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From the Presiding Member and Chief Executive
We are pleased to present the Environment Protection Authority’s Annual Report for 2018-19. Over
the past year, the EPA has continued to work closely with industry, government and the community to
protect South Australia’s environment, and has supported and encouraged business practices that
are sustainable and innovative, and worked towards a more circular economy.

Strategic directions for 2018-2022
In August 2018, the EPA released its Strategic directions 2018-2022, which sets out the long-term
vision and objectives to guide its work for the next four years. The EPA’s vision for: ‘A better
environment for the health, wellbeing and prosperity of all South Australians’ underpins all of the
EPA’s work.

State of the Environment Report 2018
Every five years, the EPA releases the State of the Environment Report, bringing together an
extensive range of environmental monitoring data from across South Australia to inform the
community about the current state of the environment. The 2018 State of the Environment Report was
launched in November 2018 and assesses the state’s efforts to deal with issues relating to climate,
air, water, land and coasts, and makes a series of recommendations that will help shape South
Australian environmental policy. These recommendations include embedding climate change
response into all government planning, developing a prioritised biodiversity action plan and the need
to campaign for coordinated national action to reduce waste.

Container deposit scheme
In January 2019, the Minister for Environment and Water announced a review of South Australia’s
container deposit scheme. South Australia has been leading the way in recycling since introducing the
country’s first container deposit scheme in 1977, and this review aims to build on that achievement for
the future. The scoping paper: Improving South Australia's recycling makes cents began a
conversation about ways the EPA could enhance the scheme, which looked at every aspect, from the
type of containers that can be returned for deposit to its overarching governance. The EPA asked for
feedback from the community and received more than 1,000 responses to an online survey and 97
written submissions, including 82 from industry.

EPA Board Summit 2019
Submissions from industry were the driver for the theme of this year’s EPA Board Summit held in May
2019, namely: ‘Next Generation CDS’. The Summit was attended by representatives from
government, business, industry associations, non-government organisations and the community who
raised the question about whether governance arrangements for the container deposit scheme should
be reformed and what a new structure could look like. Consideration was given to world’s best
practice and the experience of interstate jurisdictions, which will be invaluable for informing a
discussion paper that will guide the next stage of consultation.

Per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances
Found in historical firefighting foams that are being phased out, the group of chemicals referred to as
per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) is an emerging contaminant at a national level, and has
been found at a number of sites around the country. Some of these sites are state regulated, but
there is an ongoing challenge surrounding its management at federal facilities, such as airports and
defence bases.
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Waste regulation
In the waste and recycling sector, kerbside recycling, container deposit schemes, plastic bag bans
and stewardship schemes for products such as tyres, packaging and batteries have been of high
interest. A new National Waste Policy was released in late 2018 that focuses on a circular-economy
approach that maintains the use and value of resources for as long as possible. The South Australian
community strongly supports this approach, and the EPA is seeing both a growing desire to reuse our
resources and an economic opportunity. The EPA and Green Industries SA are working with the
Commonwealth Government to develop a high-level action plan that will address waste management
across the country.

Environmental regulation
A key part of the EPA’s role involves regulating industries that have potential or actual impact on the
environment. More than 1,500 South Australian businesses hold an EPA environmental licence.
The EPA’s science, assessment, regulation and community engagement staff have carried out a
substantial amount of work to develop an appropriate environmental licence for the Flinders Ports
project to widen the Outer Harbor shipping channel. This operation is an important one for the state,
as it will allow continued access to Port Adelaide for international transport and cruise ships, which
have increased in size over the years. The licence includes stringent conditions to protect the Gulf
St Vincent environment and marine life, including seagrass and the iconic Port River dolphins. The
licence development process also involved extensive engagement with the community and other
stakeholders.
Working with Flinders Power as it progressed the closure of the former Port Augusta power station
site has also been of considerable importance. The EPA regulated the site while it was in operation
and continues to license it during its closure and post-closure phase, which has required Flinders
Power to produce a number of management plans, including those dealing with dust management
and the ash dam. The licence has now been transferred to the site’s new owner CU-River Mining.
This transfer process, which includes the payment of a $2.4 million financial assurance, ensures the
licence will continue to provide the community and industry with confidence regarding the finalisation
and consolidation of the effective rehabilitation of the site.

Enforcement
During 2018-19, the EPA undertook 12 successful prosecutions, two civil penalties and a civil remedy.
For two particularly significant prosecutions, the Environment, Resources and Development Court
imposed substantial fines on waste contractors found to be operating illegal waste depots. One of
these operators received a substantial fine for their part in illegally dumping construction and
demolition waste in a disused quarry. In a separate matter, an unlicensed operator was also convicted
and fined for operating two illegal asbestos waste depots and verbally abusing EPA staff. A Court
Order was also sought that restrained this person from operating unlicensed waste depots sending a
strong message that repeat offending and harassing authorised officers during the course of their
work is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.

Site contamination
With regard to site contamination, the EPA is working towards introducing, for the first time, a
licensing structure for petrol stations—a measure that recognises the significant regulatory effort
required to manage environmental harm from this sector. The EPA continues to engage with service
station operators and industry associations ahead of the new requirement to ensure the smooth
implementation of the licensing process.
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A groundwater prohibition area has been declared in Glenelg East and another proposed for Hendon
for the safety of the community. In both areas, historic industrial activity has left the aquifer
contaminated with various chemicals and the groundwater unfit for use. Whenever the EPA is
assessing an area for groundwater contamination, its site contamination and community engagement
teams go through an extensive engagement process with affected residents to enable them to be part
of the discussion, and seeks their views and explains the implications of orphan sites and the next
steps.
As part of a pilot trial and, what is believed to be, an Australian first, the EPA has successfully
overseen the design and installation of ventilation systems at three residential homes at Beverley.
Chemicals can enter the indoor air of homes as vapour through cracks in floorboards or concrete
slabs. The vapour commonly rises from contaminated groundwater and is present in the ground as
soil vapour. There has been successful installation of the systems in a further three homes in
Beverley and six in Thebarton, which has reduced trichloroethene vapour in those homes to safe
levels with regard to human health.

Radiation protection
The Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982 is in the process of being replaced by more modern
legislation, following public consultation on a Bill. This Act needed to be modernised, having not been
significantly updated since it became law 37 years ago. The proposed changes are aimed at
improving safety for the community using contemporary regulatory approaches to ensure regulatory
requirements are met, and include new criteria for orders and offences, penalties that reflect the
potential for harm and enhanced security measures, as well as streamlined licensing.

Budget response
Like all state government agencies, the EPA must deliver its core services while meeting budgetary
requirements. As part of the response to the September 2018 Budget, the EPA is building greater
‘lean thinking’ into its work and reorganising its operations to maximise efficiency and effectiveness.
The EPA is also identifying better ways to support its regulation and assessment functions, including
better alignment of its processes with the harm posed by regulated activities.
In closing, we would like to acknowledge our strong and effective working relationship with the Hon.
David Speirs, Minister for Environment and Water, and to thank EPA staff and Board members for
their ongoing hard work and dedication over the past 12 months. We look forward to continuing our
work over the coming year.

Catherine Cooper

Kathryn Bellette

Presiding Member

Acting Chief Executive

Environment Protection Authority

Environment Protection Authority
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Overview of our organisation
Our purpose
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) is South Australia’s independent environment protection
regulator. It works to protect, restore and improve the environment through the risk-based regulation
of pollution, waste, noise and radiation. By working closely with industry, the community and
government, the EPA protects our unique natural environment while supporting economic growth and
improving wellbeing.

Our functions and deliverables
The EPA administers and enforces the Environment Protection Act 1993 (EP Act) by:
•

licensing, inspecting and auditing activities that have an impact on the environment

•

developing environmental policies

•

undertaking environmental assessment of new developments

•

monitoring and reporting on air and water quality

•

delivering pollution avoidance and reduction programs for water, catchments, air, noise and
waste

•

providing support to local government

•

undertaking reporting on the state of the environment.

The Environment Protection Authority also provides support to the Radiation Protection Committee
established by the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982 (RPC Act).

