPA Board.

EPA Board committee listing
Section 17 of the EP Act allows the EPA Board to establish committees or subcommittees to provide
advice to, or assist with carrying out the functions of, the Board, or as required by the Regulations.
The Risk Management and Audit Committee, Site Contamination Auditor Accreditation Committee
and State of the Environment Report Project Committee have been established by the Board.

Risk Management and Audit Committee
The Risk Management and Audit Committee was initially established by the Board in March 2009.
The role of the committee is to assist the EPA with achieving its objectives by providing a systematic,
disciplined approach to the evaluation and improvement of the effectiveness of risk management,
internal controls and governance processes. The committee meets three times each year with an
additional special meeting every August to review the EPA financial statements.
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Site Contamination Auditor Accreditation Committee
The Site Contamination Auditor Accreditation Committee was established in August 2008 to advise
the Board on the accreditation of site contamination auditors. The committee is required to meet
annually and met in July 2017 to consider applications from persons seeking accreditation as a site
contamination auditor, pursuant to the EP Act.

EPA Board general and special meetings
A total of 11 Board meetings were held during the 2017–18 period. The EPA hosted an industry
summit in June 2018 with 62 representatives from industry and across government to discuss topics
of shared interest relating to industry collaboration, innovation and sustainability for both South
Australian businesses and the EPA. Key themes identified during the summit were:
• strong leadership and organisational culture to enable and support innovation
• the importance, for business, of engaging with its local communities (and the role the EPA has in
assisting with this process)
• the role of the regulator in enabling innovation and providing a leadership role across
government.
In addition, a Community and Environment Groups Forum was held in October 2017. Dr Philip
Roetman, Research Fellow in the School of Natural and Built Environments, University of South
Australia was the keynote speaker at the forum, which focused on ‘Community as the Eyes and Ears
of the Environment’. Key themes and discussion points included:
• opportunities for collaboration between government and community groups to improve the
quality and availability of environmental information
• information and data to be made available to enable the community to be informed and engaged
in policy decisions regarding the environment
• opportunities for new technologies for improving access to information and community
participation.
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Radiation Protection Committee
The Radiation Protection Committee (RP Committee) is an expert advisory body for matters related to
the RPC Act. The RP Committee consists of ten members, with a Presiding Member, appointed by
the Governor of South Australia. The Presiding Member must be an officer or employee of the
department of the minister to whom the RPC Act is committed (that is, the EPA). The specific
membership qualifications and expertise relevant to the administration of the RPC Act are prescribed
in section 9 of the RPC Act. Section 10 provides that the Governor of South Australia may appoint a
suitable person to be a deputy member of the RP Committee. The three-year term of the RP
Committee commenced on 27 November 2015 and expires on 26 November 2018. The members and
deputy members for the reporting period are listed in Table 2.
Table 2—Radiation Protection Committee members
Members

Section of the RPC Act

Deputy members

Mr Tony Circelli

9(2)a

Vacant

Dr Sarah Constantine

9(2)b

Dr Michelle Nottage

Ms Cara Miller

9(2)c

Mr Costas Kapsis

Mr Graeme Palmer

9(2)d

Dr Kent Gregory

Adj Prof Nigel Spooner

9(2)e

Dr Judith Pollard

Prof Eva Bezak

9(2)f

Ms Jill Fitch

Dr Ian Kirkwood

9(2)g

Dr Michael Kitchener

Mr Greg Marshall

9(2)h

Mr Jim Hondros

Prof Pamela Sykes

9(2)i

Dr Michael Lardelli

Radiation Protection Committee meeting outcomes
During 2017–18, the RP Committee met on four occasions and considered many of the radiation
protection matters presented in this report. It also discussed and provided expert advice, including
the:
• requirements for registration of medical radiation apparatus, based on compliance with
Regulations and radiation and clinical risks, for diagnostic imaging facilities
• review of licence conditions for new mining and mineral processing operations.

Radiation Protection Committee membership
After a long period of service, Ms Iris O’Rourke resigned from the RP Committee on 12 March 2018.
Ms O’Rourke was appointed Deputy Member from 26 May 2014 until 25 November 2015, and
Member from 27 November 2015. We thank Ms O’Rourke for her valued service to the Radiation
Protection Committee.
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EPA Strategic Directions for 2015−18
The Strategic Directions 2015–18 sets the long-term objectives for the organisation for ‘a better
environment for the wellbeing and prosperity of all South Australians’. These strategic directions have
been implemented across the key operational and strategic areas of the EPA’s business. They build
on the EPA’s achievements over the previous two decades to improve the state of the South
Australian environment and provide a framework for the achievement of the objects of the EP Act.
The Strategic Directions 2015–18 provides three key objectives that, together, represent the basis for
achieving the EPA’s environmental goals in accordance with the state government’s priorities.
These objectives are as follows:
1. Support wellbeing and prosperity by creating a place where current and future generations can
thrive.
2. Keep people informed and engaged by providing opportunities for early and meaningful
engagement.
3. Be an effective and trusted regulator by building trust and confidence, and maximising the
potential of the EPA’s people.
In achieving its vision for a better environment for the wellbeing and prosperity of all South
Australians, the EPA continues to develop and apply modern and innovative approaches to tackle
environmental challenges, such as:
• major point sources of pollution and waste
• South Australia's legacy issues, particularly contamination and the interface between industry
and residential dwellings
• increasing urban and infrastructure development and renewal
• illegal or inappropriate management of waste and resource recovery
• broader issues of statewide significance, such as the potential impacts of renewable energy and
climate change
• the impacts of mining in South Australia and its associated infrastructure.
During 2017‒18, the EPA Board started the development of new long-term strategic directions for the
agency for 2018 to 2022. The new strategic directions are expected to be launched during the second
half of the 2018 calendar year.
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EPA Corporate Plan for 2017–18
The Corporate Plan 2017–18 identifies the EPA’s priority initiatives for the financial year in alignment
with the EPA’s Strategic Directions 2015–18. The plan’s focus is centred on providing opportunities
for early and meaningful engagement with the community, implementing regulatory reforms that
provide a more even playing field for industry development and growth, and continuing to build an
EPA culture of high performance.
A number of priorities were developed for implementation in 2017–18 under each objective of the
Strategic Directions 2015–18. The EPA’s performance against these priorities is reported in the
performance highlights section of this report.
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Our performance highlights
EPA Corporate Plan snapshot achievements during 2017–18
The EPA’s performance against its strategic objectives is discussed as follows.
Support wellbeing and prosperity: Creating a place where current and future generations can thrive
Create a level playing field and provide business certainty through improved regulation in the waste
and resource recovery sector
The Environment Protection (Waste Reform) Act 2017 came into effect on 28 November 2017. Key
amendments through the Waste Reform Act support a strong, legitimate resource recovery sector,
and also strengthen the EPA’s ability to prosecute illegal dumping cases for the benefit of our
community and the legitimate waste and resource recovery industry. New powers include
expiations for breach of licence conditions and new authorised officer powers.
A voluntary reporting pilot project on waste management mass balance reporting (improved record
keeping and reporting requirements) was initiated with selected waste facilities in February 2018.
The purpose of the pilot project is to trial methods of measurement, accounting and reporting to
ensure a practical and effective system of waste reporting is established. The pilot project will track
reporting through to December 2018.
The EPA increased its use of surveillance technology (drones and mapping imagery) to
complement its compliance and enforcement approach. To meet its broader waste reform project
priorities, the EPA plans to control the safety of waste material stockpiling by implementing audits
of priority resource recovery sites to develop guiding principles. These principles will support the
prioritised and coordinated amendment of licence conditions.
Safeguard the community through improved management of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances in
the environment
South Australia became the first state to ban potentially hazardous fluorinated fire-fighting foams
containing per- and poly- fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), to protect our waterways and
groundwater. The ban came into effect on 30 January 2018 following the amendment of the
Environment Protection (Water Quality) Policy 2015 under the Environment Protection Act 1993.
Support sustainable urban renewal through improved planning and environment protection policy
The EPA continued to work with the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI)
on the transition to the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016, including new
assessment and policy changes, and participated in the preparation of the state planning policies
(SPPs). In partnership with DPTI, the EPA worked to explore how emissions and hazardous
activities, water quality and site contamination will be addressed by SPPs, referral mechanisms and
the future drafting and management of Planning and Design Code policies.
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Protect communities by assessing orphan contaminated sites and strengthening our community
engagement approach
The EPA published a regulatory and orphan site management framework that documents the
regulatory process applied by the EPA regarding the management of site contamination in South
Australia. The EPA continues to actively assess orphan site contamination issues on behalf of
government, with assessment works continuing at Glenelg East, Thebarton and Unley.
The EPA continued to oversee the installation of mitigation systems at Beverley and Thebarton.
Validation work for these systems at Thebarton are ongoing.
A total of 512 interactions with residents and stakeholders were recorded by the community
engagement team, which also facilitated four community sessions about orphan site assessment
areas in 2017–18.
Improve services to the community by working with local councils in managing litter and nuisance
The EPA supported local government in the implementation of the Local Nuisance and Litter
Control Act 2016 by continuing to provide training, information resources and on-site support to
assist local, regional and metropolitan councils with understanding this Act and the practical
implementation of its provisions. This Act provides the community with an efficient and effective
local service for the management of nuisance complaints and heightened deterrence for littering
and illegal dumping.
Support the development of the medical precinct by facilitating safe and effective medical radiation
technologies
The EPA provided ongoing support and expertise, regarding radioactive waste management
planning, to the South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute, Australian Bragg Centre
for Proton Therapy and Research, the University of Adelaide's Health and Medical Sciences
Building and the University of South Australia's Health Innovation Building. The EPA’s involvement
highlights its safety oriented role in contributing to the development and commissioning of
infrastructure and technology, and at the new Royal Adelaide Hospital in particular.
The EPA continued to engage with owner representatives of the proposed proton therapy facility in
Adelaide to ensure inclusion of relevant design standards ahead of construction commencement.
Keep people informed and engaged: Providing opportunities for early and meaningful engagement
Support small and medium enterprises by providing guidance on compliance and fostering
innovative practices
The EPA continued to support small to medium enterprises through monthly visits to the Office of
the Small Business Commissioner, attendance at the Small Business Commissioner’s BizLink
seminars and sponsorship for the Business SA Export Awards. In preparation for the Board’s 2018
industry summit, the EPA also developed its fourth instalment of the Good for environment: Good
13
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for business brochure with a regional focus. The brochure highlights business and industry in
regional and metropolitan South Australia leading the way in implementing best practices and
innovative solutions.
The EPA also developed the: Industry: Guideline for community engagement to assist industry with
improving its community engagement practices, where activities impact or have the potential to
impact on the community. This guideline was developed in line with the objectives outlined in the
EPA’s Partnerships and Engagement Framework 2016–18.
Improve access to our data and provide more user-friendly information for the community and
industry
Air quality monitoring data is regularly made available at www.data.sa.gov.au, which has had
improvements made through the display of real-time, air- quality-related information affecting key
communities and industries. Validated datasets are uploaded monthly onto the EPA website.
Support was received from the City of Port Adelaide Enfield in March 2018 to run a joint air quality
monitoring project with the EPA on the LeFevre Peninsula. This initiative will assist the EPA to gain
a better understanding of community exposure to a range of emissions. The intention is to analyse
the data and share findings with a range of stakeholders, including communities, planning
authorities and local government.
The EPA website also provides content regarding key licensed sites, community engagement
initiatives, ongoing air quality information and details of the EPA’s regulatory activities.
Develop the State of the Environment Report in collaboration with stakeholders
The objective of the State of the Environment Report (SoER) is to report on the condition of the
state’s natural resources and on trends in environmental quality. The aim is to improve
understanding of the environmental challenges faced and opportunities that arise, and to support
the effort to achieve a more sustainable South Australia. Content was completed for all the main
chapters of the 2018 SoER. A number of government departments contributed to the identification
of relevant data and the content review. Engagement sessions were also conducted with
conservation groups to help identify key issues and case studies. Remaining tasks include
completion of a summary report and draft recommendations for EPA Board consideration ahead of
publication, which is scheduled for late 2018.
Statutory State of the Environment Reports are produced every five years under the EP Act, and
are an important contribution to improving public information about the South Australian
environment.
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Be an effective and trusted regulator: Building trust and confidence, maximising the potential of our
people and developing our organisational capability
Support our staff by providing a safe, flexible and respectful workplace
The EPA maintained a committed focus on workplace health and safety, and was awarded bronze
status by the NB&A Group (training provider) in September 2017 for ensuring that 15 staff
members (5% of the staff complement) were trained as first aid providers for mental health. In
addition, all EPA leaders were trained in mental health awareness.
The third biennial EPA Staff Perspectives Survey was launched in February 2018. Staff were
encouraged to participate in the survey and provide views on the EPA’s performance as an agency.
Survey findings will be used in finalising the agency’s next High Performance Framework capability
improvement plan.
A training module on identifying and responding to domestic violence symptoms/impacts in the
workplace was delivered for managers and team leaders as part of the EPA’s White Ribbon
Accreditation operational plan.
Bystander Intervention Workshops were delivered to empower EPA employees with the knowledge,
skills and confidence to safely intervene in situations where the respect or safety of women and
men is at risk, and formed part of the EPA’s broader vision to maximise staff awareness of
domestic violence situations facing individuals and families.

Our performance scorecard
The EPA’s Performance Measurement Framework allows it to track and report on progress made
during the year. The EPA’s performance scorecard provides a summary of key performance
measures, as shown in Table 3.
Table 3—Performance scorecard
Objective

Level of
control

1

Performance measure

2017–18

target

result

11,808

as
required

10,080

3,521

3,476

as
required

1,166

44

47

as
required

29

• Port Pirie Oliver Street

0.28

0.32

<0.50

0.43

• Pirie West Primary School

0.27

0.40

<0.50

0.42

# of enquiries made to the EPA

L

# of environmental incident
reports received by the EPA

L

# of audit commencement
notifications (site contamination)
recorded on the Public Register

M

2017–18

12,217

L

Safeguard communities

2015–16 2016–17

Avg. annual concentration of
airborne lead within agreed limits
at key Port Pirie community sites
(µg/m3)2 3
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Objective

Protect our
environment

Level of
control

Sharing information and
being transparent

Effective responses and
interventions

High quality services

Be a high-performing
organisation

1

Performance measure

2015–16 2016–17

2017–18

2017–18

target

result

99

135

as
required

190

# of active EPA authorisations

2,136

2,135

as
required

2,148

H

% of EPA responses to statements
of intent and development plan
amendments made within
statutory timeframes2

97%

100%

100%

100%

H

% of EPA responses to
development application referrals
made within statutory timeframes2

99%

97%

100%

95%

L

Waste to landfill (kilotonnes)

877

855

<896

865

L

% of containers returned for a
refund

76%

80%

80%

77%

H

% of radiation reports from
uranium mines and new projects
assessed 2

100%

100%

100%

100%

M

# of visits to the EPA website

M

# of followers on Twitter

H

L

# of new EPA authorisations

L

Enable sustainable
urban development

Promote innovative and
sustainable industry and
mining practices

1

205,859

266,395 >200,000

293,876

1,184

1,630

1,800

1,867

# of inspections and audits to
ensure compliance 2

701

721

700

725

H

% of all new diagnostic X-ray
apparatus fully registered under
third party certification program

88%

87%

90%

86%

L

# of calls received by the EPA
Asbestos Hotline

759

947

as
required

551

H

% of mandatory attendance
emergency incidents where
Emergency Response Team (ERT)
on scene within two hours

100%

100%

100%

100%

M

% of surveyed callers either
satisfied or very satisfied with
overall service provided by the Call
Centre2

88%

76%

80%

74%

H

% of CARES incidents and enquiries
actioned within three business
days

83%

81%

80%

76%

H

% of licence applications
determined within the prescribed
(statutory) time period

78%

86%

100%

88%

H

% of capability improvement
actions completed or on track to
be completed within planned
timeframes

83%

80 %

100%

80%

H (High), M (Medium), L (Low). 2Performance indicator in 2017–18 Agency Statement. 312 month average applies to Nyrstar

data
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Our initiatives and programs 2017–18
The EPA undertakes a number of environmental programs and functions that contribute to the
achievement of the objects of the EP Act and the RPC Act, and other relevant legislation. The key
programs and activities undertaken by the EPA to meet these objects are highlighted as follows.

Regulatory responses
Flinders Power closure—Port Augusta
Throughout 2017-18, the EPA has continued to ensure Flinders Power is operating in accordance
with the conditions of its EPA licence while it implements its Closure and Post Closure Plan for the
facility. During this period, the EPA has undertaken frequent site inspections, met regularly with
Flinders Power, attended regular Community Reference Group meetings, liaised with local residents
and provided up-to-date information via the EPA website.
The EPA required that Flinders Power, via the conditions of its licence, undertake an assessment of
options for reducing impacts from particulate matter (dust) leaving the premises. The resulting report
must outline proposed actions to be taken to further prevent dust impacts on the Port Augusta
community while the long-term rehabilitation works continue.
Since the beginning of 2017, the EPA has undertaken 11 formal inspections of the Flinders Power
site, four of which were unannounced. The EPA attended nine Community Reference Group meetings
and met regularly with Flinders Power, other South Australian Government departments and
numerous independent experts. The EPA has also engaged with members of the local community
and held an information session that was attended by 165 people.
Flinders Power submitted its initial Options Assessment Report on 29 June with further assessment to
be provided in July 2018. Once the EPA is satisfied, Flinders Power will be required to implement the
approved options, and the EPA will continue to regulate the effectiveness of these measures on
reducing impacts on the Port Augusta community.

Adelaide Brighton Cement
A new licence for Adelaide Brighton Cement (ABC) operations came into effect on 1 November 2017.
This licence has been issued for a standard term of five years and will be due for renewal on
1 November 2022. In developing the conditions of the licence, the EPA considered feedback from the
community and the company, prior environmental performance, the availability of new data or
scientific information, technological developments, as well as the legal requirement that all conditions
must be linked to the legislative powers of the EPA under the Environment Protection Act 1993.
Since 2001, licence conditions have been in place to enable ABC to trial the use of Alternative Fuel
and/or Raw Materials (AFRM) as a supplement to natural gas for fuelling its cement kilns at
Birkenhead. The EPA approved AFRM use to include demolition wood waste (that contained 10%
plastics), black sand, blast furnace slag and used foundry sand.
In October 2016, the EPA received an application from ABC to increase the allowable percentage of
plastic (from 10% to 20%) in the alternative fuel. Before these changes were considered for approval,
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the EPA required a detailed pre-trial report, the completion of the approved trial methodology and
submission of a post-trial report.
This change-of-process request from ABC triggered a licence relaxation process resulting in a public
notification and consultation process. On 14 June 2018, the EPA approved the process change and
ABC’s environmental authorisation (Licence 1126) was amended to permit an increase in the
allowable maximum plastic content (by weight) to 20%.
The EPA placed additional controls to ensure compliance with current Environment Protection
Policies and the maximum allowable plastic content of 20%. The licence now aligns with the Refuse
Derived Fuel Standard, which is referenced in the Environment Protection (Waste to Resources)
Policy 2010. The term ‘refused derived fuel’ has been applied to the licence to more accurately reflect
what can be received and used as an alternative fuel. The EPA required ABC to develop a recovered
product plan, which has now been approved.
These controls ensure that quality assurance measures are in place and that appropriate material is
received and used.

Nyrstar—Interim licence consultation
Port Pirie is the location of one of the world’s primary lead smelters. Located on the eastern shore of
the Upper Spencer Gulf in South Australia, the Port Pirie smelter has been in constant operation for
over 127 years. An EPA licence is issued for a set term and, at the end of this term, the holder of the
licence must apply for a renewal. Nyrstar’s EPA licence was due for renewal on 30 June 2018.
The EPA issued Nyrstar with an interim licence while it undertakes its ongoing improvement programs
as part of its new redeveloped facility. The smelter redevelopment will assist with delivering a more
stable operation and improved environmental performance, with a reduction in lead emissions in the
long term. The EPA finalised the process of determining what conditions are appropriate for their next
licence, which is set to commence on 1 July 2018.
To ensure the community was kept well informed of Nyrstar’s licence renewal, EPA officers travelled
to Port Pirie in May 2018 to meet with interested members of the community. The EPA considered all
feedback from the community, including previous information provided, together with information
provided by Nyrstar before finalising the licence conditions.

Flinders Ports—Port River dredging
In May 2017, the former Minister for Transport and Infrastructure officially sponsored Flinders Ports
Pty Ltd’s proposed Outer Harbor channel dredging project as ‘public infrastructure’ under section 49
of the Development Act 1993. This designates the Minister for Planning as the relevant planning
authority in relation to the proposal, where the minister makes a decision following the receipt of an
assessment report from the State Commission Assessment Panel (SCAP).
In July 2017, Flinders Ports lodged a development application with the SCAP to widen the existing
Outer Harbor shipping channel to accommodate larger vessels. As the Flinders Ports development
application involved an activity that required a licence to operate under the Environment Protection
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Act 1993 (that is, dredging), the Development Regulations 2008 required the application to be
referred to the EPA for environmental assessment advice.
The SCAP referred Flinders Ports’ development application to the EPA shortly after receiving it in July
2017. Following a number of further information requests and meetings with the applicant and their
consultants, the EPA submitted a formal response to the SCAP on 29 November 2017, followed by
supplementary advice in December 2017.
EPA staff attended SCAP’s public hearing into the dredging development application on 18 January
2018 and provided verbal responses to questions from SCAP members at the hearing. On the same
day, the EPA posted its advice to SCAP.
In February 2018, the former Minister for Planning (John Rau MP) asked the EPA to provide further
advice in relation to several matters, including the potential disposal of spoil to land rather than at sea.
In order to respond to these questions, the EPA:
• sought further information from Flinders Ports about potential land-based spoil disposal options
and issues
• engaged an independent expert from Mockinya Consulting to review of the options for potential
land-based disposal of spoil presented by Flinders Ports.
The EPA provided this additional information to the Minister for Planning on 13 April 2018. The
minister approved the channel dredging development application on 28 May 2018 subject to eight
conditions, many of which had been advised by the EPA.
As stated in the Minister for Planning’s decision notification, prior to commencement of dredging
works, Flinders Ports will be required to prepare an environmental monitoring program (EMP) to the
reasonable satisfaction of the EPA that:
• is designed to measure the zones of seagrass impact predicted in the hydrodynamic modelling
documented in the technical memorandum prepared by BMT WBM on 23 October 2017
• incorporates, as a minimum, the monitoring of seagrass conditions using a ‘before after control
impact’ design to measure appropriate seagrass health metrics at an appropriate spatial and
temporal frequency.
The minister’s approval requires that the EMP is then implemented. In addition, the minister’s
approval conditions require Flinders Ports to prepare a dredge management plan (DMP) to the
reasonable satisfaction of the EPA prior to commencement of the dredging works. The DMP needs to
be designed to provide for real-time adaptive management of dredge plumes (incorporating ‘alarm’
and ‘hold’ triggers and management actions if triggers are exceeded. The DMP also needs to include
a number of other specific technical details, including the need for:
• real-time access to telemetered water quality data at monitoring sites
• appropriate management of biosecurity risks, as endorsed by Department of Primary Industries
and Regions SA (PIRSA).
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Dredging licence under the Environment Protection Act
Flinders Ports will be required to apply for a dredging licence under the Environment Protection Act
1993. The EPA will place further detailed conditions on the licence, including: the need to minimise
the impact from dredging operations; implementation of the dredge management plan (once verified);
real-time water quality monitoring; and making data available to the public.
The EPA dredging licence application and assessment process provides an opportunity for
community comment and submissions.

Asbestos
The Goodlife Health Club, located in Payneham, was temporarily closed in early November 2017 after
the EPA was notified by a member of the public about asbestos-containing material being discovered
after a high-pressure washer was used on the roof, which contained asbestos. In response to the
complaint, the EPA immediately undertook an inspection of the site, made the area safe and
subsequently issued the building owner with a Clean-up Order, the work for which was overseen by
the EPA and SafeWork SA.
On the same day it was notified about the incident, the EPA installed air monitoring equipment at the
site. The results of this monitoring showed no detection of airborne asbestos. The EPA subsequently
established a multi-agency response to the incident that included the South Australia Police (SAPOL),
Metropolitan Fire Service (MFS), SafeWork SA, local council and Eastern Health Authority. SafeWork
SA, the agency responsible for the internal clean-up works, also issued prohibition notices to the
business for clean-up of the internal areas. The order was complied with and the car park and
grounds cleaned.

Abattoir Fire—Thomas Foods International, Murray Bridge
Thomas Foods International (TFI), South Australia's biggest meat processing plant located in Murray
Bridge, was severely damaged by fire in January 2018. The fire was sparked by a worker who was
undertaking welding work on site. As a result of the fire, refrigeration to a chiller room was damaged
and approximately 600 tonnes of carcasses required removal and disposal to an appropriately
licensed landfill facility. An Environment Protection Order (EPO) was issued to TFI on 10 January
2018 to ensure removal of the carcasses was undertaken appropriately to minimise odour impacts.
The state government established a taskforce and a 24-hour help line for workers affected by the fire
and to assist the company to rebuild its operations. The EPA formed part of the taskforce for
response, recovery and community engagement.

Waste fires
South Australian waste and recycling sites are licensed by the EPA, enabling appropriate risk
management through licence conditions. The EPA published the Guideline for stockpile management:
Waste and waste derived products for recycling and reuse in 2010 to aid in the sound management of
stockpiles. The guideline sets out considerations to be taken into account across a range of matters to
avoid a suite of environmental risks, including fire: water, air and noise pollution; and reductions in
amenity.
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On 6 January 2018, a fire occurred at the Southern Waste ResourceCo landfill facility at McLaren
Vale. The EPA had discussions with the landfill operator and the MFS, which determined that no
further waste should be accepted on site until the MFS decided that it was safe to do so.
On 9 January 2018, Southern Waste ResourceCo confirmed that consultants had undertaken an
inspection and a well reading that confirmed that no damage had occurred to the landfill gas collection
infrastructure. A thermal scan undertaken by the MFS also concluded that the facility was safe for
operations to resume.
During March 2018, the EPA attended three fires, the first at the request of the MFS at a large fire that
broke out in a recycling shed at the Integrated Waste Resources (IWS) facility at Wingfield. The
recycling shed and its contents, containing approximately 300 tonnes of plastic and cardboard, were
destroyed by the fire, which the MFS treated as suspicious. EPA officers attended the site to
undertake air monitoring and requested that council block access to its stormwater drains to lessen
environmental impacts to the adjoining wetlands. The EPA officers sampled the nearby wetland and
did not identify any significant environmental impacts as a result of the fire. Vacuum trucks also
attended the site to remove water contaminated by the fire from nearby drains.
The second fire, in a waste shed at the Cleanaway waste facility at Wingfield, was contained to a
waste shed, and was found to have been ignited in a pile of general waste. The fire-affected material
was removed and an EPA inspection was conducted to ensure clean-up of the site was undertaken
effectively.
The third fire notification occurred when the EPA received advice from ISW that a fire had
commenced in an active cell at their facility at Dublin. The EPA’s emergency response unit and the
Country Fire Service attended the site and found smoke visible through the waste material. The EPA
requested IWS to undertake thermal imaging of the waste cell and instructed the company not to
deposit waste in the cell until it was subsequently cleared by EPA officers.

EP Act amendment—Waste reform
South Australian waste policies, strategies and programs over the past decade have driven positive
changes to the way waste and resource recovery is managed in our state.
Reforms to modernise and strengthen the EPA’s powers to better support a strong, legitimate
resource recovery sector and prevent illegal dumping were finalised via the Environment Protection
(Waste Reform) Amendment Act 2017, which was passed by Parliament and brought into effect on
28 November 2017. The amendments include improved waste stockpiling controls, provisions
supporting the assessment and identification of materials as waste or approved recovered resources,
additional deterrents for breaches of this Act, including licence condition breaches, and enhanced
tools for investigating and prosecuting illegal dumping.
The EPA undertook consultation on an Explanatory paper: Mass balance reporting from mid
September to the end of October 2017. Mass balance reporting will require certain licensed waste
facilities, including transfer stations, resource recovery facilities and waste disposal depots, to report
on the monthly tonnages of materials that a site receives, stockpiles, uses on site or transfers from the
site for sale or disposal. In response, from February 2018, a voluntary reporting pilot project
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commenced to explore and analyse matters raised through the consultation process and aid detailed
system design.
The EPA also undertook targeted industry and government consultation about a discussion paper,
Enhancing resource recovery and discussing the place of energy recovery, from late October 2017 to
mid January 2018. The paper considers the key elements required to develop a regulatory framework
for waste to energy proposals that meets the waste management hierarchy and provides clarity and
transparency for the resource recovery and recycling sector and the energy sector.
Waste reform staff also presented to interested stakeholder groups at conferences and group
meetings throughout the year, including the Australian Environment Business Network, Waste
Recycling and Industry Council SA, Australian Waste to Energy Forum, Local Government
Association Pathways conference, Waste 2018 conference and a Chinese delegation from Shandong
Province.

Water Quality EPP amendment—Ban on the use of fluorinated firefighting foams
The Environment Protection (Water Quality) Policy 2015 was amended on 30 January 2018 to effect
a ban on the use of all firefighting foams containing fluorinated organic compounds in South Australia.
Consultation about the proposed amendment to ban the use of certain firefighting foams began in
April 2017 and included numerous sessions with industry, the community and individuals.
Amendments made to the Water Quality Policy were as follows:
• ban the use of all fluorinated firefighting foams for all applications
• provide for a timeframe of two years for compliance for non-handheld applications
• provide for the ban of handheld/portable extinguishers to take effect upon recharge/refill or within
two years of commencement of the policy, whichever is earlier
• include provision to address PFAS contamination in existing equipment
• require certification of fluorine concentrations in foam by suppliers.

Management of site contamination
Site contamination management and communications continued to be a priority for the EPA over the
2017-18 financial year. As well as overseeing a number of specific assessment areas, the EPA
continued to strengthen its systems, communications approach and guidance tools.
To ensure site contamination is appropriately recognised, considered and addressed throughout
South Australia, the EPA provides related advice and guidance, and regulation. While the EPA has a
significant role in this respect, state planning and development processes also play a critical part.
Key activities for the financial year include the:
• regulation of service station sites
• regulation of GM Holden assessment program at Elizabeth
• regulation of the former Kelvinator site at Keswick
• implementation of a Groundwater Prohibition Area at Edwardstown
• commencement of the detailed review phase of the historic files review project.
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Site contamination—Management of orphan sites
The EPA orphan site projects continued to assess and mitigate risks to human health in areas where
site contamination is present and the liable person or company does not exist or has not been able to
be identified. Assessment work continued at Glenelg East, Thebarton, Unley and Brighton. This work
focused on the assessment of human health risk with respect to groundwater and soil vapour.
The EPA has continued to oversee the installation of mitigation systems at Beverley (where minor
remedial work was undertaken on the vapour mitigation system) and Thebarton (where six vapour
mitigation systems have been installed—two on private properties and four at Housing SA properties).
Validation work for these systems at Thebarton is ongoing.

PFAS National Environment Management Plan (NEMP) and Intergovernmental (IGA)
Regulation
PFAS have been widely used for many decades in some household products as well as a range of
industrial and commercial applications, such as firefighting foams, mist suppressants and coatings. As
PFAS are persistent and highly resistant to physical, chemical and biological degradation, they have
emerged as a chemical of concern in environmental regulation.
In response to a number of issues in effectively managing off-site contamination from PFAS at a
number of locations around Australia, the Heads of EPA established a working group to produce the
first PFAS National Environmental Management Plan (NEMP). The NEMP is designed to achieve a
clear, effective, coherent and nationally consistent approach to the environmental regulation of PFAS.
The plan provides an evidence-based approach to guide environmental regulators in their regulation
of PFAS-contaminated sites and PFAS-contaminated materials.
The EPA contributed strongly to the development of the NEMP and is also engaged in a number of
projects that are already underway to address gaps in the NEMP.

Community engagement guidelines
The EPA is committed to encouraging industry to meet its environmental obligations and support
innovation. Much of the EPA’s success relies on the partnerships formed with communities, business
and industry groups, and all sectors of government. The EPA recognises the benefit of community
input into the workings of an organisation and, in particular, those that have an interface with the
surrounding human and ecological environment.
The Industry: Guideline for community engagement has been produced to assist industry with
improving its community engagement practices, where community interest in an organisation’s
activities is high. The guideline outlines the expectations of the EPA and establishes a protocol to
assist industry with managing communication and engagement when activities impact or have the
potential to impact on the community.
The guideline has been developed in line with the overall objectives outlined in the EPA’s
Partnerships and Engagement Framework 2016–18. The EPA has a designated community
engagement team who are available to provide advice and support for growing an organisation’s
community engagement capability.
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Radiation Protection and Control Act review
The EPA administers the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982 (RPC Act) to ensure that people
and the environment are protected from harmful radiation. There have, however, been many
advancements since the RPC Act’s formulation 36 years ago. These changes include national
commitments arising from the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) process, including changes
to the National Directory for Radiation Protection and the addition of new codes of practice and
Standards. Some of these changes include: the security requirements for sealed radioactive sources,
emerging technologies, such as medical scanning and nuclear medicine, as well as the proposed
proton therapy facility. The progress towards more effective management of radioactive waste and a
desire to implement best practice regulatory approaches that are risk based and streamlined for
industry were also included.
During 2017–18, the EPA has been reviewing and considering changes to the RPC Act. The changes
proposed include provisions for a streamlined authorisation process. They include: consolidation of
radiation licences; adoption of the National Directory for Radiation Protection to align nationally with a
uniform approach to regulation; and enhanced compliance and enforcement tools in line with the
Environment Protection Act 1993, including the ability to issue radiation protection orders; reparation
orders and financial assurances. The EPA will further progress the review in 2018–19.

Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act
Nuisance provisions of the Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 commenced on 1 July 2017.
This Act formalises the role of local government in managing local environmental issues, which
provides the community with a more effective and consistent local service for the management of
nuisance complaints and heightened deterrence for littering and illegal dumping across South
Australia.
Throughout 2017-18, the EPA assisted local government in the transition to managing environmental
nuisance issues. To support this transition, the EPA provided:
• a full-time staff member to manage and coordinate the implementation of this Act in close
consultation with the Local Government Association and individual councils
• access to operational and technical staff to assist councils in the areas of operational
administration, application of compliance standards and dealing with complex issues
• equipment to assist councils to respond to nuisance issues
• training to council staff about their role and issues relating to this Act
• assistance with the development and distribution of resources to help councils with educating,
investigating and regulating relevant matters.

Dob in a Litterer program
The Dob in a Litterer program enables members of the community to report littering offences via a
Dob in a Litterer app. The app enables the submission of ‘citizens notifications’ that provide details of
littering offences, including location, time and date, and registration details of the vehicle linked to the
littering activity. In 2017–18, the Dob in a Litterer program generated 1,194 litter reports, resulting in a
total of 918 expiation notices being issued with a fine value totalling $196,800. In addition, there were
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three successful litter prosecutions, resulting in combined fines totalling $2,050 plus $1,800 for costs
and a $480 Victims of Crime Levy. The disposal of cigarette butts made up 79% of all litter reports.

Our regulatory approach and key reforms
The EPA recognises that the majority of individuals and companies are willing to comply with
environmental legislation, policy and regulation. Our regulatory actions are tailored to suit the full
spectrum of circumstances, in particular, to support and recognise those who demonstrate a
commitment to good compliance and go beyond compliance (see Figure 2).
At the other end of the spectrum, the EPA will seek to be robust in tackling failure to comply. For
those who deliberately or negligently fail to comply, the EPA considers expiation, orders or
prosecution. This approach is embedded in the EPA’s systems and processes for undertaking its
regulatory role.

confu

Encourage improvement
rce

educate

enable

Figure 2—EPA regulatory spectrum

The EPA’s regulatory approach is based on the foundation of firm and fair compliance and
enforcement. It is guided by the following core principles.

Proportional
The EPA will ensure that any measure taken is proportional to the risks posed to the environment and
the seriousness of the offence. As far as the law allows, the EPA will take into account the
circumstances of each case when considering the action it will take.

Consistent
The EPA will be fair, equitable and apply consistent processes in all cases. It will ensure all officers
are trained, and that there are effective systems and operational policies in place to support them.
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Transparent
The EPA will openly share information about its decisions and actions. It will help the regulated
community understand what is required of them and what they should expect from the EPA. It will also
make information available on the Public Register as required by law.

Targeted
The EPA will ensure its regulatory effort is directed primarily towards those activities that pose the
greatest risks, cause the greatest environmental damage or undermine the regulatory regime.