Our vision

The EPA’s Strategic directions 2018–2022 sets out its long-term vision for: ‘A
better environment for the health, wellbeing and prosperity of all South
Australians’. This provides a framework for the achievement of the EPA’s
statutory responsibilities.

Our values

The EPA subscribes to the South Australian Public Sector Values, its Code of
Ethics and the EPA’s Ways of Working. This helps to shape the culture and
identity of the organisation.

Our objectives

In seeking to achieve its vision, the EPA’s strategic directions set out the
following five objectives:
1. Safeguard communities and the environment
2. Enable innovative and sustainable industry practices
3. Work with communities and industry to manage environmental
challenges
4. Build and share our knowledge, science and information
5. Be an effective and trusted regulator, striving for excellence in our
capability and performance.
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Our organisational structure
The EPA’s organisational structure, shown in Figure 1, supports the effective delivery of the
organisation’s functions.

Figure 1—EPA organisational structure as at 30 June 2019

Changes to the agency
During 2018-19, the Dob in a Litterer program was discontinued. There were no other changes to the
agency’s structure and objectives as a result of internal reviews or machinery-of-government
changes.

Our Minister
The Hon David Speirs MP
Minister for Environment and Water

Our Board
The EPA Board is the governing body of the EPA for matters related to the EP Act and provides
strategic direction, develops environmental policy and monitors performance. Members of the EPA
Board are appointed by the Governor of South Australia and are chosen for their qualifications,
experience and expertise. Board members for 2018-19 are listed in Table 1.
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Table 1—EPA Board members for 2018-19

Member
Ms Catherine Cooper,
Presiding Member
Dr Stephen Christley,
Deputy Presiding Member
Mr Tony Circelli, Chief
Executive EPA (ex officio)

Board member qualifications, experience and expertise
Reduction, reuse, recycling and management of waste or the
environmental management industry
Management generally, and public sector management
Science and public health
Management generally, and public sector management
Environmental protection and management or natural resources
management
Management generally, and public sector management
Local government

Dr Helen Macdonald

Environmental protection and management
Conservation and advocacy on behalf of the community
Environmental law
Local government

Mr Mark Withers

Reduction, reuse, recycling and management of waste or the
environmental management industry
Environmental law

Ms Christine Trenorden

Environmental conservation and advocacy about environmental
matters on behalf of the community
Environmental protection and management

Mr Christopher Stathy OAM
Prof Nancy Cromar

Industry, commerce or economic development
Environmental protection and management
Conservation and advocacy on behalf of the community

EPA Board general and special meetings
A total of 11 EPA Board meetings were held during the 2018-19 period. The EPA hosted an industry
summit in May 2019 (Round-table).

Radiation Protection Committee
The Radiation Protection Committee (RP Committee) is an expert advisory body for matters related to
the RPC Act. The RP Committee consists of ten members appointed by the Governor of South
Australia, and includes a presiding member. The Presiding Member must be an officer or employee of
the department of the minister to whom the RPC Act is committed (that is, the EPA).
The specific membership qualifications and expertise relevant to the administration of the RPC Act
are prescribed in section 9 of the RPC Act. Section 10 provides that the Governor of South Australia
may appoint a suitable person to be a deputy member of the RP Committee. The three-year term of
the RP Committee expired on 26 November 2018. On 21 February 2019, the Governor appointed the
new RP Committee for a three-year term, which will expire on 20 February 2022. The previous and
current members, including deputy members, of the RP Committee are listed in Tables 2 and 3,
respectively.
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Table 2—Previous Radiation Protection Committee members (2016-18)

Members

Section of the RPC Act

Deputy members

Mr Tony Circelli

9(2)a

Vacant

Dr Sarah Constantine

9(2)b

Dr Michelle Nottage

Ms Cara Miller

9(2)c

Mr Costas Kapsis

Mr Graeme Palmer

9(2)d

Dr Kent Gregory

Prof Nigel Spooner

9(2)e

Dr Judith Pollard

Prof Eva Bezak

9(2)f

Ms Jill Fitch

Dr Ian Kirkwood

9(2)g

Dr Michael Kitchener

Mr Greg Marshall

9(2)h

Mr Jim Hondros

Prof Pamela Sykes

9(2)i

Dr Michael Lardelli

Ms Iris O’Rourke

9(2)j

Ms Bettina Venner

Table 3—Current Radiation Protection Committee members (2019-22)

Members

Section of the RPC Act

Deputy members

Mr Tony Circelli

9(2)a

Mr Keith Baldry

Dr Sarah Constantine

9(2)b

Dr Michelle Nottage

Ms Cara Miller

9(2)c

Mr Costas Kapsis

Mr Graeme Palmer

9(2)d

Dr Kent Gregory

Prof Nigel Spooner

9(2)e

Dr Judith Pollard

Prof Eva Bezak

9(2)f

Ms Kathryn Levingstone

Dr Wilson Vallat

9(2)g

Dr Ian Kirkwood

Mr Greg Marshall

9(2)h

Mr Jim Hondros

Prof Pamela Sykes

9(2)i

Dr Michael Lardelli

Ms Bettina Venner

9(2)j

Ms Michelle Waters

Radiation Protection Committee meeting outcomes
During 2018–19, the RP Committee met on three occasions and considered many of the radiation
protection matters presented in this report. It also discussed and provided expert advice on various
matters, including the formation of a radiation protection reference group, the aim of which would be
to provide industry and expert advice about the application of radiation regulation. Initially, the group
would provide advice about shielding regulations and guidelines.
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Our Executive Leadership Team
Members of the EPA’s Executive Leadership Team are as follows:
•

Tony Circelli, Chief Executive

•

Kathryn Bellette, Director Strategy and Assessment

•

Peter Dolan, Director Regulation

•

Keith Baldry, Director Science and Information

•

Suzanne Behrendt, General Manager, People and Performance

•

Richard Jacka, Chief Finance Officer

•

Melinda Clarke, Manager Strategic Communication and Engagement

•

Staff representative.

Legislation administered by the agency
The EPA administers the following legislation:
•

Environment Protection Act 1993

•

Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982

•

Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016

•

Plastic Shopping Bags (Waste Avoidance) Act 2008.

Other related agencies
The following agencies also fall within the Minister’s area/s of responsibility:
•

Department for Environment and Water

•

Green Industries SA

•

SA Water.
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Performance at a glance
EPA Corporate Plan snapshot achievements during 2018-19
The EPA’s performance against its strategic objectives is discussed as follows:

Safeguard communities and the environment
• released the guidelines for the assessment and remediation of site contamination, and a draft
of the Development Assessment (Site Contamination) Regulations 2018 was circulated for
targeted stakeholder consultation, to provide clear and transparent information about the
legislative and policy approach to risk-based assessment and remediation of site
contamination in South Australia
• drafted and consulted on the Radiation Protection and Control Bill 2019, which will modernise
administrative arrangements, ensure state legislation reflects national reforms and strengthen
the EPA’s enforcement powers
• reviewed and remade the Radiation Protection and Control (Transport of Radioactive
Substances) Regulations 2003, and the new Regulations came into effect on 1 September
2018
• contributed to the implementation of the Intergovernmental Agreement on a National
Framework for Responding to PFAS Contamination
• established a project team to conduct research and develop a regulatory approach for particle
therapy facilities that appropriately considers risks and controls at each stage of a facility’s
licence assessment process
• inspected waste material stockpiling operations of priority waste and recycling sites to ensure
compliance and inform amendments to licence conditions.

Enable innovative and sustainable industry practices
• released a scoping paper seeking feedback from the community and industry on the operation
and potential modernisation of the container deposit scheme
• started a review of the guidelines and regulatory framework for dredging to ensure a
risk-based and outcome-focused approach for the assessment and regulation of dredging
activities
• continued the redesign of information for business and industry on the EPA website to enable
access to regulatory and environmental advice, and good practices for small and medium
enterprises.