Timely
The EPA will work in a timely manner to manage, inform and progress without delay. It aims to focus
its compliance interventions on issues that it has identified as having a greater chance of causing
actual or potential harm to the environment and/or the health or wellbeing of the community. As well
as undertaking its core regulatory work, the EPA uses a range of targeted interventions that involve a
number of options (see Figure 3).
have clear and authoritative
legislation, po licy and programs
which outline our expectations of
business and individuals. We review

We engage with business and

indMduals, providing know ledge
and data in a variety of ways,

our standards often and in line with
current science and community
aspirations, to ensure they remain

allowing business and individua ls to
understand our expectations

relevant and clear

We require parties to make
good any harm caused and
deter non-comp liance by
applying our regu latory
too ls and options to stop,
sanction and treat non
compliance

Through
engagement,
we provide
authoritative
advice on how to
comply with the
law and invest
in administrative

We assess activity
against our
standards and
expectations and
maintain a credib le
level of detecti o n

Figure 3—Compliance interventions
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The EPA has continued to pursue a number of key reforms to continue establishing a robust
regulatory environment to minimise the risk of environmental harm and to provide more certainty and
fairness for lawful operators. The reforms introduced under the Environment Protection (Waste
Reform) Amendment Act 2017 included the expansion of the circumstances afforded to the EPA for
imposing a financial assurance, the ability to bolster investigations through the use of special powers
warrants and the ability to promptly address breaches of licence conditions through the issuing of
expiations and penalty notices. Other reforms include finalising administrative actions and training for
calculating and recovering illegally obtained economic benefits in suitable circumstances and the
establishment of a regulatory intelligence function in order to better interpret and use data and
information to inform our regulatory decisions.

State of the Environment Report 2018
The Environment Protection Act 1993 requires the EPA to prepare and publish, at least every five
years, a report on the state of the South Australian environment. The 2018 State of the Environment
Report will be the seventh published in South Australia since 1988.
The development of the 2018 State of the Environment Report is guided by a framework that builds
on the strengths of previous reports and adopts new features in the form of digital reporting, data
visualisation, stakeholder engagement and independent expert contributions. The report will analyse
trends in the condition of environmental assets and environmental quality, and include case studies,
local perspectives and iconic images. It will highlight important environmental issues for South
Australia, and make recommendations to bolster the state’s future sustainability.
The EPA Board established a committee to oversee the project, which is also supported by an
interagency project assurance group, and there has been regular engagement with several
environmental non-government organisations. The EPA proposes to release the 2018 State of the
Environment Report towards the end of 2018.

Regulation of the mining resources sector
South Australia maintains a strong resources sector. The EPA administers the EP Act and RPC Act to
co-regulate and support this sector with the Department for Energy and Mining (DEM) that
administers the Mining Act 1971. During 2017–18, DEM made 21 referrals to the EPA for expert
advice and to ensure operations are conducted and, where needed, authorised in accordance with
the EP Act and RPC Act. The EPA and DEM have an administrative agreement to ensure that mining
regulation is effective and efficient in those areas where both agencies have a regulatory role. In
addition, DEM refers specific matters to the EPA for expert advice in areas of water quality, air quality,
mine-closure mechanisms, site contamination and waste management.
Of particular note in 2017–18 was approval of the Carrapateena copper-gold project, operated by OZ
Minerals. Due to its scale, assessment of the Carrapateena project spanned a number of years, with
EPA, DEM and relevant Commonwealth approvals granted in April 2018. The mine is set to be one of
the nation’s largest copper mines and will have an operational life of almost 40 years.
The EPA has taken proactive regulatory actions to address emerging issues, and a strong policy
framework to support the resources sector enables industry to understand and meet its regulatory
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obligations. The EPA is working with DEM and the mining sector to develop guidance for assessment
of air quality from mine proposals. This will assist industry to better understand and better manage air
quality from their operations. The EPA also worked with industry to ensure the mining and resources
sector is meeting its obligations with respect to changes to the Environment Protection (Water Quality)
Policy 2015 with regard to banning of firefighting foams that contain fluorinated organic compounds
(per- or poly-fluoroalkyl substances).
The EPA continues to monitor compliance to ensure licensees are compliant with the conditions of
their licence. Regular inspections and review of monitoring reports are conducted to verify obligations
are being met. Where a non-compliance is detected, the EPA applies regulatory tools to ensure
compliance is achieved. The EPA continues to work closely with local community groups, and has
emphasised to industry the importance of effective community engagement.
The EPA and Department of Premier and Cabinet worked together during the financial year to
address various issues related to managing care and maintenance, and closure planning strategies in
the mining sector. The EPA has provided advice and regulatory compliance guidance to industry
participants for their effective end-of-life decommissioning and transition.

Regulation of the petroleum resources sector
The EPA continues to work closely with petroleum industry operators to help them understand the
scale and extent of impacts on the environment, and has provided regulatory guidance to industry
about remediation needs. In addition to the regulation of the petroleum upstream sector, the EPA also
regulates the downstream gas processing operation at the Santos Port Bonython plant and the bulk
storage diesel facility at Port Bonython.
The Department for Energy and Mining administers the Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act 2000,
and some activities requiring DEM approval and regulation overlap with EPA work. The EPA and
DEM continued working together on matters during the financial year, including assessing risk to the
environment from infrastructure in the Cooper Basin as well as remediation strategies for
contaminated legacy sites. As with minerals regulation, the EPA and DEM use an administrative
agreement to ensure that co-regulation is effective and efficient.
During 2017‒18, DEM assessed 12 environmental impact reports and statements of environmental
objectives required under DEM petroleum leases, including operations related to Santos, EPIC
Energy and Senex. The EPA reviewed the statements of environmental objectives and provided
subject-matter expertise by way of comments related to water quality, air quality, site contamination
and waste management.

Air quality policy implementation
The Environment Protection (Air Quality) Policy 2016 replaced the former Environment Protection (Air
Quality) Policy 1994 and promotes a risk-based approach to the management of air pollution from
licensees and proposed future developments. A key driver of the new policy is the consideration of
the impact of ground-level air pollutant concentrations in specific locations, based on scientific
modelling and monitoring inputs. A number of exemptions held by licensees that existed under the
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former policy were necessarily revoked. The EPA has been working with relevant licensees to amend
licence conditions (where necessary) to reflect these revocations.
As a result of the policy amendment, a risk assessment screening tool has been developed and is
being used by the EPA to assist with identifying existing licensees that may need to undertake
pollutant dispersion modelling. Information obtained from the modelling can be utilised to set
appropriate site-specific emission limits or other licence conditions, such as emission management
plans and environment improvement programs.

Investigations and tactical support
The EPA has a dedicated Investigations and Tactical Support Branch (ITSB) that undertakes
operations, audits and investigations in accordance with established compliance and enforcement
policies. The ITSB carried out a number of proactive operations and audits throughout 2017–18.
These focused largely on illegal waste management and involved working in partnership with local
councils and state government agencies, as follows:
• Operation Respect—ongoing work with councils, state government agencies and private
industry in deploying covert cameras at identified illegal dumping sites. The operation was
designed to demonstrate the methods and benefits of using technology to detect and deter
offenders. The program included information about evidence gathering and best-practice
deployment. Four expiations were issued by the EPA
• Operation Bypass—illegal disposal of construction and demolition waste from demolition of
domestic premises to rural land in Sedan. A company was subject to a covert investigation,
which led to the identification of numerous offences and a multi-agency day of action with
SAPOL and the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
• Operation Cover-up—surveillance of waste transport trucks attending or leaving licensed waste
depots in Dublin. Trucks were observed to be transporting waste without appropriate covering or
containment measures
• Op Orange ITSB—illegal tanning salon in Brighton was detected offering solarium services for
fee or reward. The premises is now closed and a brief of evidence is with the Crown Solicitor for
adjudication.

Illegal dumping
During 2017–18, the EPA received 120 reports relating to illegal waste disposal with six matters
currently under investigation. Eight EPOs and eight Clean-up Orders (CUO) were issued, redirecting
in excess of 10,000 tonnes of illegally deposited waste to the legitimate waste industry. Fourteen
expiations were issued for illegal dumping.

Civil enforcements and prosecutions
Prosecutions pursued by the EPA are conducted by the Crown Solicitor’s Office and the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions. The EPA finalised 67 investigations, with 21 matters still under
investigation. There are 12 matters with the Crown Solicitor awaiting adjudication and nine matters
ongoing in the ERD Court. Twenty-eight expiation notices were issued for a variety of simple
breaches. The ERD Court dealt with 11 matters by convictions, fines and costs, totalling $199,633.
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A significant case in relation to the definition of waste and waste regulation was settled on appeal by
the Supreme Court. Adelaide Resource Recovery (ARR) was remitted for sentence to the ERD Court
on a count of breaching its licence, and the company was convicted and fined $25,000. This
successful appeal upholds the EPA’s longstanding regulatory approach relevant to the waste sector,
specifically what is deemed as waste and what can be claimed as product.
Figures 4 and 5 present the number of Emergency Response Team (ERT) calls, including for
asbestos, during 2017–18. Finalised prosecutions for 2017–18 are listed in Table 4.
Table 4—Finalised prosecutions 2017‒18
Name
Zane Smith

Charges

Penalty

4 June 2018

28 June 2018

Mr Smith is alleged to have presented

Convicted and fined $4,800, plus $800

containers at a collection depot for the

prosecution costs and a Victims of Crime

purpose of claiming a refund in relation to

Levy of $160. The containers were

the containers when he knew or had

forfeited to the EPA

reason to believe the containers were not
purchased in South Australia (contrary to
Section 69C of the EP Act).
SA Demolitions &

July 2016

23 March 2018

Salvage Pty Ltd

SADS was charged with 4 counts of

Convicted on all 5 counts, fined $28,000

(SADS)

operating a waste depot without a licence

and a Victims of Crime Levy of $160.

between 9 May 2016 and 31 August 2016

Ordered to pay $900 in prosecution costs

by receiving and storing asbestos waste at

to the EPA

their Hindmarsh depot, and 1 count of
contravening a condition of their waste
transport licence by transporting asbestos
whilst not appropriately wrapped and
sealed under sections 36(1) and 45(5) of
the EP Act.
Adelaide Resource

ARR was charged with 2 counts of breach

23 February 2018

Recovery (ARR)

of licence between 13 September and 9

Convicted on 1 count of breach of licence

October 2013 by the storage of

and fined $25,000

construction and demolition waste (mixed),
and commercial and industrial waste
(general) on site that was under cover.
The ERD Court found the ARR not guilty of
both counts. On appeal, the Full Court of
the Supreme Court found ARR guilty of the
first count and not guilty of the second
count under section 45(5) of the EP Act.
Anthony Rosier

Mr Rosier removed 800 m2 of asbestos

21 December 2017

sheeting from a site at Kanmantoo in

Convicted of 8 counts of providing false
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Name

Charges

Penalty

January 2016 when his licence to remove

and misleading information and 1 count

asbestos had been revoked. To enable

of failing to comply with a direction from

disposal and transport of the asbestos, Mr

an authorised officer, and fined $15,600

Rosier falsified 8 waste transport
certificates using false business and
personal names breaching section 119 of
the EP Act.
Adelaide City

ACC failed to comply with their licence

30 November 2017

Council (ACC)

conditions relating to ‘capping’ of its former

Convicted on 2 counts of breach of

landfill site at Wingfield, breaching section

licence and fined $90,000

45(5) of the EP Act.
Allan Speck

June 2016

30 November 2017

Mr Speck disposed of approximately 2.5

Convicted and fined $2,700. Mr Speck

tonnes of demolition waste into a Salisbury

was ordered to pay the City of Salisbury

Council reserve breaching section 34 of the

$2,488.46 for removing the waste

EP Act.
Duncan Shaw

March 2015

23 November 2017

Mr Shaw was recycling mattresses at a

Convicted and fined $1,500

premises in Elizabeth without an EPA
licence. The activity created an
environmental nuisance under section
82(2) of the EP Act.

As an alternative enforcement approach to criminal prosecution for less serious offences under the
EP Act, the EPA may negotiate a civil penalty with an individual or corporation the EPA believes has
committed the offence, or may apply to the ERD Court for an order that the person/s pay an amount
as a civil penalty to the EPA. Civil penalties that are negotiated by the EPA are developed in
compliance with its policy for calculation of civil penalties under the EP Act, as shown in Table 5.
There have been four civil penalties in 2017–18 totalling $30,906. There have been three matters for
which levy payments have been recovered to a value of $607,300.
Table 5—Finalised civil penalties for 2017‒18
Name

Charges

Penalty

Flinders Operating

27 December 2016 to 4 January 2017

June 2018

Services Pty Ltd

Flinders Operating Services is alleged to

This alleged contravention was dealt with

have polluted the environment by failing to

by way of a negotiated civil penalty

prevent fugitive dust emissions from

(section 104A of the EP Act) for an

leaving the Port Augusta Power Station

amount of $2,261.25.

ash storage dam, causing an
environmental nuisance (breach of section
82(2) of the EP Act).
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SA Water

March 2016

April 2018

SA Water is alleged to have discharged

This alleged contravention was dealt with

sewage into water in breach of Clause

by way of a negotiated civil penalty

10(1) of the Environment Protection (Water

(section 104A of the EP Act) for the

Quality) Policy 2015. Under section 34(2)

amount of $1,000.

of the EP Act, it is an offence to contravene
a mandatory provision of an Environment
Protection Policy.
Clare & Gilbert

September 2017

14 February 2018

Valleys Council

The Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council is

This alleged contravention was dealt with

alleged to have operated a waste or

by way of a negotiated civil penalty

recycling depot without an EPA

(section 104A of the EP Act) for an

authorisation, breaching section 36 of the

amount of $14,280.

EP Act.
District Council of

May 2017

14 February 2018

Grant

The District Council of Grant is alleged to

This alleged contravention was dealt with

have contravened a licence condition by

by way of a negotiated civil penalty

causing/permitting the escape of septic

(section 104A of the EP Act) for an

sludge, at the Port MacDonnell Waste

amount of $13,365.

Depot, breaching section 45(5) of the EP
Act 1993.
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RT calls received 2017/18
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Figure 5—ERT calls during business hours and out of hours for 2017–18

Environment Protection Orders and Clean-up Orders
Environment Protection Orders can be issued by authorised officers under section 93(1) of the EP
Act, as follows:
• for the purpose of securing compliance with either of the following
o general environmental duty
o mandatory provisions of an Environment Protection Policy
o a condition of an environmental authorisation
o a condition of a beverage container approval
o any other requirement imposed by or under the EP Act
• for the purpose of giving effect to an Environment Protection Policy.
There have been nine EPO’s issued in 2017‒18, as shown in Table 6.
Table 6—Environment Protection Orders issued
2013‒14

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

16

22

26

3

9

Clean-up Orders can be issued by authorised officers under section 99 of the EP Act. Where the
authority is satisfied that a person has caused environmental harm by a contravention of the EP Act, a
CUO is issued for the purpose of requiring a person to take specified action to make good any
resulting environmental damage. There have been three Clean Up Orders issued in 2017–18. Table 7
shows CUOs issued for 2017–18 and compares this with previous years.
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Table 7—Clean-up Orders issued
2013‒14

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

0

0

2

3

3

Incidents, reporting and enquiries
The EPA continues to maintain a pollution reporting and enquiries line (telephone 8204 2004, free call
non-metropolitan 1800 623 445) to receive calls about environmental concerns. In 2017‒18, calls
received regarding non-licensed sites were referred to council under the Local Nuisance and Litter
Control Act 2016. Table 8 summarises the number and type of reports received during 2017–18 and
makes a comparison with those received during 2014−15, 2015–16 and 2016–17.
Table 8—Total calls and call type
Call type

2014‒15

Enquiry resolved by

4,212

4,057

6,059

8,262

7,751

11,543

12,217

11,808

10,080

3,101

3,521

3,476

1,166

14,644

15,738

15,284

11,246

EPA

Incidents forwarded to
EPA
enquiries

2017‒18

3,955

Enquiry forwarded to

Total incidents and

2016‒17

5,484

FAQ

Total enquiries

2015‒16

5, 868

These numbers are further broken down into common enquiries and incidents by call category, as
shown in Table 9.
Table 9—Total number of incidents (by category) received by the EPA
Report type

2013‒14

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

Air quality

989

936

954

1,055

392

Air and noise

113

89

120

104

29

1,288

1,253

1,521

1,430

229

Marine pollution

13

22

27

27

21

Site

45

52

45

23

13

Water

155

190

205

205

116

Waste

202

427

331

251

109

Other

259

132

318

381

257

Total

3,064

3,101

3,521

3,476

1,166

Noise

contamination
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Table 10—Number of calls for common enquiry categories received by the EPA
Type of enquiry

2013‒14

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

Air quality

324

324

294

312

179

Noise

531

405

793

709

302

Water quality

196

274

321

284

236

Waste

531

487

673

583

476

Site contamination

246

414

465

316

335

Licensing

1,004

819

1,578

1,367

1,510

Total

2,832

2,723

4,124

3,571

3,038

Total number of enquiries received by the EPA in 2017–18 was 5,868. The most common enquiry
types are reported in Table 10.
Table 11— Frequently asked questions report for the Call Centre
Category

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

Noise

623

620

507

39

Waste/recycling

302

187

133

52

Asbestos

406

332

34

18

Air

234

222

219

33

ZeroWaste

424

498

464

186

32

29

51

22

9

22

34

6

72

95

88

31

0

0

0

0

Site contamination

123

111

93

28

Radiation

169

84

65

28

Acid sulfate dust

0

0

0

0

Plastic bags

0

0

0

0

39

45

25

1

Construction

394

225

369

7

Other

172

199

195

62

Total

2,999

2,669

2,174

513

Water/stormwater
Container deposit
legislation
Licensing
Publications

Healthy waters

Table 11 details the number of FAQs by category, but does not include uncategorised calls resolved
by the Call Centre (4,212). Table 12 shows container deposit return rates for 2017–18.
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Container deposit legislation
Table 12 —Container deposit return rates for 2017-18 and prior to the 10-cent refund increase
Container type

Return rates 2017‒18 (%)

Prior to refund increase (%)

Combined return rate

76.9

69.9

Glass

86.0

79.1

Aluminium

83.7

77.3

Polyethylene terephthalate

68.9

65.9

High-density polyethylene

63.6

49.2

Liquid paperboard cartons

44.3

35.4

Plastic bags
Retail compliance and community awareness and acceptance of the plastic-bag ban remains high,
with very few incidents of non-compliance. Table 13 shows plastic-bag compliance issues for 2017-18
compared with 2016-17, 2015‒16 and 2014–15.
Table 13—Plastic shopping bag compliance
Plastic bag compliance issues

2014‒15

2016‒17

2015‒16

2017‒18

116

90

51

39

Number of failed inspections

9

10

7

9

Written ‘cautions/warnings’ issued

9

9

7

4

Inspections (total)

Planning and development assessments
The South Australian planning system relies on advice and support from multiple government
agencies in order to create an integrated system where key issues are considered. The Development
Act 1993 provides for the referral of: proposed changes to the Planning Strategy, development plan
amendments, certain development applications and aspects of the assessment of major
developments to the EPA for advice or direction.
The EPA’s overarching goal for its interaction with the planning system is to promote the principles of
ecologically sustainable development (as defined in the EP Act). The EPA will do this by ensuring that
its assessment of matters within the scope of the EP Act are taken into account at each stage of the
planning process.