Work with communities and industry to manage environmental challenges
• launched the 2018 State of the Environment Report and published it on the EPA website.
Report findings were widely promoted and presented at a community forum that offered an
opportunity for stakeholders to discuss the EPA Board’s recommendations on key issues.
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Build and share our knowledge, science and information
• continued work on providing clickable maps with air quality displayed and acquired five air
quality sensors for the measurement of PM2.5, PM10 and CO to make the EPA’s scientific data
more accessible and improve integration with other data platforms
• initiated a structure and content review of the EPA’s website to improve the range of
information to better inform communities about relevant environmental issues
• implemented a regulatory strategy and intelligence function and undertook an assessment of
the movement of waste soils and asbestos to support intelligence-led regulation
• established an Applied Research Coordination Group that comprises relevant staff from the
EPA. Its objective is to facilitate the sharing of existing and prospective research initiatives with
EPA staff. The terms of reference were finalised and an EPA Research Prospectus was
developed. The Prospectus summarises prospective research issues where the EPA would
welcome collaboration with research organisations. Issues cover the land-coastal interface,
emerging contaminants, air science, wind farms and waste management.

Be an effective and trusted regulator, striving for excellence in our capability and
performance
• reviewed and updated the EPA’s complaints policy concurrently with the improvement of
information provided through the EPA website, to improve the organisation’s governance,
accountability and service provision
• implemented the EPA’s response project to enable the achievement of budget savings
requirements and to best position the agency to achieve its 2018-22 strategic directions
• improved the effectiveness of the EPA's regulatory approach and tools by implementing a
regulatory improvement plan, including a review of the financial assurances policy
• reviewed the EPA’s compliance approach and activities by implementing a Regulatory
Transformation Project, with a new structure developed for the Regulation Directorate
• continued focusing on safety by developing a Work, Health and Safety and Injury Management
staff survey

• rolled out a program to build internal capability for the application of Lean Thinking principles
and tools, and to promote a continuous improvement culture across the organisation
• delivered performance conversations and leadership training for managers and team leaders.
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Our performance scorecard
The EPA has a Performance Measurement Framework that allows it to track and report on progress
made during the year. The EPA’s performance scorecard provides a summary of key activity
indicators and performance measures, as shown in Table 4.
Table 4—Performance scorecard
Objective

Safeguard
communities and
the environment

Level
of
control1
L

# of enquiries made to the EPA

L

# of environmental incident reports
received by the EPA

L

# of audit commencement
notifications (site contamination)
recorded on the Public Register

L

# of new EPA authorisations

L

# of active EPA authorisations2

H
H
H
L
H

Enable innovative
and sustainable
industry practices

Work with
communities and
industry to manage
environmental
challenges
Build and share our
knowledge, science
and information

Be an effective and
trusted regulator

1

Measure / indicator

H

% of radiation reports from uranium
mines and new projects assessed 2
# of inspections and audits to ensure
compliance 2
% of all new diagnostic X-ray
apparatus fully registered under third
party certification program2
# of calls received by the EPA
Asbestos Hotline
% of mandatory attendance
emergency incidents where
Emergency Response Team on
scene within two hours
% of EPA responses to statements of
intent and development plan
amendments made within statutory
timeframes2

2016-17 2017-18

2018-19
target /
projection

2018-19
result

11,808

10,080

as required

8,018

3,476

1,166

as required

1,077

47

29

as required

38

135

190

as required

122

2,135

2,148

as required

2,149

100%

100%

100%

100%

721

725

700

706

87%

86%

90%
as required

75%

947

551

346

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

H

% of EPA responses to development
application referrals made within
statutory timeframes2

97%

95%

100%

97%

L

% of containers returned for a refund

80%

77%

80%

76%

L

Waste to landfill (‘000 tonnes)

M

# of visits to the EPA website

M

% of surveyed callers either satisfied
or very satisfied with overall service
provided by the Call Centre

76%

H

% of CARES incidents and enquiries
actioned within three business days2

H

% of licence applications determined
within the prescribed (statutory) time
period2

855

865

<8143

>300,000

333,843

85%

80%

87%

81%

76%

80%

82%

86%

88%

100%

83%

266,395 293,876

H (high), M (medium), L (low). 2Performance indicator in 2018-19 Agency Statement. 3SA Strategic Plan target for 2020.
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Agency-specific objectives and performance
Performance measured against EPA objectives is outlined in Table 5.
Table 5—Performance in relation to agency-specific objectives

Agency objectives

Indicators

Performance

Safeguard communities
and the environment

The percentage of enquiry and incident
reports actioned within three business
days

82% of incident reports were
actioned within three business
days (target 80%)

Work with communities
and industry to manage
environmental challenges

Percentage of development application
responses and approvals made within
statutory timeframes

97% were made within statutory
timeframes (target 100%)

Enable innovative and
sustainable industry
practices

The percentage of licence applications
determined within statutory timeframes

83% were determined within
statutory timeframes (target 100%)

Agency contribution to whole-of-government objectives
The EPA has identified key opportunities to achieve better outcomes for business, the community and
the environment and manage environmental impacts, as described in Table 6.
Table 6—Contribution of the EPA to whole-of-government objectives

Key objective
More jobs

Agency’s contribution
The EPA:
• supports modern regulation that enables industry innovation and
provides a level playing field and greater certainty for investment in
sectors such as waste management and urban renewal
• protects South Australia’s competitive advantage of a clean and green
environment.

Lower costs

The EPA:
• tailors its regulatory approach and effort based on the level of risk and
harm to the environment, reducing the regulatory burden and costs to
the broader community and industry
• enforces the law to ensure that the community is not left with the costs
of clean-ups from illegal activities or poor industry practices.

Better services

The EPA:
• provides effective services to the community and industry, in particular
regarding emergency response to incidents and pollution reports and
works in partnership with local government to address local issues
• has expanded its community engagement capability and reach to
ensure that communities are informed about, and engaged with, issues
that are important to them
• provides effective customer service through an up-to-date website with
relevant information for the community and licensees, a 24/7 call centre
and environmental emergency response service.
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Agency operations and initiatives
The EPA undertakes a number of environmental programs and functions that contribute to the
achievement of the objects of the EP Act and RPC Act, and other relevant legislation. The key
programs and initiatives undertaken by the EPA to meet these objects are highlighted as follows.

Science and information
State of the Environment Report 2018
The Environment Protection Act 1993 requires the EPA to prepare and publish, at least every five
years, a report on the state of the South Australian environment. The 2018 State of the Environment
Report (SOER) presents an analysis of trends in the condition of natural resources and environmental
quality, and includes case studies, local perspectives and iconic images. It highlights important
environmental issues for South Australia and makes six recommendations to bolster the state’s future
sustainability.
The SOER was launched on 19 November 2018, and is the seventh published in South Australia
since 1988. It was released as a website, accompanied by a short video and a printed summary
report. Following the launch, the EPA hosted a community forum that included an expert panel and
opportunity for questions and answers.

Radiation Protection and Control Act review
The EPA administers the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982 to ensure that people and the
environment are protected from harmful radiation. There have, however, been many advancements
since the RPC Act’s formulation 36 years ago. These changes include national commitments arising
from the Council of Australian Governments process, including changes to the National Directory for
Radiation Protection and the addition of new codes of practice and Standards.
Some of these changes include: the security requirements for sealed radioactive sources, emerging
technologies, such as medical scanning and nuclear medicine, and the proposed proton therapy
facility. The progress towards more effective management of radioactive waste and a desire to
implement best practice regulatory approaches that are risk based and streamlined for industry were
also included.
During 2018-19, the EPA assisted the government in drafting and consulting on a Bill to replace the
RPC Act. The Bill includes provisions for consolidation of radiation licences, adoption of the National
Directory for Radiation Protection to align nationally with a uniform approach to regulation and
enhanced compliance and enforcement tools in line with the Environment Protection Act 1993. These
tools include the ability to issue radiation protection orders, reparation orders and financial
assurances. The EPA provided the RP Committee with regular updates on the progress of the Bill to
replace the RPC Act.

Regulation of the mining resources sector
South Australia maintains a strong resources sector. The EPA administers the EP Act and RPC Act to
co-regulate and support this sector with the Department for Energy and Mining (DEM) that
administers the Mining Act 1971. During 2018-19, DEM made 25 formal referrals to the EPA for
expert advice and to ensure operations are conducted and, where needed, authorised in accordance
with the EP Act and RPC Act. The EPA and DEM have an administrative agreement to ensure that
mining regulation is effective and efficient in those areas where both agencies have a regulatory role.
In addition, DEM refers specific matters to the EPA for expert advice in areas of water quality, air
quality, mine-closure mechanisms, site contamination and waste management.
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The EPA has taken proactive regulatory actions to address emerging issues, and a strong policy
framework to support the resources sector enables industry to understand and meet its regulatory
obligations. Also, the EPA has worked with both state and federal regulators, first responders and
uranium mine operators to further enhance existing frameworks for the safe transport of uranium
oxide concentrate. The EPA is working with DEM and the mining sector to address sediment
discharges, with a particular focus on the extractives industry that has the potential to impact the
environment and downstream infrastructure.
During 2018-19, the EPA continued to monitor compliance to ensure licensees are compliant with the
conditions of their licence and worked closely with local community groups, emphasising the
importance to industry of effective community engagement. The EPA and Department of the Premier
and Cabinet worked together to address various issues related to managing care and maintenance,
and closure planning strategies in the mining sector. Specifically, the EPA authorisation for the former
Leigh Creek coal mine was successfully surrendered following demonstration that the company had
met its closure and rehabilitation obligations.

Regulation of the petroleum resources sector
The EPA continues to work closely with petroleum industry operators to prevent environmental
impacts and determine the scale and extent of any impacts. In addition to the regulation of the
upstream petroleum sector within the Cooper Basin, the EPA also regulates the downstream
processing operation at the Port Bonython fractionation plant and the bulk diesel storage facility at
Port Bonython. For all licensees (and some unlicensed operators within the petroleum sector),
regulatory focus has been on inspecting facilities and, where applicable, ensuring the upgrade of
facilities, remediation and monitoring are consistent with the EPA’s regulatory requirements.
Petroleum production, storage or processing activities also fall under the Petroleum and Geothermal
Energy Act 2000 and, consequently, the EPA provides advice to the Department for Energy and
Mining about enforcement standards and guidelines to ensure that EPA requirements are adopted by
the industry. The EPA and DEM ensure consistency of regulation and knowledge sharing by using a
collaborative approach as outlined in an administrative agreement between the agencies. During
2018-2019, the EPA provided DEM with assistance and advice relating to water quality, air quality,
site contamination and radiation issues. Specialist advice about the content of 11 environmental
impact reports and statements of environmental objectives was provided to DEM and included advice
relating to Beach Energy, Leigh Creek Energy and Santos operations.

Aquaculture
Aquaculture in South Australia is regulated under the Aquaculture Act 2001, which is administered by
the Department of Primary Industries and Regions SA. The EPA is a mandatory referral agency under
this Act for all aquaculture licence applications and amendments, and for lease conversions that occur
outside an aquaculture zone. The EPA also provides advice about PIRSA policies, legislation and
environmental monitoring programs and responds to various environmental issues that may be
associated with aquaculture. When undertaking this role, the EPA has regard to, and seeks to further,
the objects of the EP Act and has regard to the general environmental duty and relevant Environment
Protection Policies.

Aquaculture licence and lease applications
In accordance with provisions of section 59 of the Aquaculture Act, all licence applications and
amendments must be referred to and approved by the EPA before the licence can be granted. During
the 2018‒19 period, 46 licence applications were referred to the EPA, all of which were assessed
within the statutory timeframe of six weeks.
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Aquaculture legislation, policy and guidelines
The Aquaculture Act supports the establishment of aquaculture regulations and policies that aim to
provide further direction on the regulation and management of aquaculture. During 2018-19, no
aquaculture policies were referred by PIRSA to the EPA for comment. The EPA updated the
guideline: Managing aquaculture stock mortalities, and a draft checklist was completed to assist the
oyster industry with conducting their own environmental audit against the requirements of the: Code
of practice for the environmental management of the South Australian oyster farming industry that
was completed in 2017.

Aquaculture environmental surveys and industry engagement
The EPA conducts regular environmental surveys of aquaculture industry operations, with the aim of
increasing industry awareness of the environmental obligations these operations have under the EP
Act and associated policies. In addition, the surveys provide information about potential environmental
issues, which can then assist the EPA with its assessment of licence applications and the provision of
advice about PIRSA aquaculture policies. During 2018‒19, the EPA completed 20 environmental
surveys of aquaculture facilities located across South Australia.

Aquatic Ecosystem Condition Reports
The EPA collected marine ecosystem monitoring data in 2018 for two biounits in Northern Spencer
Gulf called ‘Yonga’ and ‘Winninowie’. Inland creeks and rivers were also sampled in 2018, covering
15 sites on Kangaroo Island and 15 sites in the Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges NRM Region. The marine
and inland waters data collected in 2018 will be published in Aquatic Ecosystem Condition Reports in
2019. In 2019, the EPA is collecting field data to assess nearshore marine biounits off the South
Australian West Coast and inland watercourses in the South East NRM Region.

Air quality—Lefevre Peninsula monitoring
The EPA conducts air quality monitoring at two monitoring stations on the Lefevre Peninsula and
assesses air quality against national standards. While air quality on the Lefevre Peninsula generally
meets national standards, it can be below that of other locations in metropolitan Adelaide. This is due
to a variety of emission sources present in the area, such as industry, vehicle and train traffic, and
other activities such as domestic wood heaters. The EPA has reviewed its air science programs to
explore new technologies and approaches to evaluate and manage air quality, with a focus on areas
affected by industrial activities and traffic emissions, including the Lefevre Peninsula.
In collaboration with the City of Port Adelaide Enfield, the EPA has commenced an air quality
monitoring project to assist the EPA, council and health authorities to further understand the effects of
traffic emissions and build knowledge of patterns of pollution within suburbs located along Victoria
Road. The monitoring will be undertaken using sensor technologies and location of the sensors will be
based on input from the local community.

Noise monitoring—Lefevre Peninsula and Port Adelaide
The EPA conducted a noise monitoring program in collaboration with the Port Adelaide Enfield
Council focusing on the Lefevre Peninsula with data acquired from March 2016 to September 2017. A
network of up to nine noise monitoring stations were installed using different deployment options to
evaluate cumulative noise impact from different noise sources, such as traffic, rail and industrial. A
report summarising the study results was completed in 2018-19. The modelled noise was assessed
against limits in relevant standards and regulatory documents. The noise model was also used to
assess noise exposure of the population on the peninsula and calculate relevant long-term estimates.
Real-time and historical data, and audio records were made available via a public-access website
during the monitoring phase of the project.
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Policy and assessment
Container deposit legislation
Introduced in 1977, South Australia’s container deposit scheme (CDS) continues to be a highly
successful environmental program aimed at litter reduction and resource recovery. In 2018–19,
almost 603 million containers (42,912 tonnes) were recovered by collection depots for recycling.
On 13 January 2019, the Hon. David Speirs, Minister for Environment and Water, announced a
review of the CDS. Much has changed since the scheme first started, including the types of
containers, consumer choices, technology and markets for recycled materials. The review is aimed at
looking for opportunities to further improve the CDS, both in terms of its role in recycling and in litter
reduction.
The EPA released the scoping paper: Improving South Australia’s recycling makes cents, which
invited feedback about the CDS to help determine the review’s scope and the research required to
inform the review. The consultation generated 97 written submissions from key stakeholders and
individuals, and the CDS Survey on the YourSAy platform generated 1,001 online responses and
comments.
Respondents considered the scope of containers, drop-off points/refund collection points and deposit
amount to be the three most important issues. Of the 1,001 survey responses, 84% of people stated
that more types of containers should be included in the CDS, with wine bottles and milk containers
(carton and/or plastic) as the most mentioned items. In response to the questions about the adequacy
of the number and location of recycling depots, the majority stated that these were ‘somewhat
adequate’. Sixty-two percent of respondents thought the refund amount was adequate and 38%
thought it should be increased. The CDS scoping paper and a report containing a summary of the
submissions are available on the EPA website: ‘Have your Say’ page as well as on YourSAy.
The EPA has established a stakeholders CDS Review Reference Group to provide advice to the state
government and to assist with implementation of reforms. These discussions with key stakeholders
have assisted in the identification of issues and options to be considered for change. These initial
discussions, along with the public consultation, will inform a CDS review discussion paper for
stakeholder and community consultation.
The EPA Board hosted a CDS Summit where members of the CDS Review Reference Group and
other stakeholders further explored key issues. Representatives from other jurisdictions addressed
delegates and shared learnings about their schemes. The EPA is leading national discussions about
opportunities to better align jurisdictional CDS schemes through the Heads of EPA National Waste
Working Group.
The CDS review is running concurrently with a consultation process led by Green Industries SA
regarding the discussion paper: Turning the tide on single-use plastic products, which was also
launched by the Minister on 13 January 2019. This discussion paper seeks to further the public
conversation around a range of single-use plastic products that are impacting our environment.
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Dredging guidelines review
The EPA is reviewing its guideline and regulatory framework for dredging to provide a more
streamlined and risk-based approach for development assessment and licensing. To inform the
review, the EPA held two workshops with external stakeholders. The first engaged EPA licensed
dredgers while the second involved stakeholders who contract dredging licensees, such as: planning
authorities; Department for Environment and Water; Department of Planning, Transport and
Infrastructure (DPTI); and Primary Industries and Regions SA. An updated, integrated guideline will
be developed in conjunction with a stakeholder reference group for use by licensees, planning
authorities, businesses that engage licensees to undertake dredging works, government agencies
and EPA staff.