Planning strategy and policies
During 2017–18, the EPA assessed five statements of intent, four ministerial development plan
amendments and 25 council development plan amendments. Numbers have reduced in comparison
with the previous year due to transition to the new Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act.
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The EPA provided advice on the following significant development plan amendments:
• Ministerial—Southern Innovation Area
• City of Marion—Housing Diversity.

Assessment of major developments and projects
The EPA provided advice on five major development application matters during 2017–18, the most
significant of which included:
• Iron Road’s Central Eyre Iron Project (Eyre Peninsula)—the EPA responded to the Iron Road
Construction Environmental Management Plan in December 2017
• Nora Creina and Kangaroo Island golf course and tourism projects—the EPA provided
assistance and feedback to state government working groups formed in relation to discharging
the reserved matters and complying with conditions contained in the Governor’s approval of
these projects.

Development assessment
The EPA provided advice or direction on 244 development applications in response to referrals made
under the Development Act 1993 during 2017‒18. The EPA advised or directed the refusal of five of
these development applications.
Some of the more significant development applications assessed by the EPA included the following:
• Outer Harbor channel dredging—The EPA provided advice to the State Commission
Assessment Panel (SCAP) in November 2017 in relation to this Crown-sponsored dredging
proposal by Flinders Ports to widen the existing Outer Harbor channel and swing basin by
approximately 40 m (from 130 m wide to 170 m wide). This would result in the need to dredge
approximately 1.55 million m³ of material along 7 km of the channel. Following the provision of its
formal advice on this development application, the EPA provided additional advice to the Minister
for Planning about the application, particularly in relation to the potential land-based disposal of
dredge spoil. The EPA had previously assessed sea-based disposal of spoil as part of the
development application assessment as this was the method originally proposed in the
development application submitted by Flinders Ports.
This development application was approved by the Minister for Planning on 28 May 2018 subject
to eight conditions, most of which the EPA had recommended. These conditions included the
need to adopt an alternative dredging methodology, the preparation of environmental monitoring
and dredge management plans prior to commencing dredging works and noise control
requirements
• AGL’s 420 MW Barker Inlet Power Station at Torrens Island—Advice was provided to the SCAP
in relation to this Crown-sponsored development application. The EPA’s advice included
recommended conditions in relation to the stormwater management system, bunding and the
preparation of environmental management plans dealing with construction, dewatering and acid
sulfate soils issues
• Mushroom Exchange (Costa) mushroom growing facility expansion at Monarto South—The EPA
provided direction, including three directed conditions, on an expansion of the mushroom
growing facility, which involved doubling the volume of composting currently being undertaken
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• Origin Energy upgrade to Quarantine Power Station on Torrens Island and floating moored LPG
gas storage and berthing platform in Port River—Advice including recommended conditions was
provided to the SCAP in relation to this Crown-sponsored development application to upgrade
the existing power station so that it could run on either LPG or natural gas and establish a
floating moored LPG gas storage and berthing platform in the Port River
• Renewal SA Soil Recycling Facility at Gillman—Advice was provided on this Crown-sponsored
development application that sought to receive and store waste soils (including waste fill,
intermediate waste soil and low-level contaminated waste soil). The EPA recommended five
conditions in relation to the low-level contaminated waste soil and stormwater management at
the site
• Maria Creek dredging at Kingston (South East)—This council proposal involved dredging the
Maria Creek channel to remove 17,000 m3 of material over eight weeks. A condition was
directed to ensure the dredging and earthworks drainage management plan was prepared to the
satisfaction of the EPA
• Lobethal Abattoir—The EPA provided direction responses to the Adelaide Hills Council in
relation to various applications for upgrades to the existing Thomas Foods International facility at
Lobethal following the substantial fire at the company’s Murray Bridge abattoir
• Cape Jervis ferry facility dredging—The EPA provided a direction response to the District
Council of Yankalilla in relation to a dredging proposal at Cape Jervis to establish a port for a
new ferry service to Kangaroo Island
• Reeves Plains 300 MW gas fired power station—The EPA provided advice to SCAP in relation to
this Crown-sponsored development application
• Hallett Power Station expansion—The EPA provided advice to SCAP in relation to this
Crown-sponsored development application that involved a new aero-derivative gas turbine at the
existing Hallett Power Station.

Transition to the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act
The EPA continued to work with the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI) on
the transition to the new Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (PDI Act). The new
legislation provides for a staged introduction of new planning tools and governance frameworks. Key
areas where the EPA was involved during the 2017–18 period are as follows:
• State agency reference group—The EPA was represented at all meetings of the state agency
reference group chaired by DPTI. This reference group provided guidance and feedback to DPTI
about matters relating to implementation of the PDI Act.
• State planning policies—The state planning policies (SPPs) will set out the government’s
overarching goals or requirements for the new planning system. The EPA worked with DPTI on
the preparation of draft SPPs throughout the year.
• Planning and Design Code—The State Planning Commission is responsible for preparing and
maintaining the Planning and Design Code (P&D Code). The P&D Code will set out a
comprehensive set of performance-based planning rules for development assessment purposes,
classified into zones, subzones and overlays. During 2017–18, the EPA worked with DPTI to
assist with the preparation of a series of policy discussion papers relating to preparation of the
P&D Code.
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• Development application referrals review—During 2017–18, the EPA commenced a review of all
the development application referrals it receives in order to ensure there is an updated list
included in the new PDI Act. In March 2018, the EPA Board endorsed a series of guiding
principles that were used to undertake this review.

Site contamination planning framework
The planning system has an important role in ensuring risks posed by site contamination are
minimised when land use changes or is otherwise developed. To improve consistency and risk-based
decision making, a review of the processes for managing site contamination through the planning and
development systems was undertaken.
Since 2012, the EPA and DPTI have partnered together to lead a program of reform in consultation
with industry professionals, representative organisations and local government. The work has been
undertaken as part of the government’s commitment to urban renewal, reducing red tape and
streamlining regulatory processes.
Throughout 2017–18, the EPA and DPTI worked to transition the project into the implementation
phase through the drafting and amendment of the Development Regulations 2008, the finalisation of
new guidance resources and support for a capacity-building program.

Aquaculture
Aquaculture in South Australia is regulated under the Aquaculture Act 2001, which is administered by
PIRSA. The EPA is a mandatory referral agency under this Act for all aquaculture licence applications
and amendments, and for lease conversions that occur outside an aquaculture zone.
The EPA also provides advice about PIRSA policies, legislation and environmental monitoring
programs and responds to various environmental issues that may be associated with aquaculture.
When undertaking this role, the EPA has regard to, and seeks to further, the objects of the EP Act
and has regard for the general environmental duty and relevant Environment Protection Policies.

Aquaculture licence and lease applications
In accordance with provisions of section 59 of the Aquaculture Act 2001, all licence applications and
amendments must be referred to and approved by the EPA before the licence can be granted. During
the 2017‒18 period, 36 licence applications were referred to the EPA, all of which were assessed
within the statutory timeframe of six weeks.

Aquaculture legislation, policy and guidelines
The Aquaculture Act 2001 supports the establishment of aquaculture regulations and policies that aim
to provide further direction on the regulation and management of aquaculture. During 2017-18, no
aquaculture policies were referred by PIRSA to the EPA for comment.
Section 82A of the Aquaculture Act recognises the minister as an administering agency for the
purpose of administering, enforcing and giving effect to the general environmental duty and
Environment Protection Policies under the EP Act. This enables PIRSA fisheries officers to issue
expiations, Clean-up Orders and Environment Protection Orders under the EP Act to seek
environmental compliance on aquaculture licence or lease sites or activities prescribed by the
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Aquaculture Regulations 2016. To assist them with this role, the EPA coordinated three training
sessions for PIRSA fisheries officers that were held in Adelaide, Mt Gambier and Port Lincoln.
The review of the EPA’s Code of practice for the environmental management of the South Australian
oyster farming industry was completed this year and was officially released at the SA Oyster Growers
Association Seminar held in Coffin Bay in August 2017. Originally produced in 2005, the code of
practice has been amended to incorporate new EPA legislation, and restructured to reflect operational
practices of industry. A checklist is currently being developed to assist industry with conducting their
own environmental audit against the requirements of the code.
The EPA has been working closely with the SA Sardine Industry Association (SASIA) to develop a
Water Management Code of Practice for commercial fishing vessels. A draft operational code was
launched at the SASIA 25th Anniversary event in Port Lincoln. The code has been trialled on vessels
during 2018 with the intention of refining the code to address any practical issues that may arise
during the code’s implementation. In addition, vessel-specific plans will be developed in 2018 to
reflect differences in operational practices and infrastructure associated with each commercial
sardine-fishing vessel.

Aquaculture environmental surveys
The EPA conducts regular environmental surveys of aquaculture industry operations, with the aim of
increasing industry awareness of the environmental obligations and associated policies these
operations have under the EP Act. In addition, the surveys provide information about potential
environmental issues, which can then assist the EPA with its assessment of licence applications and
the provision of advice about PIRSA aquaculture policies. During 2017‒18, the EPA completed 21
environmental surveys of aquaculture facilities located across South Australia.

Adelaide coastal waters—Catchment to Coast and Rain Garden 500
The Catchment to Coast project is led by the EPA as part of the implementation of the Adelaide
Coastal Water Quality Improvement Plan. Substantial funding support for the project, to June 2018,
has been received from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program. The EPA is also
working with the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board, other
state agencies, SA Water, local governments, local Aboriginal people, universities and other
education groups, and community groups to undertake project activities.
Delivery has been through six subprojects, covering information sharing, education with schools,
demonstration sites for Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD), Aboriginal engagement, a devolved
grant program (Rain Garden 500) and additional water quality monitoring work. Local government
partnerships are a key part of the Catchment to Coast project, beginning with demonstration projects
completed with the City of Unley, City of West Torrens and Adelaide City Council on demonstration
WSUD rain-garden sites.
These formed a practical knowledge base for Rain Garden 500—a three-year devolved grant program
for local governments, community groups, schools, sports clubs and others to apply for funding to
build a rain garden in the Adelaide region. The program to date has delivered almost 100 individual
rain gardens at 31 sites across Adelaide and will include a number of rain gardens designed with
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input from Kaurna people. Rain gardens improve the quality of stormwater coming from our streets
that returns to local creeks and the sea. Locations of, and details about, EPA-supported rain gardens
are available on the Water Sensitive SA website at http://www.watersenstivesa.com.

Nearshore Aquatic Ecosystem Condition Reports
In July 2017, the EPA released the results of the 2016 Nearshore Aquatic Ecosystem Condition
Reports (AECR) report cards for nearshore marine ecological condition. This program assessed the
southern Spencer Gulf, which reassessed areas surveyed in 2010.
Six areas defined by their biodiversity, otherwise known as biounits, were assessed following
assessment of their condition in the 2010 AECR survey. Two biounits were assessed for the first time,
including Dutton and Pondalowie. In most cases, the condition at the biounit scale has remained
stable. However, there were some changes to the condition within the biounits. This was particularly
evident in the Jussieu Biounit (adjacent Port Lincoln).
Monitoring showed a north to south gradient with the northern sites showing an improvement in
condition and some evidence of recovery. Conversely, there was a decrease in condition in the
southern areas of Boston Bay. Sites outside the bay towards Thistle Island and Thorny Passage were
typically in good condition. Sites in the southern part of Boston Bay showed seagrass loss and
evidence of extensive nutrient enrichment suggesting this system is unhealthy. The pressures in the
southern part of the bay have changed since 2010, with a large increase in biomass of the kingfish
sea cage aquaculture located in the southern part of Boston Bay. Additionally, the Southern Bluefin
Tuna farms have moved south on the outside of Boston Island. Water movement in this area may be
transporting wastes from these farms into Boston Bay. These findings initiated a more detailed study
to understand changes over time and inform potential management actions, including providing
advice to PIRSA about aquaculture management.
During 2017, the AECR program surveyed Gulf St Vincent to reassess surveys completed in 2011.
Results will be released in the following financial year.

Air quality—Lefevre Peninsula monitoring
The EPA conducts air quality monitoring at two monitoring stations on the Lefevre Peninsula and
assesses air quality against national standards. While air quality on the Lefevre Peninsula generally
meets national standards, it can be below that of other locations in metropolitan Adelaide. This is due
to a variety of emission sources present in the area, such as industry, vehicle and train traffic, and
other activities such as domestic wood heaters.
The EPA has reviewed its air science programs to explore new technologies and approaches to
evaluate and manage air quality with a focus on areas affected by industrial activities and traffic
emissions, including the Lefevre Peninsula. This year, the EPA has started evaluating a range of
low-cost air quality sensors for fine particles and has worked on a plan to deploy selected sensors
along Victoria Road on the Lefevre Peninsula. The primary focus will be on PM2.5 and PM10 particles,
and the EPA has also proposed to include carbon monoxide sensors to provide useful indications of
fuel combustion from traffic on the road. This is a joint project in partnership with the City of Port
Adelaide Enfield.
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Noise monitoring—Lefevre Peninsula and Port Adelaide
The EPA conducted a noise monitoring program on the Lefevre Peninsula with data acquired from
March 2016 to September 2017. A network of up to nine noise monitoring stations were installed
using different deployment options to evaluate cumulative noise impact. A report summarising the
study results was being prepared at the time of publication of the 2017–18 Annual Performance
Report.
The modelled noise was assessed against limits in relevant standards and regulatory documents. The
noise model was also used to assess noise exposure of the population on the peninsula and calculate
relevant long-term estimates. Real-time and historical data, and audio records during the lifetime of
the monitoring phase of the project were made available via a public-access website.

Organisational capability initiatives
Regulatory Improvement Program Action Plan
The Regulatory Improvement Program (RIP) Action Plan is the result of a series of discussion papers
requested by the EPA Board about the EPA’s approach to its regulatory improvement activities. The
RIP Action Plan identifies the priorities and actions that the EPA will work on over the next three
years. The three overarching areas of focus are:
• adaptive management that incorporates data gathering and analysis, technology and case
studies
• our future regulatory focus—regulate the ‘right’ things and choose the ‘best’ regulatory tool
• regulatory practice, structure and culture.

Agency Capability Review
The EPA was one of four agencies to take part in a pilot Agency Capability Review and Improvement
Program (ACRIP). The ACRIP is one of the key initiatives from the Senior Management Council to
improve performance and capability in South Australian public sector agencies. The ACRIP seeks to
improve the High Performance Framework (HPF) by adding elements of public value and an
independent review process.
The EPA’s review was conducted from February to July 2017. An initial self-assessment against the
ACRIP model was undertaken based on the contributions of key areas in the EPA. Results from the
2016 Staff Perspectives Survey and current HPF improvement initiatives were also considered in the
self-assessment. The ACRIP self-assessment identified a number of opportunities for improvement
that will be considered in future corporate plans and capability development initiatives.

Staff Perspectives Survey 2018
A Staff Perspectives Survey was rolled out during February and March 2018. The survey is a key tool
to gather staff views on the EPA’s organisational performance and capability. The survey results help
us identify strengths and opportunities for further improvement.
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The survey questions were based on a common tool used in the two previous surveys undertaken in
April 2014 and February 2016, allowing us to compare results and assess progress. A similar survey
is also used by other public sector agencies, providing an opportunity for benchmarking.
An action plan will be developed to respond to the results of the survey and integrated into our yearly
HPF improvement plan.

EPA Ways of Working
The EPA Ways of Working provide our staff with clear expectations regarding behaviours in the
workplace in order to build a positive, respectful and safe culture. The Ways of Working are promoted
internally and embedded in key processes, such as performance reviews and role statements. The
Ways of Working state:
1. Work in a healthy and safe manner at all times (are you OK?).
2. Deliver what we promise on time, every time.
3. Always look for new and better ways (what if?).
4. Work as one team.
5. Actively engage and provide a high level of service (yes if).
The EPA Ways of Working are aligned to the Code of Ethics for South Australian public sector
employees and public sector values.
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Our people
Leadership development
A graduation was held for our successful 10 participants in the Aspiring Leaders Program after the
completion of this program mid 2017. Also, an extensive evaluation was undertaken at program
completion and six months post completion to understand how the skills and learnings had been
applied in the workplace. The evaluation found the course had been received positively and
participants had applied their enhanced skills and knowledge.
The EPA also sponsored staff to participate in two key South Australian Leadership Academy
programs. The academy is a new initiative to develop, connect and inspire leaders to collectively
deliver great results for South Australia. The programs included the Next Executives Program and the
Executive Excellence Program.

Staff achievement awards
Staff recognition is an important element for promoting a high-performance culture in the EPA. The
EPA's staff recognition program provides an opportunity to celebrate achievements and recognise the
contribution of individual staff members and teams. On 2 November 2017, the EPA held its third staff
achievement awards, which also included the annual Work, Health and Safety Award.
The award categories were for staff who excelled in the following areas: safety, supporting wellbeing
and prosperity, keeping people informed and engaged, being an effective and trusted regulator, public
service values and our Ways of Working. Service excellence was also a key focus of the assessment
criteria.
In total, 47 outstanding nominations were received representing teams and individuals across the
organisation. The awards were presented by the EPA Presiding Member, Chief Executive and EPA
Executive.