Landfill guidelines review
The EPA released the updated guideline: Environmental management of landfill facilities: Solid waste
disposal in March 2019 together with a summary of submissions received during the consultation
period held between June and July 2018. During the consultation period, the EPA hosted a number of
workshops and met with licensees to discuss the proposed changes to the guideline.
The updated guideline has been structured to reflect landfill facilities as integrated systems. This
revision reflects contemporary best practice engineering design and construction, based on a revised
classification system, and includes new operational practices (including daily cover and resource
recovery activities) and expanded guidance on closure and post closure, and landfill gas obligations.

Waste reform program
South Australian waste policies, strategies and programs over the past decade have driven positive
changes to the way waste and resource recovery is managed in our state. During 2018-2019, the
EPA has focused on implementing the modernised and strengthened powers that came into effect via
the Environment Protection (Waste Reform) Amendment Act 2017 on 28 November 2017 to better
support a strong and legitimate resource recovery sector and prevent illegal dumping.
The EPA has developed guiding principles about how it will fairly implement the improved stockpiling
control powers and the ability to require financial assurances gained through the Environment
Protection (Waste Reform) Amendment Act 2017. A stockpile audit of 12 priority sites was undertaken
in early 2019 with findings then assessed against these guiding principles to help develop a
risk-based control approach. In addition, early stakeholder discussions about when and how financial
assurances will be imposed for stockpiling have been held to help prepare for future formal
stakeholder consultation.
On 17 January 2019, the Environment Protection (Variation of Act, Schedule 1) (Waste Reform)
Regulations 2019 were made together with consequential amendments to the Regulations and
Environment Protection Policies. These amendments commenced on 1 June 2019 and will operate to:
•

better reflect modern terminology

•

clarify language regarding the requirement for an authorisation

•

better delineate between waste activities to aid simpler regulation and reporting on industry
character

•

take into account various new and amended definitions and concepts introduced into the
Environment Protection Act 1993 by the Environment Protection (Waste Reform) Amendment
Act 2017.
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In addition, the EPA is pursuing a modernised approach to how it collects the waste levy from
landfills. The regulations relating to waste levy collection have not been substantially updated since
their introduction in the 1990s. At that time, landfills generally received waste for disposal only, rather
than for resource recovery activities or on-site reuse that occurs at many contemporary landfills. The
EPA undertook early discussions with industry stakeholders about a proposed approach in
anticipation of future full public consultation.
In August 2018, the EPA published a summary of submissions received in response to earlier
consultation on the discussion paper: Enhancing resource recovery and discussing the place of
energy recovery. The summary reports on the key themes that arose regarding health and
environment protection, social responsibility, and clarity and certainty for investors. Subsequently,
targeted industry consultation was undertaken in relation to the draft EPA position statement: Thermal
energy from waste (EfW) activities from April to June 2019.

Planning and development assessments
The South Australian planning system relies on advice and support from multiple government
agencies in order to create an integrated system where key issues are considered. The Development
Act 1993 provides for the referral of proposed changes to the Planning Strategy, development plan
amendments, certain development applications and aspects of the assessment of major
developments to the EPA for advice or direction.
The EPA’s overarching goal for its interaction with the planning system is to promote the principles of
ecologically sustainable development (as defined in the EP Act). The EPA will do this by ensuring that
its assessment of matters within the scope of the EP Act are taken into account at each stage of the
planning process.
Substantial reform of the South Australian planning system continued during 2018-19 as a
consequence of the phased commencement of the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act
2016 (PDI Act). The PDI Act will become fully operational and replace the Development Act 1993 by
July 2020.

Planning strategy and policies
During 2018–19, the EPA assessed seven statements of intent, one ministerial development plan
amendment and nine council development plan amendments.
The EPA provided advice on the following significant development plan amendments:
•

Bowden-Brompton Mixed Use (Residential and Commercial) Development Plan Amendment

•

Planning and Design Code applying to land not within a council.

Assessment of major developments and projects
The EPA provided advice on 12 major development application matters during 2018–19, the most
significant of which included:
•

Smith Bay Wharf on Kangaroo Island Environmental Impact Statement

•

variations to the Jeffries composting facility at Buckland Park.

Development assessment
The EPA provided advice or direction on 202 development applications in response to referrals made
under the Development Act 1993 during 2018‒19. The EPA advised the refusal of one of these
development applications.
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Some of the more significant development applications assessed by the EPA included the following:
•

a proposed extension of the Tonsley Rail Line to Flinders Precinct (650 metres), including an
elevated single track (420 metres) and the construction of a new railway station next to the
Flinders Medical Centre

•

a proposed waste-to-energy anaerobic digestion plant for the receipt, storage, treatment and
disposal of organic waste, and the production of electrical energy, biomethane and thermal
heat at Edinburgh

•

the proposed construction of a new anaerobic digestion bioenergy plant at Bordertown

•

early works for the future submarine project at Osborne

•

construction of a new wastewater treatment plant for Murray Bridge

•

variations to the number and height of turbines proposed for the CERES Project wind farm on
Yorke Peninsula.

Transition to the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act
The EPA continued to work with the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure on the
transition to the PDI Act. The new legislation provides for a staged introduction of new planning tools
and governance frameworks. Key areas where the EPA was involved during the 2018-19 period are
as follows:
•

State Agency Reference Group—This reference group provided guidance and feedback to
DPTI about matters relating to implementation of the PDI Act

•

state planning policies—The EPA was able to achieve strong recognition of its interests within
the state planning policies, which set out the government’s overarching goals or requirements
for the new planning system

•

development applications referrals review—During 2018-19, the EPA progressed a review of
all the development application referrals it receives to ensure referrals have clear
environmental grounds and reflect contemporary environmental issues (such as responding to
the state’s expanding energy mix). A series of papers relating to future development
application referrals, including guiding principles, were presented to the EPA Board for the
review. Updated EPA referrals have been reflected in the PDI Regulations and the Planning
and Design Code.

Regulation
SKM Recycling—breach of licence conditions
In November 2017, the EPA issued SKM Corporate Pty Ltd (SKM) an Environment Protection Order
(EPO) at its Wingfield licensed site for the incorrect storage of kerbside recycling materials that was in
breach of its EPA licence conditions. This was in addition to the discovery of three unlicensed storage
sites in metropolitan Adelaide.
On 22 January 2018, a Deed of Settlement regarding these breaches was finalised in the
Environment, Resources and Development Court (ERD Court), with the Deed committing SKM to
progressively reduce waste stored at Wingfield and have its proposed material recovery facility
operational by April 2018.
A small amount of baled waste was removed by SKM from the site, but they failed to meet the
remaining requirements of the Deed. As a consequence, another EPO was issued to SKM in early
2019 requiring them to cease receipt of waste that wasn’t in accordance with the storage
requirements of the licence and remove all waste from shipping containers by 18 June 2019.
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Since then, no more waste has been received by SKM. However, they have not removed any waste
since the EPO was issued and, now that 18 June 2019 has lapsed, the EPA is in the process of
determining the best course of action with regard to the remaining waste at Wingfield.

Nyrstar—interim licence
Port Pirie is the location of one of the world’s largest primary lead smelters. Located on the eastern
shore of the Upper Spencer Gulf in South Australia, the Port Pirie smelter has been in operation for
over 127 years.
The EPA issued Nyrstar with an interim two-year licence commencing 1 July 2018 to reflect the
commissioning of new smelter technology that is aimed at transforming its operations. Once
commissioned, it is expected to deliver more stable operations and improved environmental
performance, with a reduction in airborne lead emissions from the processing plant. As part of its
licence, the company is required to submit weekly, monthly and quarterly lead-in-air monitoring
reports to assist in establishing new lead-in-air limits, which will be incorporated into the new licence
at the end of the current licence period.
In addition, the EPA meets with Nyrstar on a monthly basis to review its environmental performance.
The licence also requires Nyrstar to implement and comply with an approved environment
improvement program (EIP) that focuses on strategies and works to reduce lead-in-air emissions,
including non-point or fugitive sources. The EPA will continue to ensure Nyrstar focuses on its
stringent emissions limits and continues its robust monitoring regime.

Flinders Ports—licensing and community engagement
The EPA issued a licence to Flinders Ports on 12 March 2019 to undertake capital dredging works at
Outer Harbor, which commenced on 7 June 2019. The assessment process involved extensive
consultation with the community as well as state government agencies, including the Department of
Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) about biosecurity and Department for Environment and
Water (DEW) about native vegetation and the dolphin sanctuary.
From 5 November 2018 to 30 November 2018, the EPA had 99 community interactions with regard to
the licence application. This included 85 submissions about the application and 15 interactions
relating to obtaining further information. The conclusion from the submission process was that many
of the issues that were of concern to the community are shared by the EPA. The EPA considered the
majority of these concerns in its advice to the State Commission Assessment Panel in November
2017 and the assessment of the licence application in 2018. On 17 January 2019, after extensive
consideration and with regard to community submissions, the EPA determined that it will proceed to
authorise this activity with an EPA licence.
The EPA held a community information session on 30 April 2019, with 28 people attending the
Folklore Café at Port Adelaide. This session provided an opportunity to speak one-on-one with the
EPA, Primary Industries and Regions SA and the Department for Environment and Water about
aspects of the EPA licence. Key stakeholders and community members who attended were shown
both the science and regulatory approach behind the licence, and the session provided interested
members of the community with a deep understanding and confidence in the licensing process and
how risks are being managed. These community engagement activities demonstrate a coordinated
and integrated effort across the EPA to work with communities and industry in managing
environmental challenges.
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The EPA has reviewed and approved the draft ‘Dredge management plan’ and draft ‘Environmental
monitoring program’, both of which require approval by the EPA prior to the commencement of
dredging. The seagrass monitoring program required via the EPA licence has also been approved
and surveys are currently underway to collect baseline information. The Department of Primary
Industries and Regions SA approved the Pacific Oyster Mortality Syndrome Management Plan and
notified the EPA that the measures in the plan had been implemented and complied with to their
satisfaction.

Flinders Power/CU-River Mining
On 1 February 2019, Flinders Power announced that it had agreed to sell the former Port Augusta
power station site to CU-River Mining Australia, an iron ore magnetite producer that plans to establish
a port facility at the site. An application was made to transfer the EPA licence from Flinders Power to
CU-River Mining.
Following EPA assessment, the transfer was approved on 27 May 2019. All environmental obligations
associated with the licence were carried over and are now the responsibility of CU-River Mining. The
EPA requires CU-River Mining to fulfil all the actions and milestones in the closure plan before the
licence can be surrendered.
The licence includes a requirement for CU-River Mining to provide a $2.4 million financial assurance
to the EPA in the form of a bank guarantee by 1 October 2019. This figure represents the remaining
costs of rehabilitation and monitoring associated with post-closure management and monitoring
obligations. As vegetation cover increases at the site, these requirements may change. In recognition
of this, the licence conditions include a site audit in late 2020 to evaluate the remaining financial
liability.

LeFevre Peninsula community engagement
The EPA hosted a ‘Come and Meet the EPA’ community drop-in session on 2 August 2018 to provide
an opportunity for residents of the LeFevre Peninsula to talk with EPA staff about any questions they
may have about the EPA’s activities in the area. Staff from the EPA and SA Health were available to
provide feedback and further information.
The drop-in session was conducted in café style format to foster informal and friendly conversations
with individual residents. A total of 19 people attended the community information session. Overall,
the EPA and other staff involved reported that their conversations with participants were valuable for
gaining an understanding of community perceptions and would assist in decision-making processes.
Participants also shared their environmental values and aspirations.

Adelaide Brighton Cement—environment improvement program
The EPA continues to regulate the Adelaide Brighton Cement (ABC) site on LeFevre Peninsula,
which produces approximately 1.4 million tonnes of cement per year and is located in an industrial
area adjacent to the residential areas of Birkenhead, Peterhead and Largs Bay. Adelaide Brighton
Cement is required, via conditions of a licence, to implement EPA-approved management plans to
minimise the off-site risk of noise, fugitive dust and stack emissions.
To ensure continual environmental improvement, the EPA requires ABC to develop and implement an
environment improvement program. The previous EIP, completed in 2018, included a range of noise
abatement works, as well as an upgrade to the gas conditioning towers to improve air emissions.
Early indications from monitoring data suggest that stack particle emission performance is improving
following the upgrade and a slight noise reduction at sensitive receptors is predicted to have been
achieved following the implementation of noise abatement works.
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Following completion of these works, ABC’s licence was amended in November 2018 to include a
condition requiring a new EIP, focusing on noise and dust emissions. The EIP, which contains
compliance actions due for completion between 2019 and 2022, was approved in February 2019 and
is available on the EPA website.

Management of site contamination
To ensure site contamination is appropriately recognised, considered and addressed throughout
South Australia, the EPA provides related advice and guidance, and undertakes regulation. In July
2018, the EPA released the: Guidelines for the assessment and remediation of site contamination.
Also a draft of the Development Assessment (Site Contamination) Regulations 2018 was released.
These documents are the culmination of four years of engagement and consultation, and describe the
EPA’s legislative and policy approach to risk-based assessment and remediation of site
contamination in South Australia. While the EPA has a significant role in this respect, state planning
and development processes also play a critical part.

Management of orphan sites
The EPA orphan site project continued to assess and mitigate risks to human health in areas where
site contamination is present and the liable person or company does not exist or has not been able to
be identified. This work primarily focused on the assessment of human health risk with respect to
groundwater and soil vapour. The EPA currently has several orphan site assessment and mitigation
areas that are detailed on the EPA website. New assessment areas for the financial year were
established in Albert Park, Woodville and Woodville North.
The EPA also successfully installed ventilation systems at six residential properties in the Thebarton
assessment area. The ventilation systems were retrofitted to the homes, with all post-installation
sampling confirming the properties to now be within safe levels regarding vapour intrusion.
Engagement with residents in Beverley also continued with regard to making all homes in this
assessment area safe from vapour intrusion. The EPA has installed five ventilation systems at houses
in Beverley. Retrofitting ventilation systems is believed to be an Australian first. The EPA in South
Australia continues to trial international technology and sustainable approaches for assessing and
managing site contamination.