Being the Best We Can Workforce Capability Development Plan
The Being the Best We Can Workforce Capability Development Plan for 2017-18 was implemented to
support skill development across a range of areas aligned with the EPA Strategic directions 2015-18.
Some of the key programs under the plan include: Flexibility for the Future, Improving Performance
Accountability, Aspiring Leaders, White Ribbon/domestic and family violence workshops and
development of Learning Management System requirements. Tables 14 to 21 provide information
about EPA workforce statistics.
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Table 14—Number of employees by age bracket and gender
Age bracket

Male

Female

Other

Total

15−19

0

1

0

1

20−24

1

2

0

3

25−29

5

4

0

9

30−34

9

14

0

23

35−39

14

21

0

35

40−44

18

24

0

42

45−49

17

15

0

32

50−54

24

14

0

38

55−59

20

11

0

31

60−64

9

5

0

14

65+

2

1

0

3

Table 15—Total number of employees with disabilities (regarding Commonwealth DDA definition)
Male

Female

Other

Total

% of agency

3

3

0

6

2.6%

Table 16—Types of disability (where specified)
Disability

Male

Female

Other

Total

% of agency

Disability requiring
workplace adaptation

3

3

0

6

2.6%

Physical

3

3

0

6

2.6%

Intellectual

0

0

0

0

0.0

Sensory

1

1

0

2

0.9%

Psychological/psychiatric

0

0

0

0

0.0
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Table 17—Executive by gender and classification
Classification

Ongoing

Term tenured

Term untenured

Other (casual)

M

F

X

M

F

X

M

F

X

M

F

X

CE0099

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

SAES1

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

1

0

0

0

0

TOTAL

0

0

0

0

0

0

3

1

0

0

0

0

Table 18—Leave days taken per full-time equivalent employee
2011−12

2012−13

2013−14

2014−15

2015−16

2016–17

2017–18

Sick leave

8.23

7.45

8.29

7.10

8.89

9.1

8.7

Family
carer’s
leave

1.41

1.36

1.34

1.43

1.18

1.3

1.4

Special
leave with
pay

0.62

0.99

1.03

0.95

1.85

3.5

2.9

Leave type

Table 19—Documented review of individual performance management
Review

% total workforce

A review within the past six months

89.8%

A review older than six months

12.6%

No review

2.2%

Table 20—Leadership and management training expenditure
Training and development

Total cost ($)

% of total salary expenditure

Total training and development
expenditure

461,423.93

2%

Total leadership and management
development expenditure

294,292.83

1.29%

Table 21—Number of persons recruited to/separated from the agency
Number of persons recruited to the agency

Number of persons separated from the agency

22

15
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Work health and safety
The EPA developed another ambitious Work Health Safety and Injury Management (WHS&IM)
Annual Plan for 2017–18 to support the four pillars of the transformation safety culture strategy. The
WHS&IM Annual Plan also aligned with four key focus areas of the: Building safety excellence in the
public sector strategy.
The 2017-18 WHS&IM Annual Plan consisted of 77 ‘work as normal’ actions and 57 ‘project’ actions.
Key achievements from the annual plan were:
• Public Sector Audit and Verification System
The original audit was conducted in 2016–2017 and identified eight findings for response and
action. In May 2018, the EPA provided the auditor with evidence of how these findings were
resolved and embedded into EPA systems of work.
• EPA building move
The moving of the EPA’s Adelaide operations from 250 Victoria Square to 211 Victoria Square
has been an overall success. The EPA continues to work with the building facility management
group and the building’s chief and deputy fire wardens to ensure emergency preparedness.
• Mental health first aid
The training of 16 EPA staff members as nationally accredited mental health first aiders was
completed in 2017–18. This training was supported by the EPA’s Mental Health and Wellbeing
Strategy for 2017 to 2020.
• Health and safety representatives
To further support EPA staff and the EPA’s continuous improvement with its WHS
responsibilities, a process was completed to elect new health and safety representatives for the
working groups in the premises at 211, Victoria Square. All new members now attend the
quarterly WHS Committee meetings and actively participate in achieving the corporate outcomes
defined within our WHS&IM Annual Plan.
• Occupational first aid
Eight formally trained occupational first aiders are now able to provide coverage for all EPA staff
in the new premises. An annual working roster was implemented so that a primary and
secondary first aider would be on call using cascading mobile phones as a means of contact. A
twice-yearly first aider meeting has been implemented, providing first aiders with the opportunity
to discuss areas of concern or ideas for improvements. The first meeting was held on 21 January
2018 with staff input leading to multiple improvements in the provision of this service.
• WHS inspections for 2017-18
WHS workplace safety inspections for 211 Victoria Square, Byron Place and Netley premises
were undertaken and improvements made with involvement from managers and the health and
safety representative for that area.
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Tables 22 to 24 show work health and safety issues for the agency.
Table 22—Work health and safety prosecutions, notices and corrective action taken
Work health and safety prosecutions, notices and corrective action

2017‒18

Number of notifiable incidents pursuant to WHS Act Part 3

0

Number of notices served pursuant to WHS Act section 90, section 191 and section 195
(provisional improvement, improvement and prohibition notices)

0

Number of prosecutions pursuant to WHS Act Part 2 Division 5

0

Number of enforceable undertakings pursuant to WHS Act Part 11

0

Table 23—Building safety excellence targets 2015‒2020
Safety issue

Base

Correct

period

as at

0.00

Target June

Actual

Target

Variance

31/03/18

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

2.67

31/03/18

1.00

2.21

-1.21

2.03

4.75

31/03/18

0.00

3.96

-3.96

3.61

0.00

31/03/18

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

4.75

31/03/18

0.00

3.96

-3.96

3.61

100.00%

31/03/18

100.00%

100.00%

0.00%

100.00%

100.00%

31/03/18

100.00%

100.00%

0.00%

100.00%

0.00

31/03/18

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Workplace fatalities
New workplace injury
claims
Significant injury
frequency rate

2020

Significant
musculoskeletal injury
frequency rate
Significant psychological
injury frequency rate
Early assessment within
two business days
Claims determined within
10 days
Average business days to
determine mental stress
claims
Table 24—Financial implications
Expenditure as at 31 March 2018

2016‒2017

2017‒2018

Income maintenance

$84,000

$0

-$84,000

Medical/hospital costs combined

$13,600

$10,300

-$3,300

Investigations

$12,500

$0

-$12,500

$720

$0

-$720

$0

$0

$0

$560

$670

+$110

$111,380

$10,970

-$100,410

Medical reports
Lump sum
Other
Total claims expenditure
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Other reporting items
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan
The South Australian Government encourages and values diversity by supporting workplace cultures
based on fair and equitable treatment of employees. Supporting the employment of people with
disability is a key focus of our commitment to workplace diversity.
The Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) strategy demonstrates the commitment of the South
Australian Government to improving the participation of people with a disability across a range of
areas in our society so they can enjoy the rights and opportunities provided to all citizens to reach
their full potential.
The EPA’s DAIP Working Group was convened last year. The key objectives for the EPA’s DAIP are
to ensure that all EPA employees and their families and carers have access to a range of support
systems and that people with a disability can achieve their full potential.

Whistleblowers Protection Act
The Whistleblowers Protection Act 1993 (WP Act) encourages disclosure of maladministration and
waste in the public sector, and corrupt or illegal conduct generally, by providing the means by which
disclosures can be made and subsequent protection (from victimisation and civil or criminal liability)
can be provided to those who make a disclosure.
The EPA has three responsible officers for the purposes of the WP Act pursuant to section 7 of the
Public Sector Act 2009. The WP Act requires the EPA to report on the number of occasions on which
public interest information has been disclosed to a responsible officer of the agency. There were no
disclosures to an EPA responsible officer during 2017‒18.

Reconciliation statements
The EPA acknowledges the traditional custodians on whose ancestral lands it carries out its business,
and that it respects their spiritual relationship with their Country. The EPA also acknowledges the
deep feelings of attachment and the relationship that Aboriginal peoples have to Country. In fulfilling
its functions, the EPA is cognisant of the cultural and natural heritage of Australia’s traditional owners.
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Public complaints
During 2017-18, the EPA received a total of six formal complaints about its services, as shown in
Table 25. The complaints were processed according to the EPA Complaints Management Policy,
available on the EPA website.
Table 25—Complaints about EPA services during 2017‒18
Complaints about services provided by the EPA by subject during 2017‒18

Number

EPA’s external communications in relation to a matter under investigation

1

EPA’s determination in relation to container deposit exemption determination

1

EPA’s handling of a dust incident report

1

EPA’s handling of a licence application

1

EPA’s handling of a smoke incident report

1

EPA’s process for undertaking Dob-in-a-Litterer reviews

1

Total complaints

6

Sustainability reporting
As the state’s primary environmental regulator, the EPA is keen to encourage sustainable
environmental practices amongst industry and the community. In keeping with this commitment, the
EPA is highly aware of its own activities and impact, and the need to ensure it embraces sustainable
practices wherever possible.
Significantly, the EPA’s accommodation at 211 Victoria Square is designed to be highly energy
efficient, meaning a marked reduction in the energy consumed for office accommodation. Other
activities the EPA undertakes to promote sustainable practices are as follows:
• Waste management and recycling containers are provided within central areas. Streams of
waste collected include
o co-mingled recyclable waste
o organic food waste
o white paper and confidential paper destruction
o general dry waste.
• Toner cartridges from photocopying machines and printers, batteries and light bulbs are also
collected and recycled.
• Vehicle utilisation and vehicle mix is regularly reviewed and, at lease renewal, consideration is
given to environmental aspects of the replacement vehicles available.
• All printers/photocopiers are preset to print to double-sided documents in black and white.
• The use of electronic tablets to view papers is promoted to the EPA Board and Executive,
substantially cutting down the volume of documents having to be printed for each meeting.
• Wherever possible, the EPA uses service providers and suppliers who follow sustainable
principles and use recyclable materials.
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The EPA also provides incentives to support staff in utilising sustainable commuting practices, for
example, provision of bicycle parking.

Overseas travel
In line with reporting requirements, details of overseas travel can be found via the EPA website at
www.epa.sa.gov.au.

51

Environment Protection Authority Annual Performance Report 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018

Financial reporting
Fraud
During 2017‒18, the EPA identified four instances of fraud, as shown in Table 26.
Table 26—Identification of instances of fraud
Nature of fraud

Number of instances

An allegation that an EPA
employee was also undertaking
work elsewhere without the
requisite agency permission

Investigation into this matter was finalised and
the issue has been rectified and managed
accordingly.

1

Inaccurate completion of time
sheet information by EPA
employees

An allegation that an EPA
employee had misused
government resources

Strategies for control and prevention

2

Investigations were finalised in relation to both
matters and these have been managed and
resolved in accordance with Public Sector Act
processes.

1

A preliminary investigation is underway in
order to determine any appropriate action as a
result.

Consultants
Tables 27 and 28 show the EPA’s use of consultants for the financial year.
Table 27—Use of consultants with a value below $10,000
Consultant

Number

Total $

No consultants with a value
below $10,000

Nil

Nil

Total

Nil

Nil

Table 28—Use of consultants with a value of $10 000 and above
Consultant

Purpose of consultancy

Number

Total $

No consultants above a
value of $10,000

Nil

Nil

Nil

Total

Nil

Nil

Nil
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Appendix 1—Financial statements

Protection Authority
(EPA)

Financial Statements

For the year ended 30 June 2018
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t Protection Authority
Certification of the Financial Statements
for the year ended 30 June 2018

We certify that the attached general purpose financial statements fo r the Environment Protection Authority:

comply with relevant Treasurer's Instructions issued under section 41 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, and
relevant Australian Accounting Standards;

•

•

are in accordance with the accounts and records of the Authority; and

•

present a true and fair view of the financial position of the Environment Protection Authority as at 30 June 2018 and
the results of its operations and cash flows for the financial year.

We certify that the internal controls employed by the Environment Protection Authority for th e financial year over its
financial reporting and its preparation of the general pu rpose financial statements have been effective throughout the
reporting period.

Tony Circelli
Chief Executive

{I

September 2018

Catherine Cooper
Presiding Member

11

September 2018
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Richard Jacka
Chief Financial Officer

\I
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Protection Authority
Statement of Comprehensive Income
for the year ended 30 June 2018
2018
$'000

2017
$'000

23 857
8 684
886
744
1 978
36149

22 967
8 304
1 052
595
149
33 067

50 657
1 020
100
535
24
651
52 987

43 638
1 195
97

14
44944

(16 838)

(11 877)

78
11 973
11 895

5 802
5 802

Net result

4 943

6 075

Total comprehensive result

4 943

6 075

Note
Expenses
Employee benefits expenses

4

Supplies and services

6

Depreciation and amortisation expense

7

Grants and subsidies

8

Other expenses

9

Total expenses
Income
Fees and charges

10
11
12
13
14
15

Grants and contributions
Interest revenues
Resources received free of charge
Net gain from the disposal of non-current assets
Other income
Total income
Net cost/(benefit) of providing services
Revenues from I payments to SA Government
Revenues from SA Government

16
16

Payments to SA Government
Total net payments to SA Government

The net result and total comprehensive result are attributable to the SA Government as owner.

The above Statement of Comprehensive Income should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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Protection Authority
Statement of Financial Position
as at 30 June 2018
2018
$'000

2017
$'000

17
18

26 57 1
7 461
34 032

21 606
5 804
27 410

18
19
20

2
2 367
2128
4497
38 529

3
3772
2 374
6 149
33 559

22
23
24
25

1 324
2 775
41
51
4191

1 425
2 397
84
88
3 994

22
23
24
25

Total liabilities

551
5 509
61
383
6 504
10 695

522
5 6 16
158
378
6 674
10 668

Net assets

27 834

22 89 1

27 834
27 834

22 89 1

Note
Current as sets
Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables
Total cu rrent assets
Non-current assets
Receivables
Property, plant and equipment
Intangible assets
Total non-current assets
Total assets
Current liabilities
Payables
Employee benefits
Provisions
Other current liabil ities
Total current liabilities
Non-current liabilities
Payables
Employee benefits
Provisions
Other non-current liabilities
Total non-current liabilities

Equity
Retained earnings
Total equity
The total eq uity is attributable to the SA Government as owner

26
27

Unrecognised contractual commitments
Contingent assets and liabilities

The above Statement of Finan cial Position should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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Protection Authority
Statement of Changes in Equity
for the year ended 30 June 2018

Retained
Earnings
$'000

Total
$'000

16 816

16 816

Net result for 2016-17

6 075

6 075

Total co mprehensive result for 2016-17

6 075

6 075

22 891

22 891

Net result for 20 17-18

4 943

4 943

Total comprehensive result for 2017-18

4 943

4943

27 834

27 834

Note
Balance at 30 June 2016

Balance at 30 June 2017

Balance at 30 June 2018

25

All changes in equity are attributable to the SA Government as owner.

The above Statement of Changes in Equity should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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Protection Authority
Statement of Cash Flows
for the year ending 30 June 2018
2018

2017

Inflows
(Outflows)

Inflows
(Outflows)

$'000

$'000

(23 605)

(22 848)

(8 728)

(8 082)

Payments of grants and subsidies

(744)

(595)

Other payments

(11 1)

(141)

(33 188)

(31 666)

48 879

42 653

1 020

1 195

99

100

Note

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash outflows
Employee benefits payments
Payments for supplies and services

Cash used in operations
Cash inflows
Fees and charges
Receipts fro m grants
Interest received
Other receipts

Cash generated from operations

234

14

50 232

43 962

Cash flows from SA government
78

Receipts fro m SA government
Payments to SA government

(11 973)

(5 802)

Cash gene rated from SA government

(11 895)
5149

(5 802)
6 494

Purchase of property, plant and equipment

(277)

(464)

Cash used in investing activities

(277)

(464)

Net cash provided by operating activi ties

29

Cash flows from investing activities
Cash outflows

Cash inflows
Proceeds from the sale of property, plant and equi pment

93

Cash gene rated from investing activities

93

Net cash provided by/(used in) investing activities

(184)

(464)

Net increase/ (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents

4 965

6 030

21606

15 576

26 571

21 606

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period

17

The above Statement of Cash Flows should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 201 B

1

Basis of Financial Statements

(a) Reporting entity
The Environment Protection Authority (the Authority) comprises the following:
•

•

the Environment Protection Authority - a statutory authority with an appointed board established by the Environment
Protection Act 1993.
an administrative unit also named the Environment Protection Authority established under the Public Sector Act
2009.

•

the Environment Protection Fund (the Fund) established under the Environment Protection Act 1993.

Under the Environment Protection Act 1993, the Chief Executive of the administrative unit is also taken to be the Chief
Executive of the statutory authority. The Chief Executive is subject to the control and direction of the Minister in relation
to the activities of the administrative unit, and is subject to the control and direction of the Board in relation to giving effect
to its policies and decisions under the Environment Protection Act 1993.
The statutory authority is South Australia's primary environmental regulator for the protection , restoration and
enhancement of our environment. The statutory authority makes use of the services of the administrative unit's
employees and facilities in performing its statutory obligations.
The administrative unit also has responsibility for radiation protection functions under the Radiation Protection and
Control Act 1982. The Authority's financial statements include assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses attributable to
Radiation Protection. The income and expenses (excluding overheads) attributable to radiation protection are disclosed
in Note 35. However assets and liabilities have not been separately disclosed as they cannot be reliably attributed to
radiation protection functions.
The consol idated financial statements have been prepared by combining the financial statements of all entities that
comprise the consolidated entity being the Authority and the Fund, in accordance with AASB 10 Consolidated Financial
Statements.
In forming the view that the Fund is controlled, the Authority considered its involvement with the entity and determined
that its substantive rights give the Authority the current ability to direct the major relevant activities of the entity and the
Authority is exposed or has rights to variable returns from its involvement as the entity contributes to furtherance of the
Authority's objectives.
Consistent accounting policies have been applied and all inter-entity balances and transactions arising within the
consolidated entity have been eliminated in full.
The financial statements and accompanying notes include all the controlled activities of the Authority.
Administered Items

(1) Solid Waste Levies
As per section 113 of the Environment Protection Act 1993 the Authority collects waste levies, but is then required to
transfer 50 percent of the cash component of solid waste levies collected to Green Industries SA as per section 17 of the
Green Industries SA Act 2004.

(2) Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 - Dab in a Litterer Revenue
The launch of the Dobin a Litterer campaign on 1 February 2017 followed the introduction of the litter provisions in the
Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016, and a state government commitment to introduce a public litter reporting
system . From 1 May 2017, fines began being imposed to those caught littering from their vehicles following a 3-month
grace period where warning letters were issued in lieu of fines.
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Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 2018
1

Basis of Financial Statements (continued)

(a) Reporting entity (continued)
Revenue received from Deb in a Litterer must be paid into the Consolidated Account and therefore has been treated as
an administered item.
The transactions and balances relating to the above administered items are not recognised as income, expense, assets
and liabilities of the Authority. See Note 36 for Administered financial statements.

{b) Statement of compliance
These financial statements have been prepared in compliance with section 23 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987
(PFAA).
The financial statements are general purpose financial statements. The accounts have been prepared in accordance
with relevant Australian Accounting Standards and comply with Treasurer's Instructions and accounting policy
statements promulgated under the provisions of the PFAA.
The Authority has applied Australian Accounting Standards that are applicable to not-for-profit entities, as the Authority is
a not-for-profit entity. Australian Accounting Standards and Interpretations that have recently been issued or amended
but are not yet effective, have not been adopted by the Authority for the period ending 30 June 2018.

(c) Basis of preparation
The financial statements have been preparei:l on a 12 month period and presented in Australian currency. The historical
cost convention is used un less a different measurement basis is specifically disclosed in the note associated with the
item measured ori a different basis.
All amounts in the financial statements have been rounded to the nearest thousand dollars ($'000).
Assets and liabilities that are to be sold, consumed or realised as part of the normal operating cycle even when they are
not expected to be realised within twelve months after the reporting date have been classified as current assets or
current liabilities. All other assets and liabilities are classified as non-current.
Where asset and liability line items combine amounts expected to be realised within 12 months and more than 12
months, the Authority has separately disclosed the amounts expected to be recovered or settled after more than 12
months.
Significant accounting policies are set out in the notes.

(d) Taxation
The Authority is not subject to income tax . The Authority is liable for payroll tax, fringe benefits tax, goods and services
tax (GST), emergency services levy and land tax .
Shared Services SA prepares a Business Activity Statement on behalf of the Authority under the grouping provisions of
the GST legislation. Under these provisions, the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) is liable for the
payments and entitled to the receipts associated with GST. Therefore, the Authority's net GST receivable/payable is
recorded in DEWs Statement of Financial Position . GST cash fiows applicable to the Authority are recorded in DEWs
Statement of Cash Flows.
Unrecognised contractual commitments and contingencies are disclosed net of the amount of GST recoverable from, or
payable to the Australian Taxation Office. If GST is not payable to , or recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office,
the commitments and contingencies are disclosed on a gross basis.
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2

Objectives and Activities

Objectives
The objectives of the Authority are to achieve a better environment for the wellbeing and prosperity of all South
Australians:
through the protection , restoration and enhancement of the environment, and the risk-based regulation of
pollution, waste and noise.
by ensuring the safe use of radiation to minimise adverse impacts on human health and the environment,
through the risk-based regulation of radiation.
The Authority works closely with industry, the community and government to protect our unique natural envi ronment and
promote the safe use of radiation whi le supporting economic growth and improving wellbeing.

Activities
The Authority, in 2017-18 was funded by fees and charges for the provision of environment protection, policy and
regu latory services. In line with the objectives of establishing the Authority to focus on environment protection activities,
the Au thority conducts its services through a single program, Environment and Radiation Protection. The purpose of this
program is to achieve a better environment for the wellbein g and prosperity of South Australians. As the Authority
conducts its services through a single program, a Statement of Disaggregated Disclosures has not been prepared .

3

Financial Arrangements

DEW provides some professional, technical and administrative support to the Authority. The identifiable direct costs of
providing these services are met by the Authority.
A memorandum of understanding was signed on 28 June 2018 between DEW and the Authority relating to the provision
of these services.
The Authority's sources of funds consist of income derived primarily from fees, levies and licences. These fees, levies
and licences include:
•

waste levies from landfill depots

•

environmental authorisation fees

•
•

radiation licence fees
fines and penalties

•

section 7 enquiries.

The financial activities of the Authority are primarily conducted through deposit accounts with the Department of Treasury
and Finance (DTF) pursuant to Section 8 and Section 21 of the PFAA. The deposit accounts are used for revenues from
services provided and from fees and charges.
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Employee benefits

Salaries and wages
Employment on-costs - superannuation•

2018

2017

$'000
17 845

$'000
17 282

2 250

1 981

Annual leave

1 711

1 723

Employment on-costs - other

1 128

1 063

Long Service Leave

705

368

Skills and Experience Retention Leave
Board and committees fees

101
198

86
183

(117)

230

Workers compensation
Other employee related expenses
Total employee benefits expenses

36

51

23 857

22 967

•The superann uation employment on-cost charge represents the Authority's contribution to superannuation plans in
respect of current services of current employees.

Key Management Personnel
Key management personnel of the Authority include the Minister, the EPA Board Members, the Chief Executive and the
other five members of the Executive Team who have responsibility for the strategic direction and management of the
Authority.
The compensation detailed below excludes salaries and other benefits paid or payable to the Minister. Th e Minister's
remuneration and allowances are set by the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1990 and the Remuneration Tribunal of SA
respectively and are payable from the Consolidated Account (via the Department of Treasury and Finance) under section
6 the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1990.

Compensation
Salaries and other short term employee benefits

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

1 256

1 412

126

Post-employment benefits

138
118

Termination benefits
1 382

Total compensation
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Employee benefits (continued)

Remuneration of Employees

Th e number of employees whose remuneration received or receivable falls
within the following bands:

2018
Number

2017
Number
1

5

6

$1 49 001 - 159 000
$159 001 - 169000
$189 00 1 -199 000
$199 001 - 209 000
$2 19 001 - 229 000
$229 001 - 239 000
$259 001 - 269

ooo·

$309 001 - 319 000

Total

*Includes payment of annual leave, LSL, SERL and termination benefits for an officer th at left the Authority in 2016-1 7.
The table includes all employees who received remun eration equal to or greater than the base executive remuneration
level during the year. Remuneration of employees refl ects all costs of employment includin g salaries and wages,
payments in lieu of leave, superann uation contributions, salary sacrifice be nefits an d fri nge benefits and any fri nge
benefits tax paid or payable in respect of those benefits. The total remuneration received by these employees for the
year was $1 .113 million (2017: $1.315 million).

5

Remuneration of board and committee members

Members during the 2018 fin ancial year were :

Board of the Environment Protection Authority
Linda Bowes
Stephen Christl ey {appointed 15 August 2017)
Tony Circell i*
Catherine Co oper (appointed 15 August 2017)
Robert Fowler (term concluded 3 August201 7)
Allan Holmes
Helen Macdonald
Christine Trenorden·
Mark Withers

Radiation Protection Committee
Eva Bezak
Tony Circell i*
Sarah Constantine•
Ian Kirkwood'
Greg Marshall*
Cara Miller
Graeme Palmer
Nigel Spooner
Pamela Sykes
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Remuneration of board and committee members (continued)

* In accordance with the Premier and Cabinet Circular No. 016, government employees did not receive any remuneration
for board/committee duties during the financial year.

The number of members whose remuneration received or receivable falls within the
following bands:

2018

2017

10

11

$20 000 - $29 999

4

1
4

$30 000 - $39 999
$40 000 - $49 999

2

$0 - $9 999
$10 000-$19 999

1

17

Total number of members

1
18

Remuneration of members refiects all costs of performing board/committee member duties including sitting fees, super
contributions, salary sacrifice benefits and fringe benefits and any fringe benefits tax paid or payable in respect of those
benefits. The total remuneration received or receivable by members was $0.207 million (2017: $0. 197 million).

6

Supplies and services

Accommodation and property management

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

434

307

Contractors
Operating lease payments

46

157

2 238

2 252

Fee for service - Site Contamination

1 068

1126

Fee for service - DEW

114

161

Fee for service - Other
General administration*

532

275

1 471

1 367

Information technology & communication

669

546

Minor works, maintenance & equipment

396

371

Monitoring fees
Scientific and technical services

74

71

424

444
288

Staff development

341

Transportation

146

145

Travel and accommodation
Vehicle and aircraft

206
280

214

Other

245

304

8 684

8 304

Total supplies and services

276

*Resources provided free of charge by Shared Services SA were $0 .162 million (2017 : Nil ) and were expensed at fair
value.

Operating Leases
Operating lease payments (less any lease incentives) are recognised on a straight-line basis over the lease term, unless
another systematic basis is more representative of the time pattern of benefits derived from the use of the leased assets.
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Depreciation and amortisation expense
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

Plant and equipment
Intangible assets

25
259
8
23
198
372

1
18
455
8
23
209
338

Total depreciation and amortisation

886

1 052

Buildings and improvements
Computing equipment
· Furn iture and fittings
Vehicles
Infrastructure

A ll non-current assets, having a limited useful life, are systematically depreciated/amortised over their usefu l lives in a
manner that refiects the consumption of their service potential.
Lease incentives in the form of leasehold improvements are capitalised as an asset and depreciated over the remaining
term of the lease or estimated useful life of the improvement, whichever is shorter.
Land assets are not depreciated.

Useful Life

Depreciation/amortisation is calcu lated on a straight line basis over the estimated useful life of the following ciasses of
assets as follows:
Class of Asset

Useful Life (years}

3-10

'. 9o.mputing Elg(!ipmElr1!_

3-17

Intangible A_ss_ets

. __ _1 5-30

.. _lfl!n:i~tructurEl

ir-···Plant
-- ·--"-- and
- -- equ
- ipme nt
Vehicles
j F1J_rnitl!re an<:l ~ttJn_g\>

-i -

ir----Buil dings
and improvements
- .. ··- - ··- -· - -- ---- . ----- .,_ .

10-15
40
10

Other

The usefu l lives of intangible assets are assessed to be either finite or indefinite. The Authority only has intangible
assets with finite lives. The amortisation period and the amortisation method for intangible assets is reviewed on an
annual basis.

Revision of Accounting Estimates

Assets' residual values, useful lives and amortisation methods are reviewed and adjusted if appropriate , on an an nu al
basis. Changes in the expected useful life or the expected pattern of consumption of future economic benefits embodied
in the asset are accounted for prospectively by changing the time period or method, as appropriate , which is a change in
accounting estimate .
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8

Grants and subsidies
2018
$'000
21 1

Commun ity organisations and associations
Conservation Council SA
Environment Protection Authority NSW

213
11

84
1
10

Department for Education
Department for Envi ronment and Water
Department of the Premi er and Cabinet
Primary Industries and Regions SA

9

2017
$'000

88
89
7

Local Government

15
43
380

187

Total grants and subsidies

744

595

Other expenses
Note
Bad and doubtfu l debts

2018

2017

$'000

$'000

65

8

1 802

Property , plant and equipment write-offs
(a)

Other

Total other expenses

111

141

1 978

149

(a) Audit fees paid/payable to the Auditor-General's Department relating to work performed under the PFAA were $0.108
million (2017 : $0 .134 million). No other services were provided by the Auditor-General's Department.

10 Revenues from fees and charges
2018
$'000
Fines and penalties
Environmental authorisation fees
Radiation licence fees
Other licence fees
Waste levies
Other fees and charges

Total revenues from fees and charges

2017
$'000

1 643

239

10 655
3 159

11 082

1 158

1 209

33 971

27 948

3 088

71

72

50 657

43 638

Environmental authorisation fees received under the Environment Protection Act 1993 are recognised as revenue when
invoiced. All other license fees, including those received un der the Radiation Protection and Contra/ Act 1982, are
recognised as reven ue upon receipt. Waste levies are recognised by the Authority on an accrual basis.
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11 Grants and contributions
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

SA Government grants

351

Com monwealth Government grants

634

299
629

Private industry an d community grants

35

267

1 020

1195

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

Department fo r Environment an d Water

72

42

Department of th e Premier and Cabinet

133
100
45

227

351

299

26

Total grants and contributions

(i) State Government Grants

Department of State Development
Primary Industri es and Regions SA
Adelaide & Mt Lofty NRM Board

30

(ii) Commonwealth Government Grants
Department of Industry, Inn ovation an d Science
Department of the Environ ment and Energy

605

25
486

M urray Darling Basin Authority

3
634

629

11a·

(iii) Private Industry and Community Grants
EPA NSW

44

EPA Victoria

32

EPA Other

30

Other

35
35

16 1

267

Contributions are recognised as an asset and income when the Authority obtains control of the contrib utions or obtains
the right to receive the contri butions and the inco me recognition criteria are met.
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11 Grants and contributions (continued)
Contributions which have conditions of expenditure still to be met as at reporting date were $7.574 mil lion ($7 .104
mi llion).
The Authority is engaged in a variety of funding programs involving State and Commonwealth sources who provide
monies to the Authority on the premise that these funds are expended in a manner consistent with the terms of the
agreement At reporting date these contributions relate to :

Environment Protection Fund

2018

2017

$'000

$'000

7 534

6 941
118

AELERT
20

9
36

7 573

7104

19

National Pollutant Inventory
Externally funded projects

The Environment Protection Fund is established under section 24 of the Environment Protection Act 1993. The Fund
must be kept as directed by the Treasurer. Prescribed percentages of waste levies and licence fees are paid into the
Fund under section 8 of the Environment Protection Regulations 2009. The Fund may be applied by the Minister or by
the Authority with the approval of the Minister.

12 Interest revenues
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

Interest from entities within the SA Government

100

97

Total interest revenues

100

97

13 Resources received free of charge

2018

20 17

$'000

$'000

373

Assets received free of charge
Services received free of charge - Shared Services SA

162

Total resources received free of charge - SA Government entitles

535
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14 Net gain from the disposal of non-current assets
2018
$'000

20 17
$'000

Plant and equipment

93
(69)

Proceeds fro m disposal
Less net book value of assets disposed

Net gain from disposal

24

Total assets

93
(69)

Total proceeds from disposal
Less total net book value of assets disposed

Total gain from disposal of non-current assets

24

Gains/losses on disposal are recognised at the date at which control of the asset is passed to the buyer and are
determined after deductin g the cost of th e asset from the proceeds at that time.

15 Other income

Salaries and wages recoveries

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

9

3
11

Lease incentive•

225
417

Total other income

651

14

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

Other su ndry reve nue

• Write-off of lease incentive li abil ity associated with previous accommodati on.

16 Revenues from/payments to SA Government

Revenues from SA Government
Appropriation from the Treasurer's Contingen cy Fu nd*

78

Total revenues from SA Government

78

Payments to SA Government
Return of su rplus cash pursuant to cash alignment policy

11 973

5 802

Total payments to SA Government

11 973

5 802

• Relates to ad ditional fu nding for the wages p arity salari ed suppleme ntation .
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17 Cash and cash equivalents

Deposits w ith the Treasurer
Environment Protection Fund Deposit Accou nt
Imprest account/cash on hand

Total cash and cash equivalents

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

19 032

14 660

7 534

6 941

5

5

26 571

21 606

Cash is measured at nominal amou nts.

Interest rate risk
Deposits with the Treasurer and cash on hand is non-interest bearing. The Environment Protection Fund Deposit
Account earns a floating interest rate, based on daily bank deposit rates.

18 Receivables
$'000

2018

2017
$'000

7 403

5 690

Current
Receivables
Less allowance for doubtful debts

(9)

(9)

7 394

5 681

56

114

Accrued revenues

9

8

Workers compensati on recoveries

2

Prepayments

7 461

5 804

Workers compensation recoveries

2

3

Total non-current receivables

2

3

7 463

5 807

Total current receivables
Non-current

Total receivables

Movement in allowance for doubtful debts
The allowance for doubtful debts {allowance for impairment loss) is recognised when there is objective evidence (i.e.
calculated on past experience and current and expected changes in client -credit rating) that a receivable is impaired .
An allowance for impairment loss has been recognised in other expenses in the State ment of Comprehensive Income for
specific debtors and debtors assessed on a coll ective basis for which such evidence exists.

2018
$'000
Carrying amount at the beginning of the period
Amounts written off

2017
$'000

9

51

(5)

(50)

Increase in the allowance

5

8

Carrying amount at the end of the period

9

9
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18 Receivables (continued)
Interest rate and cred it risk
Receivables arise in the normal course of sel ling goods and services to other government agencies and to the public.
Receivables are normally settled with in 30 days after the issue of an invoice or the goods/servi ces have been provided
under a contractual arrangement. Receivables, prepayments and accrued revenues are non-interest bearing .
Collectability of receivables is reviewed on an ongoing basis. An allowance for doubtfu l debts is raised when the re is
objective evidence that the Authority will not be able to collect the debt. Other than as recogn ised in the all owance for
doubtfu l debts, it is not antici pated that counterparties will fail to discharge the ir obligations. Th e carryin g amount of
receivables approximates net fair value due to being receivable on demand. There is no concentration of credit risk.
Refer to Note 31 for further information on risk management.
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19 Property, plant and equipment

2018
$'000
Land
At cost (deemed fair value)
Total land
Buildings and improvements
At cost (deemed fai r val ue)
Less accu mulated depreciation
Total buildings and improvements
Infrastructure
At cost (deemed fair val ue)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total infrastructure
Capital works in progress
Capital works in progress
Total capital works in progress

2017
$'000

278

278

278

278

40
(27)

40
(26)

13

14

507
(224)

551
(217)

283

334

93

26

93

26

Vehicles
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total veh icles

171
(124)

171
(116 )

47

55

Computing equipment
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumu lated depreciation
Total computing equipment

252
(205)

252
(180)

47

72

Furn iture and fittings
At cost ( deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total Furniture and fittings

3 655
(2 850)

5 903
(3 902)

805

2 001

Plant and equipment
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total plant and equipment

4 421
(3 620)

4 6 13
(3 621)

801

992

Other
At cost ( deemed fair value)
Less accumu lated depreciation
Total other

19
(19)

19
(19)

2 367

3 772

Total property, plant and equ ipment
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19 Property, plant and equipment (continued)
Acquisition and recognition
Non-current assets are in itially recorded at cost or at the value of any liabilities assumed, plus any incidental cost
involved with the acquisition. Non-current assets are subsequently measu red at fair value after allowing for accumulated
depreciation.
Where assets are acquired at no value, or minimal value, they are recorded at their fair value in the Statement of
Financial Position . However, if the assets are acquired at no or nominal va lue as part of a restructuring of administrative
arrangements then the assets are recognised at book value (i.e. the amount recorded by the transferor public authority
immediately prior to the restructure).
All non-current tangible assets with a value over $10 ,000 are capitalised.
Componentisation of complex assets is only performed when the complex asset's fair value at the time of acquisition is
equal to or in excess of $5 million for infrastructure assets or $1 million for other assets

Carrying amount of property, plant and equipment
All items of property, plant and equipment had a fair value at the time of acquisition that was less than $1 million or had
an estimate useful life that was less than three years, and have not been revalue d in accordance with APF Ill. The
carrying value of these items are deemed to approximate fair val ue.
These assets are classified in level 3 as there has been no subsequent adjustments to their value except for
management assumptions about the asset condition and remaining useful life.