Management and regulation of per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances
A group of manufactured chemicals known as per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) has been
widely used for many decades in some household products as well as a range of industrial and
commercial applications, such as firefighting foams, mist suppressants and coatings. As PFAS are
persistent and highly resistant to physical, chemical and biological degradation, they have emerged
as a chemical of concern in environmental regulation.
The first National Environmental Management Plan for PFAS (PFAS NEMP) was released in
February 2018 to provide for a clear, effective, coherent and nationally consistent approach to the
environmental regulation of PFAS. Additional material was produced in 2018 to address gaps in the
PFAS NEMP and an updated version was released for consultation in May 2019. The PFAS NEMP is
included as an Appendix to the Intergovernmental Agreement on a National Framework for
Responding to PFAS Contamination (PFAS IGA). The EPA is using the PFAS IGA to frame its
interactions with Commonwealth entities (Department of Defence and Air Services Australia) that are
managing PFAS contamination
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General Motors Holden—closure
The EPA developed and published a guideline outlining the expectations for any closure and
post-closure plan required via licence conditions. This was done at a time when industry closure
announcements were increasing.
General Motors Holden (GM Holden) announced the planned cessation of manufacturing at its South
Australian facility five years ago. The EPA imposed licence conditions requiring that a closure and
post-closure plan be submitted and implemented, and the required plan was approved prior to the
cessation of manufacturing in October 2017.
Throughout GM Holden’s closure activity, the EPA inspected the site to regularly monitor progress.
On 21 December 2018, the EPA approved a licence surrender for the GM Holden facility. General
Motors Holden is one of the first manufacturing facilities to have modern closure and post-closure
conditions applied to its EPA licence, with all work successfully completed.

Groundwater prohibition areas—Glenelg East and Hendon
Following community consultation, the EPA advised residents in Glenelg East, Glenelg South,
Glenelg and Glengowrie that it would progress with the establishment of a groundwater prohibition
area to eliminate the exposure pathway from contaminated groundwater (bore water). This
announcement followed the successful establishment of prohibition areas in Allenby Gardens and
Edwardstown (and surrounding areas) in previous years.
Community consultation commenced in September 2018 for a 90-day period. Bore users provided the
EPA with information about how they use their bore water, from what depth and for what purpose.
Delineation of the groundwater prohibition area was influenced by the feedback from bore owners in
the area and has been tailored to exclude bores accessing deeper aquifers where there is no
evidence of contamination. The EPA commenced a second 90-day consultation in Hendon and
surrounding areas on 9 May 2019, holding two community information sessions in May 2019.

Lonsdale/Hallett Cove community dust study
In December 2018, members of the local community were invited to contact the EPA if they were
interested in being involved in a dust study in the Lonsdale precinct and Hallett Cove residential area.
At the same time the EPA was gathering valuable qualitative information from residents, the EPA’s air
science team researched and obtained new air quality monitors that are suitable to be placed in the
community.
The EPA hosted a community workshop in June 2019, where its air science staff demonstrated how
the monitors work, outlined what is achievable through the dust study and asked for community input
into determining the most effective locations for placement of the monitors on a long-term basis (up to
12 months). Appropriate locations around the community were identified and the units, when
operational, will provide access to real-time data on the EPA website. The monitors will measure
different sized fractions of dust along with wind speed and direction to provide evidence that will help
identify potential contributing sources of dust.
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Investigations and tactical support
The EPA has a dedicated Investigations and Waste Compliance Branch (IWCB) that undertakes
operations, audits and investigations in accordance with established compliance and enforcement
policies. The IWCB carried out a number of proactive operations and audits throughout 2018-19.
These focused largely on illegal waste management and involved working in partnership with local
councils and state government agencies, as follows:
•

Operation Respect—ongoing work with councils, state government agencies and private
industry in deploying covert cameras at identified illegal dumping sites. The operation was
designed to demonstrate the methods and benefits of using technology to detect and deter
offenders. The program included information about evidence gathering and best-practice
deployment. Two expiations were issued by the EPA

•

Operation Bypass (2)—illegal disposal of construction and demolition waste from demolition
of domestic premises. A company was subject to a covert investigation, which led to the
identification of an illegal waste depot and breaches of its EPO. A prosecution file has been
prepared and submitted to the Crown Solicitor’s Office

•

Operation Cover Up—surveillance of waste transport trucks attending or leaving licensed
waste depots in Dublin, Wingfield and Lonsdale. Trucks were observed to be transporting
waste without appropriate covering or containment measures. As a result of the operation, a
total of four vehicles were issued with expiations for various breaches of the Local Nuisance
and Litter Control Act 2016, and the EP Act and associated policies, and a further two
expiations were issued to individuals as a result of observations by EPA officers

•

Operation Riverland—21 site inspections by officers from the IWCB conducted in Waikerie,
Barmera, Glossop, Berri, Monash, Gurra Gurra, Old Calperum and Renmark. This resulted in
two Clean-up Orders, commencement of one prosecution and two sites surveyed by the drone

•

Operation Enviroscan—three days of ‘enviroscans’ conducted by the IWCB that consisted of
unannounced site inspections of both licensed and unlicensed businesses throughout
metropolitan areas, to ensure they were compliant with the EP Act. A total of 30 businesses
were inspected over the three days. Seventeen were compliant and 13 were identified as
requiring follow-up action. Of the non-compliant businesses, two were issued expiations—one
for breaching the water quality policy and one for a breach of licence conditions. One
inspection resulted in an ongoing investigation due to serious breaches of EPA licence
conditions

•

Operation Barney—site visit by the IWCB at Direk as a result of information received from the
City of Salisbury in June 2019. A large unlicensed waste depot was discovered that covers
approximately 2.7 ha. The site consists of predominantly mixed construction and demolition
(C&D) waste. A drone was used to obtain aerial photography, and a stockpile assessment
estimated 23,000 tonnes of waste. Sampling confirmed asbestos-containing material was
present. The operator has been identified and an EPO will be issued to bring the site into
compliance

•

Operation Logan—an intelligence-led operation in relation to the sale of non-approved
beverage containers in retail outlets in Adelaide. Seven premises were visited and 857
non-approved containers were seized. A further 384 approved containers were found not to be
marked for refund. Ten expiations were issued and proceedings commenced against one
company for the supply of non-approved beverages.
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Remotely piloted aircraft
The EPA holds a Remotely Piloted Aircraft Operators Certificate and has three CASA-approved pilots.
It has also supported state government agencies in developing drone capability, including PIRSA,
DEM, DPTI, DEW and the Queensland Department of Environment and Science. The IWCB
coordinates and manages EPA drone flights and, in 2018-19, flew in excess of 36 hours at 22 sites,
supporting investigations, stockpile assessments and illegal dumping matters.

Asbestos phone calls
The EPA has responsibility for the safe transport and disposal of asbestos, and provides a dedicated
24/7 response for asbestos-related phone calls to assist the community and industry with the
provision of immediate advice (see Figures 2 and 3). During 2018-19, the EPA received 509 calls of
which 373 required EPA action and were entered onto the Complaints and Reports of Environmental
Significance reporting system. SafeWork SA administers asbestos removal in the workplace, and
there is a shared memorandum of understanding between the EPA and SafeWork SA to ensure that
asbestos is removed, transported and disposed of safely.

Asbestos phone calls per month 2018-19
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

Jul-18

Aug-18 Sep-18 Oct-18 Nov-18 Dec-18 Jan-19
During office hours

Feb-19 Mar-19 Apr-19 May-19 Jun-19

Out of hours

Figure 2—Asbestos-related phone calls received per month
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Asbestos phone calls during office hours 2018-19

6%

During office hours
Out of hours

94%

Figure 3—Asbestos-related phone calls received during office hours

Civil enforcements and prosecutions
Prosecutions undertaken by the EPA are conducted by the Crown Solicitor’s Office and the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions. This year, 36 matters were referred for further investigation with
12 matters still under active investigation. There are 18 matters with the Crown Solicitor awaiting
adjudication and seven matters ongoing in the ERD Court. Fifty-four expiation notices were issued for
a variety of simple breaches, which included 21 for breach of licence conditions. From 1 July 2018,
changes to the Environment Protection Act 1993 included an expiable offence of $1,000 for minor or
administrative breaches of an EPA licence.
The ERD Court dealt with 17 matters, of which 12 prosecutions resulted in convictions, fines and
costs, totalling $117,300. The increase in prosecutions since the last report can be, in part, attributed
to the ‘Dob in a Litterer’ program with offences reported by the public under the Litter and Nuisance
Control Act 2016. During 2018-19, 11 individuals elected for prosecution in the ERD Court. Of these,
five prosecutions were withdrawn, five prosecutions resulted in fines and one prosecution resulted in
a not-guilty outcome. Finalised prosecutions for 2018-19 are listed in Table 7.
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Table 7—Finalised prosecutions 2018‒19

Name

Charges

Penalty

EM Earthmovers
Pty Ltd

16 August 2012 and 13 November
2012
EM Earthmovers Pty Ltd operated a
waste depot without an
environmental authorisation in the
form of a licence by permitting the
disposal of mixed construction and
demolition waste at Highbury
(contrary to section 36(1) and clause
3(3)(i) of Part A of Schedule 1 of the
EP Act).