Revaluation
All non-current tangible assets are valued at fair value and revaluation of non-current assets or group of assets is only
performed when its fair value at the time of acquisition is greater than $1 million and estimated useful life is greater than
three years.
As EPA does not hold assets that meet this criteria , assets have not been revalued .

Impairment
There were no indications of impairment of property, plant and equipment at 30 June 2018.
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Reconciliation of property, plant and equipment during 2017-2018

2018
Carrying amount at the start of
period

Buildings and
Land improvements
$'000
$'000

Infrastructure
$'000

Vehicles
$'000

Computing
equipment
$'000

14

334

55

72

278

Acquisitions
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Initial recogniti on
Assets received for nil
con si deration
(28)

Asset write offs
Disposals
Depreciation / amortisati on
(1)

(23)

(8)

(25)

13

283

47

47

Furniture and
fi ttings
$'000

Plant and
equipment
$'000

Capital works
in progress
$'000

$'000

2 00 1

992

26

3 772

84

193

277

( 126)

(126)

expense

Carrying amount at the end of
period

2018

278

Carrying amount at the start of
period
Acquisitions

Total

Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress

456

456

Initial recognition
Assets received for nil

373

373

consideration

( 8)

(1 802)

(69)

(69)

(259)

(198)

(51 4)

805

801

(1 766)

Asset wri te offs
Disposals
Depreciation / amortisation
expe nse

Carrying amount at the end of
period

74

93

2 367
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Property, plant and equipment (continued)

Reconci liation of property, plant and equipment during 2016-2017

2017
Carrying amount at the start of
period
Acquisitions
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Depreciation / amortisation
expe nse
Carrying amount at the end of
period

2017
Carrying amount at the start of
period

Buildings and
Land improvements
$'000
$'000

Computing
equipment
$'000

Infrastructure
$'000

Vehicles
$'000

15

357

63

46
44

(1)

(23)

(8)

(18)

14

334

55

72

Furniture and
fittings
$'000

Plant and
equipment
$'000

Capital works
in progress
$'000

Total
$'000

2456

912
289

177

278

278

Acquisitions
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Depreciation / amortisation
expense

(455)

(209)

Carrying amount at the end of
period

2 001

992

75

107

4 304
440

(258)

(258)
( 714)

26

3 772
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20 Intang ibles
2018
$'000

2017
$'000

Internally developed intangible assets

At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total internally generated computer software

98

98

(27)

(19)

71

79

167
(167)

(167)

Electronic Environment Licensing Forms (E-ELF)
At cost (deemed fair value )
Less accumulated amortisation

167

Total E-ELF
Integrated Information System (IIS)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation

48

48

(48)

(48)

Total IIS
General Environment Information System (GENI)

At cost (deemed fai r value)
Less accu mulated amortisation
Total GENI

1 977

1 948

(1 74 1)

(1 660)

236

288

Complaints and Reports of Environmental Significance System (CARES)
308

308

(307 )

(293)

1

15

At cost (deemed fair value)

1 592

1 544

Less accu mulated amortisation

(464)

(304)

Total LAMP

1128

1 240

At cost (deemed fai r value)
Less accu mulated amortisation
Total CARES

Licensing Admin istration Manag ement Prog ram (LAMP)

Environment Licensing Forms (ELF)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accu mul ated amortisation
Total ELF

507

478

(145)

(93)

362

385

EMP Masterpiece Interface (EMP)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total EMP

45

45

(13)

(9)

32

36

1 052

1124

(754)

(793)

298

331

2128

2 374

Other

At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total Other
Total intangible assets
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20 Intangibles (continued)
An intangible asset is an identifi able non -monetary asset without physical substance. Intangible assets are measured at
cost and are tested for indications of impairment at each reporting date. Following initi al recognition, intangible assets are
carried at cost less any accu mulated amortisation and any accumulated impairment losses.
The usefu l lives of intan gible assets are assessed to be either finite or in definite . The Authority only has intangib le ass ets
with finite lives. Th e amortisation period and the amortisation method for intangible assets is reviewed on an ann ual
basis.
The acquisition of or internal development of software is capitalised only when the expend iture meets the definition and
recognition criteria and when the amount of expenditure is greater than or equal to $10 000.

Impairment
Th ere were no indications of impairment of intang ible assets at 30 June 2018.
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20 Intangibles (continued}
Reconciliation of Intangible Assets during 2017-2018

2018
Carrying amount at the beginning of the period

EMP

Other
Intangibles

Total

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

15

1 240

385

36

49

29

3~1
19

2 374
126

GENI

CARES

$'000

$'000

79

288

Transfers from capita l works in progress

29

Amortisation
Carrying amount at the end of the period

LAMP

Electronic
Licensing
Forms

Internally
developed

-

78

(8)

(81)

(14)

(161)

(52)

(4)

(52)

(372)

71

236

1

1 128

362

32

298

2128

EMP

. Other
Intangibles

Total

Reconciliation of Intangible Assets during 2016-2017

2017
Carrying amount at the beginning of the period

Internally
developed

GENI

CARES

LAMP

Electronic
Licensing
Forms

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

88

361

29

1 337

409

41

165

2 430

258

24
258

Acquisitions

24

Transfers from capital works in progress
Amortisation

(9)

(73)

(14)

(97)

(48)

(5)

(92)

(338)

Carrying amount at the end of the period

79

288

15

1 240

385

36

331

2374

Environment Protection Authority Annual Performance Report 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018

Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

Environment Protection Authority Annual Performance Report 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018

Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 2018
21 Fair value Measurement
AASB 13 Fair Value Measurement defines fair value as the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to
transfer a liability in an orderly transaction between market participants, in the principal or most advantageous market, at
the measurement date.
The Authority classifies fair value measurement using the following fair value hierarchy that reflects the significance of
the inputs used in making the measurements, based on the data and assumptions used in the most recent revaluation:
•
•
•

Level 1 - traded in active markets and is based on unadjusted quoted prices in active markets for identical
assets or liabil ities that the entity can access at measu rement date.
Level 2 - not traded in an active market and are derived from inputs (inputs other than quoted prices included
within level 1) that are observable for the asset, either directly or indirectly.
Level 3 - not traded in an active market and are derived from unobservable inputs.

The valuation processes and fair value changes are reviewed by the Chief Financial Officer and Audit Committee at each
reporting date. In determining fair value, the Authority has taken into account the characte ristic of the asset (e.g.
condition and location of the asset and any restrictions on the sale or use of the asset) and the asset's highest and best
use (that is physically possible, legally permissible, financially feasible). The Authority's current use is the highest and
best use of the asset unless other factors suggest an alternative use is feasible with in the next five years. As the
Authority did not identify any factors to suggest an alternative use, fair value measurement was based on current use.
The carrying amount of non-financial assets with a fair value at the time of acquisition that was less than $1 million or an
estimated useful life that was less than three years are deemed to approximate fair value.
Refer to note 19 for disclosure regarding fair value measurement techniques and inputs used to develop fair value
measurements for non-financial assets.

Fair Value Hierarchy
The fair value of non-financial assets must be estimated for recognition and measu rement or for disclosure purposes.
The Authority categorises non -financial assets measured at fair value into hierarchy based on the level of inputs used in
measurement as follows:

Fair value measurements as at 30 June 2018

Recurring fair value measurements

Note

Land
Buildings an d improvements
Infrastructure

19
19

Vehicles
Computer equipment
Furniture and fittings
Plant and equipment

278

19
19

13
283
47

19
19

47
805

19

Total recurring fair value measurements

Level 3
$'000

801
2 274

79

Environment Protection Authority Annual Performance Report 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018

Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 2018
21 Fair value Measurement (continued)
Fair value measurements as at 30 June 2017
Level3
Note

$'000

Land

19

278

Buildings and improvements

19

14

Infrastructure

19

334

Vehicles

19

55

Computer equipment

19

72

Furniture and fittings

19

2 001

Plant and equipment
Total recurring fair value measurements

19

Recurring fair value measurements

992

3 746

During 2017 and 2018, the Authority had no valuations categorised into level 1; there were no transfers of assets
between level 1 and 2 fair value hierarchy levels and there were no changes in valuation technique .

22 Payables
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

Current
Creditors

616

742

Employment on-costsA

564

477

Accrued expenses

139

206

5

Paid Parental Leave Scheme payable

1 324

1 425

Non-current
Employment on-costs

551

522

Total non-current payables

551

522

1 875

·1 947

Total current payables

Total payables

AEmployment on-costs include payroll tax, workers compensation levies and superannuation contributions. The Authority
makes contributions to several State Government and externally managed superannuation schemes. These
contributions are treated as an expense when they occur. There is no liability for payments to beneficiaries as they have
been assumed by the respective superannuation schemes. The only liability outstanding at reporting date relates to any
contributions due but not yet paid to the South Australian Superannuation Board.
As a result of an actuarial assessment performed by the Department of Treasury and Finance, the proportion of long
service leave taken as leave has changed from the 2017 rate of 40% to 41 %. This rate is used in the employment on
cost calculation.
Paid Parental Leave Scheme payable - represents amounts which t he Authority has received from the Commonwealth
Government to forward onto eligible employees via the Authority's standard payroll processes. That is, the Authority is
acting as a condu it through which the payment to eligible employees is made on behalf of the Family Assistance Office.
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22 Payables (continued)
Interest rate and credi t ri sk
Payables are measured at nomi nal amounts. Creditors and accruals are raised for al l amounts owing but unpaid. Sundry
creditors are normally settled within 30 days from the date the invoice is first received. Employment on-costs are settled
when the respectiv e employee benefits that they relate to is discharged. All payables are non-interest bearing. The
carrying amount of payables represents fair value due to the amou nts being payable on demand.
Refer to note 31 for further information on risk management.

23 Employee benefits liability
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

1726
578

1 622

370

344
101

Current
Annual leave
Long service leave
Accrued salaries and wages
Skills and experience retention leave
Total current employee benefits

330

101
2 775

2 397

Non-current
Long service leave

5 509

5 6 16

Total non-current employee benefits

5 509

5 616

Total employee benefits

8 284

8 013

Employee benefits accrue as a result of services provided up to the reporting date that remain unpaid. Long-term
employee benefits are measured at present value and short-term empl oyee benefits are measu red at nominal amo unts.

Salaries and Wages, Annual Leave, Skills and Experi ence Retention Leave (SERL) and Sick Leave
The liability for salary and wages is measu red as the amount unpaid at the reporting date at remuneration rates current
at the reporting date.
The ann ual leave liabi lity and the SERL liabil ity in ful l is expected to be payab le withi n 12 months and is measured at the
undiscounted amou nt expected to be paid.
No provision has been made for sick leave as all sick leave is no n-vesti ng and th e average sick leave taken in future
years by employees is esti mated to be less than the annual entitlement for sick leave.

Long Service Leave
The liability for long service leave is measu red as the present value of expected future payments to be made in respect
of services provided by employees up to the end of the reportin g period using the projected unit credit method.

AASB 119 Employee Benefits specifies the calculation methodology for long service leave liability.
The actuarial assessment performed by the Department of Treasury and Finance has provided a basis for the
measureme nt of long service leave and is based on actuarial assumptions on expected futu re salary and wage levels,
experience of employee departures and periods of service . These assumptions are based on employee data over SA
Government entities .
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23 Employee benefits liability (continued)
Long Service Leave (continu ed)
AASB 119 Employee Benefits requi res th e use of the yield on long term Commonwealth Government bonds as the
discou nt rate in the measurement of the long service leave liability. The yield on long term Commonwealth Government
bonds remained unchanged from 2017 (2 .5%) to 2018 (2.5%).
The net financial effect of the changes to actuarial assumpti ons in the c urrent financial year is immaterial. The impact on
future periods is impracticab le to estimate as the long service leave li ab ility is calculated using a number of
demographical and financial assumptions - including the long-term discount rate .
The actuarial assessment performed by the Department of Treasury and Finance left the salary infl ation rate at 4% for
long service leave liabil ity and 3% for annual leave and skil ls, experience and retention leave liability. As a result, there is
no net financial effect resultin g from changes in the salary inflati on rate .
The unconditional portion of the long service leave provisio n is classified as current as the Department does not have an
unconditional right to defer settle ment of the liability for at least 12 months after reportin g date. The unconditional portion
of long service leave relates to an unconditional legal entitlement to payment arising after 10 years of service.

24 Provisions

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

Current
Provision for workers' compensation

41

84

Total current provisions

41

84

Provision for workers' compensation

61

158

Total non-<:urrent provisions

61

158

102

242

242

161

Non-<:urrent

Total provisions

Movement in Provisions
Carrying amount at the beginning of the period

81

Additional provisions recognised
(140)

Reduction resulting from re-measure ment

102

Carrying amount at the end of the period

242

A liability has been reported to reflect unsettled workers co mpensation claims. The workers compensation provision is
based on an actuari al assessment of the outstanding liability as at 30 June 2018 provided by a consulting actuary
engaged through the Office for the Public Sector (a division of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet). Th e
provision is for the estimated cost of ongoing payments to employees as required under current legislation.
The Authority is responsible for th e payment of workers compensation clai ms.
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25 Ot her liabilities

Cu rrent
Lease incentive
Other
Total current other liabilities

2018

20 17

$'000

$'000

42
9

67
21

51

88

Non-current
Lease incentive

383

378

Total non-c urrent other liabilities

383

378

Total other liabilities

434

466

Lease liabilities are effectively secured as the rights to the leased assets revert to the lessor in the event of default.

26 Unrecognised contractu al commitments
Operating lease commitments
Commitments in relation to operating leases contracted for at the reporting date but not recogn ised as liabil ities
are payable as foll ows:
20 18

2017

$'000

$'000

Later than five years

1 857
7647
11 357

2 845
7 408
14 696

Total operating lease commitments

20 861

24 949

Within one year
Later than one year but not longer than five years

Representing:
Non-cancell able operating leases

20 861

24 949

Total operating lease commitments

20 861

24949

The operating leases hel d by the Authority are for office equipment and property leases with penalty clauses equ al to the
amount of the residual payments remaining for the lease terms. The leases are payable one month in advance and the
Authority has the ri ght of renewa l. There are no existing or contingent rental provisi ons.
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27 Contingent assets and liabilities
Contingent assets and contingent li abilities are not recognised in the Statement of Financial Position, but are disclosed
by way of a note and, if quantifi able, are measured at nominal value.
The Authority has in place financial provisions which are requ ired to cover environmental liabilities that may occur during
the operating life of a licenced facil ity, or that may arise from or following the closure of a licensed facility. No value is
assigned to these provisions for fi nancial statement purposes as they will only be called upon in the event that the
licensee fa ils to fulfil their obligations.
The Authority is not aware of the existence of any contingent assets or contingent liabilities as at 30 Jun e 2018.

28 Related Party Transactions
The Authority is a government administrative un it and is wholly owned and controll ed by the Crown. Related parties of
the Authority include all key management personnel and their close family members; all Cabi net Ministers and thei r close
family members; an d all public authorities that are controlled and consolidated into the whole of govern ment financial
statements and other interests of the Government.

Significant transactions with government related entities
The Authority had significant transactions wi th Green Industries SA (GISA) - refer to Note 36.

Collectively, but not individually significant transactions with government related entities.
Quantitative information about transactions an d balances between the Authority and other SA Government entities are
disclosed at Note 33.

Transactions with Key Management Personnel and Other Related Parties
Co mpensation of Key Management Personnel is disclosed at Note 4.
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29 Cash flow reconciliation
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

Position

26 571

21 606

Balance as per the Statement of Cash Flows

26 57 1

21 606

5 149

6 494

Reconciliation of cash and cash equival ents at the end of the
reporting period
Cash and cash equivalents disclose d in the Statement of Financial

Reconciliation of net cash provided by operating activities to net
benefit of providing services
Net cash provided by operati ng activities
l ess revenues from SA Govern ment

(78)

Add payments to SA Government

11 973

5 802

(1 052)

Add / less non-cash ite ms
Depreciation and amortisation

(886)

Supplies and s ervices not requiring cash

(162)

Property, plant and equipment write-offs

( 1 802)

Resources rec eived free of charge - Shared Services SA

162

Assets received fre e of charge

373

Gain on dis,posal of non-current assets

24

Initial recognition - furniture an d fitti ngs

456

Movement in assets and liabilities
lncrease/(decrease) in receivables
(lncrease)/decrease in payables
(lncrease)/decrease in employee benefits
(lncrease)/decrease in provisions
(lncrease)/decrease in oth er liabi lities

Net benefit of providing services

85

1 656

1 005

72

(284)

(27 1)

(63)

140

(81)

32

56

16 838

11 877
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Budgetary reporting and explanations of major variance between budgets and actual
30
amounts
Budget information refers to the amounts presented to p';;1iament in the original budgeted financial statements in respect
of the reporting period (2017-18 Budget Paper 4). Budget informatio n has been included for the Statement of
Comprehensive Income and for Investment Expenditure. Budget information has not been inclu ded for the Statement of
Fin ancial Position or Statement of Cash Flows as the information in these statements are not budgeted for on the same
basis and/or determined in a different manner to financial statement informati on. These original budgeted amounts have
been presented and classified on a basis that is consistent with line items in the financial statements. However, these
amounts have not been adjusted to reflect revised bu dgets or administrative restructures/machinery of government
changes. The budget process is not subject to audit.
The original budget has been restate d to reflect the Authority's reporting in 2017 /18 of solid waste levies and Local
Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 - Deb in a Litterer revenue as administered ite ms.

budget

Restated
budget

Actual

2018
$'000

20 18
$'000

2018
$'000

23 578
8 569

23 578
8 569

23 857

32 444

895

744

279
115
(151)

1 020

1 020

127

127

886
1 978

1 851

65 738

34189

36149

1 960

78 858

47 309

50 657

3 348

1 015

1 015

102

102

1 020
100

5
(2)

24

24
535

Original

Statement of Comprehensive Income

Note

Variance
2018
$'000

Expenses
Employee benefits expenses
Supplies and services
Grants and subsidies
Depreciation and amortisation expense
Other expenses

(a)

Total expenses

8 684

(134)

Income
Fees and charges
Grants and contributions
Interest revenues
Net gain from the disposal of non-current assets
Resources received free of charge

535
651

651

79 975

48 426

52 987

4 561

(14 237)

(14 237)

(16 838)

(2 601)

Other income
Total income
Net cost/ (benefit) of providing services
Revenues from I payments to SA government
Revenues from SA government
Payments to SA govern ment

(b)

Total net revenues from SA Government

78

78

11 973

11 973

11 895

11 895

Net result

14 237

14 237

4 943

(9 294)

Total comprehensive result

14 237

14 237

4 943

(9 294)

The following are brief exp lanations of variances between restated budget and actual amounts. Explanations are
provided for variances where the variance exceeds the greater of 10% of the restated budgeted amount and 5% of
restated budgeted total expenses.
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30 Budgetary reporting and explanations of major variance between budgets and actual amounts
(continued)
a)

Other expenses is higher than the restated budget mainly due to asset write off as a result from accommodation
relocation ,

b)

Payments to SA Government was greater than restate d budget du e to a review of the Authority's operating
balance as at 30 June 2017 in accordance with the cash alignment policy. The amou nt of surplus cash as
advised by DTF was $ 11 .973 mil lion .

Administered Items
Statement of Comprehensive Income

Original

Restated

budget

budget

Actual

2018

2018

2018

2018

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

31 549

31 722

173

Note

Variance

Expenses

Intra govern ment transfers
Other expenses
Total expenses

31 549

11 7

117

31 839

290

Income

Fees, fines and penalties

(c)

31 549

33 326

1 777

31 549

33 326

1 777

(1 487)

(1 487)

Net result

1 487

1 487

Total comprehensive result

1 487

1 487

Net cost/ (benefit) of providing services

c)

The variation is due to additional waste levy collected in 2017/18.

Original
Note

Investing expenditure summary

budget

Actual

2018

2018

Variance
2018

$'000

$'000

$'000

Total new projects

(d)

465

66

(399)

Total annual program

(e)

574

21 1

(363)

1 039

277

(762)

Total in vesting expenditure

d)
. e)

Total new project investi ng expenditure was lower than original budget due to legislative delays for the
Material Flow and Levy Information Syst em project.
Total investing expenditure for annual programs was lower than origin al budget due mainly to a transfer
of funds to the operating bu dget as approved by DTF.
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31 Financial Risk Management
Financial Risk Management
Risk management is managed by the Authority's corporate services section. Authority risk management policies are in
accordance with the Risk Management Policy Statement issued by the Premier and Treasurer and the principles
established in the Australian Standard Risk Management Principles and Guidelines.
Th e Authority's exposure to financial risk (liqui dity risk, credit risk and market risk) is low due to the nature of the financial
instruments held.
Liquidity risk
The Authority is funded principally from revenue received from licence fees and waste levies. The Authority works with
the Department of Treasury and Finance to determine the cash flows associated with its Government approved program
of work and to ensure funding is provided through SA Government budgetary processes to meet the expected cash
flows .
Refer to Note 22 for further information .
Credit Risk
The Authority has policies and procedures in place to ensure that transactions occur with customers with appropriate
credit history.
The Authority does not trade in foreign currency, nor enter into transactions for speculative purposes, nor for hedging.
The Authority does not undertake any hedging in relation to interest or foreign currency risk and manages its risk as per
the Government's risk management strategy articulated in Tl 23 Management or Foreign Currency Exposures.
No collateral is held as security and no credit enhancements relate to financial assets held by the Authority.
Refer to Notes 17 and 18 for further information.
There have been no changes in risk exposure since the last reporting period .
Categorisation of Financial Instruments
Details of the significant accounting policies and methods adopted including the criteria for recognition, the basis of
measurement, and the basis on which income and expenses are recognised with respect to each class of financial asset,
financial liability and equity instrument are disclosed in the respective financial asset/liab ility note.
The carrying amou nts are detailed below of each of the following categories of financial assets and liab ilities:
•

Held-to-maturity investments

•

loan and receivables

•

financial li abilities measured at cost.

The Authority does not reco gnise any financial assets or finan cial liabilities at fair value, but does disclose fair value in
the notes. All of the resulting fair value estimates are included in level 2 as all significant inputs required are observable .
•

The carrying value less impairment provisions of receivables and payables is a reasonable approximation of their fair
values due to the short-term nature of these (refer Notes 18 and 22).
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31 Financial Risk Management (continued)
Categorisation of financial instruments (continued)

2017

2018
Category of financial asset
Notes
and financial liability

Carrying
Carrying
amount/fair amount/fair
value
value

2018 Contractual maturities

Current

Within 1
year

1-5 years

More than
5 years

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

26 57 1

21 606

26 571

-

-

-

29

54
21 660

29

-

26 600

-

-

-

Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equ ivalents
Loans and receivables
Receivables

(1 )(2)

Total financial assets

26 600

Financial liabilities
Financial liabilities at cost
Payables

(1)

Total financial liabilities

642

794

642

-

-

-

642

794

642

-

-

.

(1) Th e receivable an d payable amounts disclosed here exclude amounts relating to statutory receivables and payables
(e. g. Commonwealth, State and Local Govt taxes, fe·es and charges: A uditor-General's Department audit fee·s). In
government, certain rights to receive or pay cash may not be contractu al and therefore, in these situations, th e
requ irem ents will not .apply. Where rights or obligations have their source in legislation such as levies, tax and
equivalents, they would be excl uded fro m the disclosure. The standard defi nes contract as enforceable by law. All
amounts recorded are carried at cost (not materi ally different fro m amortised cost).
(2) Th e receivables amount disclosed here excludes prepayments. Prepayments are presented in Note 18 as trade and
other receivables in accorda nce with paragraph 78(b) of AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements. However,
prepayments are not fin ancial assets as defined in AASB 132 Financial Instruments: Presentation as the future economic
benefit of these assets is the recei pt of goods and services rather than th e right to receive cash or another financial
asset.

32 Events after the reporting period
There were no events th at occu rred after the reporti ng period for the year ended 30 June 2018.
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33

Transactions with SA Government

The following table discloses revenues, expenses, financial assets and li abilities where the counterparty/transaction is
with an entity within the SA Government as at the reporting date, classified according to their nature .

Non-SA
Government

SA Government
Note

Total

2018

2017

2018

2017

2018

2017

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

$'000

10

1 068

23 847

21 899

23 857

22 967

186

185

248
46

122
157

2 238
280
1 043

2 252
212
929

1 434
428

1 350
438

434
46
2238
1 714
1 471

307
157
2 252
1 562
1 367

173

156

496

390

669

546

2

3

51
50
67

70
9
97
2
233
3
184

394
74
373
291
79
206
48
245
675
886

368
71
374
279
48
212
43
301
411
1 052

396
74
424
341
146
206
280
245
744
886

371
71
444
288
145
214
276
304
595
1 052

65

8

65

8

1 802
3

7

1 802
3
108
11 973

7
134
5 802

31 640

27 530

48122

38 869

Expenses
Employee benefits expenses
Supplies and services

4
6

Accommodation and property
management
Contractors
Operating lease payments
Fee for service
General administration
Information technology &
communication
Minor works, maintenance &
equipment
. Monitoring fees
Scientific and technical services
Staff development
Transportation
Travel and accommodation

232

Vehicle and aircraft
Other

Grants and subsidies
Depreciation and amortisation
other expenses

69

8
7
9

Bad and doubtful debts
Property , plant and equip ment writeoffs
Other (excluding audit f ees)

Auditor Remuneration
Payments to SA Government
Total expenses

16

108
11 973

134
5 802

16 482

11 339
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33 Transactions with SA Government (continued)
Non-SA
Government

SA Gove rnment
Note

Total

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

$'000

2017
$'000

50
1 247

7
2 200
2

1 593
9 408

232
8 882

1 643
10 655

239
11 082

2 757

3 086

1 153
33 966

1 199
27 948

3 159
1 158
3397 1

3 088
1 209
27 948

71
669

72

71
1 020

72
1 195

2018

Income
Revenues from fees and charges

10

Fines and penalties
Environ mental authorisation fees
Radiation licence fees

402

Other licence fees

5
5

W aste levies

10

Other fees and charges

Grants and contributions

11

351

299

Resources received free of charge

13

Interest revenues
Net gain from the disposal of non current assets

12

535
100

97

Other income

9
188
· 417

Lease incentive

3 387

97

24

3
2

9

3

37

9

225
417

11

2 620

49 678

42 324

53 065

44944

18

7 394

5 663

7 394
9

5 681
8

56
4

114

56

4

4

114
4

7 463

5 807

78

16

Total income

100
24

Salaries and wages recoveries

Net Revenues from SA Government

535

14
15

Other sundry revenue

896

78

Financial assets
Receivables

18

Receivables
Accrued revenues

9

8

Prepayments
Workers compensation recoveri es

Total financial assets

9

26

7 454

5 781

120

106
999
154

496

636

616

742

52

1 115
139

999
206

Financial liabilities
Payables

22

Creditors
Employment on-costs

1 115
113

Accrued ex penses
Paid Parental Leave Scheme payable

Other liabilities

5

5

25

Lease incentive

425

445

Oth er

Total financial liabilities

26

1 773

91

1 704

425

445

9

21

9

21

536

709

2 309

2 413
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Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 2018
34 The Environment Protection Fund
The foll owing is a summary of the amounts included in the Fun d. In refiecting these amounts in the Authority's financial
statements, transactions between the Fund and the Authority have been eliminated.
Statement of Comprehensive Income
2018

for the year ended 30 June 20 18

$'000

2017
$'000

Income

3 424
97

Other Income

4 289
100
48

Total income

4437

3 521

Grants and subsidies

325
3 447
22

303
3 189
18

Total expenses

3 794

3 510

643

11

Fees and Charges
Interest revenue

Expenses
Employee benefits
Supplies and services

Net result

Statement of Financial Position
2018

2017

$'000

$'000

Receivables

7 534
471

6 941
392

Total current assets

8 005

7 333

Total assets

8005

7 333

as at 30 June 2018
Current assets
Cash

Current liabi_
lities
Payables

128

99

Total current liabilities

128

99

Total liabilities

128

99

7 877

7 234

Retained earnings

7 877

7 234

Total equ ity

7 877

7 234

Net assets
Equ ity

92

Environment Protection Authority Annual Performance Report 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018

Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

fo r the year ended 30 June 2018
34 The Environment Protection Fun d (continued)
Statement of Changes in Equity
for the year ended 30 June 2018

Retained

Balance at 1 July 2016
Net resu lt for 2016-17

Balance at 30 June 2017
Net result for 2017-18
Balance at 30 June 2018

Earnings

Total

$'000

$'000

7 223

7 223

11

11

7 234

7 234

643

643

7 877

7 877

Statement of Cash Flows
for the year ended 30 June 2018

2018

2017

Inflows

Inflows

(Outflows)

(Outflows)

$'000

$'000

(318)

(303)
(3 201)

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash outflows

Employee benefit payments
Payments for su pplies and services

(3 426)

Grants and contribution payments
Cash used in operations

(22)

(18)

(3 766)

(3 522)

4 2 11

3 354

100

101

Cash inflows

Fees and charges
interest received
Other Income

48

Cash generated from operations

4 359

3 455

Net cash provided by/(used in) operating activities

593

(67)

Net increase / (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents

593

(67)

Cash an d cash equivalents at th e beginning of th e reportin g period

6 941

7 008

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period

7 534

6 941
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35 Radiation Protection
The admin istrative unit has responsibility for radiation protection functions under the Radiation Protection and Control Act
1982.
The followin g summarises income and expenditure attributable to radiation protection functions within the administrative
unit excluding the allocation of overheads. In reflecting these amounts in the Authori ty's financial statements,
transactions between Radiation Protection and the Statutory Authority have been eliminated.
2017

2018
$'000

$'000

Grants and contributions

3 159
12
26

3 088
13
26

Total income

3197

3 127

Supplies and services

1 574
84

1 460
118

Total expenses

1 658

1 578

Net result

1 539

1 549

Statement of Comprehensi ve Income for the Year Ended 30 June 2016
Income
Radiation license fees
Sales

Expenses
Employee benefits

36 Administered Items
The following is a summary of the amounts captured as Administered Items of the Authority which comprises Solid
Waste Levies received and transferred to Green Industries SA and revenue received under the Local Nuisance and Litter
Control Act 2016.

2018

2017

$'000

$'000

Solid waste levies
Expiation fees (Deb in a Litterer)

33 209
117

27 467

Total income

33 326

27 468

Solid waste levies transferred to GISA
Expiation fees (Deb in a Litterer) transferred to Consolidated Accoun t

31 722
117

27 176
1

Total expenses

31 839

27177

1 487

291

Statement of Comprehensive Income for the Year Ended 30 June 2018
Income

Expenses

Net result
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36 Admin istered Items (continued)
Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2018

2018
$'000

2017
$'000

Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables

2
5108

3 621

Total current assets

5 110

3 622

Total assets

5 110

3 622

Current liabilities
Payab les

2

Total current liabilities

2

Total liabilities

2

Net assets

5 108

3 621

Equity
Retained earnings

5 108

3 621

Total equity

5108

3 621

Retained
Earnings
$'000

Total
$'000

Balance at 1 July 2016

3 330

3 330

Net result for 2016-17
Balance at 30 June 2017

291
3 621

291
3 621

Net resultfor201 7-18

1 487
5108

1 487
5108

State merit of Changes in Equity for the Year Ended 30 June 2018

Balance at 30 June 2018
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36 Administered Items (continued)
Statemen t of Cash Flows for the Year Ended 30 June 2018

2018

2017

$'000

$'000

31 722

22176

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash inflows
Solid waste levies received

117

Expiation fee s (Deb in a Litterer)

31 839

22 177

Solid waste levies transferred to GISA
Expiation fees (Deb in a Litterer) return ed to Consolidated Account)

(31 722)

(22 176)

Cash used in operations

(31 838)

Cash generated from operations
Cash outflows

(116)
(22 176)

Net cash provided by operating activities
Net increase in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents at the begi nning of the reporting period
Cash and cash equi valents at the end of the reporting period

2

37 Impact of standards not yet implemented
AAS B 9 Financial Instruments
The revision to AASB 9 applies to reportin g periods begin ning on or after 1 January 2018, i.e. to financial statements as
30 June 2019. AASB 9 provides th e principles for the classification , measurement, recognition , de-recognition and
disclosure associated wi th financial assets and liabilities. The key changes include si mpl ified requirements for
classification and measurement of financial assets and a revised impairment loss model to recognise impairment losses
earlier, as opposed to th e current appro ach that recognised impairment only whe n incurred.
The Authority has not yet quantified th e impact of AASB 9 on the classification and measurement of its financial assets.

AASB 15 Revenue fro m Contracts with Customers AAS B 1058 Income of Not-for-Profit Entities
These standards will apply for the first time to reporting periods beginn in g on or after 1 January 2019, i.e. to fi nancial
statements as 30 June 2020. The Au thority has commenced analysing the new reven ue recogniti on require ments under
these standards and is yet to form conclusions about significant impacts.

AASB 16 Leases
This stan dard will apply for the first time to rep orting peri ods begin ning on or after 1 January 2019, i.e. to financial
statements as 30 June 2020. Th e standard supersedes AASB 117 Leases and unlike AAS B 117, AASB 16 introduces a
single lease accounting model for lessees , elimi nating the distinction between operating and fin ance leases. Lessees
will be required to recognise a right-of-use asset (representing rights to use the underlying leased asset) and a liabi lity
(representing the obligation to make lease payments) for all leases with a term of more than 12 months, unless the
underlying assets are of low value.
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37 Impact of standards not yet implemented (continued)

The right-of-use asset will be initially recognised at cost, consisting of the initial amount of the associated lease liability,
plus any lease payments made to the lessor at or before the effective date, less any lease incentive received , the initial
esti mate of restoration costs and any in itial direct costs incurred by the lessee. The right-of-use asset will give rise to a
depreciation expense.
The lease liability will be initially recognised at an amount equal to the present value of the lease payments during the
lease term that are not yet paid. Current operating lease rental payme nts will no longer be expensed in the Statement of
Comprehensive Income. Th ey will be apportioned between a.reduction in the recognised lease liability and the implicit
finance charge (the effective rate of interest) in the lease . The finance cost will also be recognised as an expense.
AASB 16 allows a 'cumulative approach' rather than full retrospective application to recognising existing operating
leases. The Authority will app ly the 'cumulative approach' , and will not need to restate comparative information. Instead,
the cumulative effect of applying the standard is recognised as an adjustment to the opening balance of accumulated
surplus (or other component of equity, as appropriate) at the date of initial application.
The Authority has not yet quantified the impact on the Statement of Comprehensive Income or the Statement of Fin ancial
Position of applying AASB 16 to its current operating leases, including the extent of additional disclosures required .
It is anticipated that there wi ll be a marginal impact each year on net result due to recognition of depreciation and interest
on lease liabilities as expenses. There wil l be no impact on the total net result over the life of the lease.
The classification of cash flows will be affected as operating lease payments will be split into a principal and interest
portion which will be presented as financing and operating cash flows respectively. Currently, operating lease payme nts
are presented as operating cash flows and recorded as commitments, which are not captured in the Statement of
Financial Position.
The Authority's current operating lease commitments note (see Note 26) provides an indication of the amounts to be
recognised 'on-balance sheet' at transition (an expected increase in lease li abilities with a corresponding right-of-use
asset) . The reclassification between supplies and services expense and depreciation/interest has not yet been
estimated .
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Abbreviations
Abbreviation

Description

ABD

Adelaide Brighton Cement

AFRM

Alternative Fuel and/or Raw Materials

CARES

Complaints and Reports of Environmental Significance reporting system

CDL

Container Deposit legislation

COAG

Council of Australian Governments

CUO

Clean-up Order

DAIP

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan

DDA

Disability Discrimination Act 1992

DEM

Department for Energy and Mining

DMP

Dredge management plan

DPTI

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure

EPA

Environment Protection Authority

EP Act

Environment Protection Act 1993

EPO

Environment Protection Order

EPP

Environment Protection Policy

ERD Court

Environment, Resources and Development Court

ERT

Emergency Response Team

HPF

High Performance Framework

ITSB

Investigations and Tactical Support Branch

IWS

Integrated Waste Resources

MFS

Metropolitan Fire Service

NEMP

National Environment Management Plan

P&D Code

Planning and Design Code

PDI Act

Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act

PFAS

per- and poly- fluoroalkyl substances

PIRSA

Department of Primary Industries and Regions South Australia

RIP

Regulatory Improvement Program

RP Committee

Radiation Protection Committee

RPC Act

Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982

SAPOL

South Australia Police

SCAP

State Commission Assessment Panel

SoER

State of the Environment Report

SPPs

State planning policies

TFI

Thomas Foods International

WHS&IM

Work health safety & injury management

WP Act

Whistleblowers Protection Act 1993

WSUD

Water Sensitive Urban Design
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