9 August 2018
EM Earthmovers Pty Ltd was
convicted and fined $24,200, liable
for prosecution costs of $1,400 plus
court fees of $256, and ordered to
pay $160 Victims of Crime Levy.

Mr Luke Mason

21 March 2018
Luke Andrew Mason was charged
with a single count of providing a
cosmetic tanning service for fee at
the Tan Ezy shop in Somerton Park,
contrary to regulation 5 of the
Radiation Protection and Control
(Non-Ionising Radiation) Regulations
2013.

1 March 2019
Luke Mason was convicted and fined
$600, liable for prosecution costs of
$800 and ordered to pay $160
Victims of Crime Levy.

Mr Maurizio Corsaro

Between 25 January 2015 and 28
August 2015
Maurizio Corsaro operated a waste
depot without an EPA authorisation
at 11 Range Road South, Houghton,
contrary to section 36 of the EP Act.

7 February 2019
Maurizio Corsaro was convicted and
fined $18,000, liable for prosecution
costs of $3,350 and ordered to pay
$160 Victims of Crime Levy.

Port Adelaide
Salvage and
Maurizio Corsaro

Between 16 August 2012 and 13
November 2012
Port Adelaide Salvage and its
director Maurizio Corsaro operated a
waste depot without an EPA
authorisation at 82–85 Churchett
Road, Highbury (following a
boundary realignment is now
referred to as Paracombe), contrary
to section 36 of the EP Act.

7 February 2019
Port Adelaide Salvage was convicted
and fined $44,000 and Maurizio
Corsaro was convicted and fined
$10,000. Both were liable for
prosecution costs of $3,850 and
each ordered to pay $160 Victims of
Crime Levy.
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Name
Mr Anthony Rosier

Six individual cases

Charges

Penalty

March and September 2017

11 December 2018

Anthony Rosier was found to be
storing asbestos in a trailer at his
rental property without having a
waste depot licence. He used
abusive and foul language and
hindered the work of the EPA
officers.

Anthony Rosier was convicted of
four offences and fined $18,000 for
the two offences involving storage of
asbestos waste and $1,800 for the
two abusive language offences. He
was also ordered to pay $1,782 for
the EPA’s costs incurred in removing
the asbestos waste.

Dob In a Litterer Report

13 March 2019
An individual was convicted and
fined $560, liable for prosecution
costs of $800 and ordered to pay
$160 Victims of Crime Levy.
5 July 2018
An individual was convicted and
fined $240, liable for prosecution
costs of $800 and Victims of Crime
Levy.
11 February 2019
An individual was found to be not
guilty after trial.
11 March 2019
An individual pled guilty and received
a $700 fine, $800 prosecution costs
and a $160 Victims of Crime Levy,
and no conviction was recorded due
to age.
18 April 2019
An individual was convicted and
fined $450, liable for $800
prosecution costs and ordered to pay
$160 Victims of Crime Levy.
3 June 2019
An individual was convicted and
fined $270, liable for prosecution
costs of $800 and ordered to pay
$160 Victims of Crime Levy.
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Name
Waste Away SA Pty
Ltd

Charges

Penalty

25 January 2017

21 June 2019

A site inspection of Waste Away
SA’s depot at Chamberlin Street,
Wingfield found asbestos stored in
breach of its licence conditions and
wastewater being discharged into
stormwater, which is a breach of
water quality policy.

Waste Away SA Pty Ltd was
convicted and fined $21,000 in the
ERD Court for two counts of
breaching licence conditions and
$420 for its discharge of wastewater
to stormwater, was liable for
prosecution costs of $800 and
ordered to pay $160 Victims of
Crime Levy.

As an alternative to criminal prosecution for less serious offences, the EPA may negotiate a civil
penalty with an individual or corporation the EPA believes has contravened the EP Act or may apply
to the ERD Court for an order that the person/s pay an amount as a civil penalty to the EPA. Civil
penalties negotiated by the EPA are developed in compliance with the policy for Calculation of Civil
Penalties. There have been two civil penalties in 2018-19 resulting in penalties totalling $4,465, as
shown in Table 8.
Table 8—Finalised civil penalties for 2018‒19

Name
SA Power Networks

Lobethal Nominees
Pty Ltd (t/a GE
Hughes Transport
Pty Ltd)

Charges

Penalty

25 October 2017

18 August 2018

A transformer at the SA Power
Networks substation site in Thebarton
exploded and burst into flames,
generating a substantial amount of
smoke pollution. As a result of this
incident, insulating oil from the ruptured
generator entered the Torrens River via
stormwater pipes causing a minor
pollution incident that was quickly
remediated. This was a breach of
section 82(2) of the EP Act (cause
environmental nuisance).

After investigation, a negotiated civil
penalty of $3,465 was agreed
between SA Power Networks and
the EPA.

5 January to 25 April 2015

11 January 2019

GE Hughes Transport transported a
controlled waste while not in
possession of the required consignment
authorisation. This was a breach of
section 34(2)(b) of the EP Act
(contravention of mandatory provisions
of policy, in this case, the Environment
Protection (Movement of Controlled
Waste) Policy 2014).

After investigation, a negotiated civil
penalty of $1,000 was agreed
between Lobethal Nominees Pty Ltd
and the EPA.
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Environment Protection Orders and Clean-up Orders
Environment Protection Orders can be issued by authorised officers under section 93(1) of the EP
Act, as follows:
•

for the purpose of securing compliance with either of the following
o general environmental duty

o mandatory provisions of an Environment Protection Policy

o a condition of an environmental authorisation

o a condition of a beverage container approval

o any other requirement imposed by or under the EP Act

•

for the purpose of giving effect to an Environment Protection Policy.

There have been 13 EPOs issued in 2018‒19 as shown in Table 9.
Table 9—Environment Protection Orders issued

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

22

26

11

9

13

Clean-up Orders (CUO) can be issued by authorised officers under section 99 of the EP Act. Where
the authority is satisfied that a person has caused environmental harm by a contravention of the EP
Act, a CUO is issued for the purpose of requiring a person to take specified action to make good any
resulting environmental damage. There have been eight Clean-up Orders issued during 2018-19. Two
CUOs were appealed in the ERD Court, with both matters resolving with the appellants withdrawing
their appeals.
Table 10 shows CUOs issued for 2018-19 and compares this with previous years.
Table 10—Clean-up Orders issued

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

0

2

3

3

8

The issuing of EPOs and CUOs has resulted in 34,528 tonnes of material being removed from illegal
activities and returned to legitimate waste disposal.

Illegal dumping
During 2018-19, the EPA received 75 reports relating to illegal waste disposal. From these reports,
11 matters were directed for further investigation and six matters were finalised by compliance tools
with five under active investigation. Five matters progressed to prosecution in the ERD Court with
three finalised with convictions and fines—EM Earthmovers Pty Ltd was fined $24,200; Port Adelaide
Salvage and Maurizio Corsaro were fined $32,000 and $5,500 respectively; and, for another matter,
Corsaro was convicted and fined $18,000 with $3,350 prosecution costs and $160 Victims of Crime
Levy. Seven expiations were issued for illegal dumping.
To remediate the more serious incidents, 13 EPOs and eight CUOs were issued redirecting in excess
of 34,500 tonnes of illegally deposited waste to the legitimate waste industry. In May 2019, the EPA
issued a CUO to a company and its directors for the illegal disposal of 60,000 tonnes of construction
and demolition waste at Penfield. This waste is to be relocated to licensed facilities by November
2019.
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Emergency Response Team
The EPA maintains a 24/7 response capacity for calls from members of the public and licence holders
for pollution incidents. In 2018-19, there were a total of 467 matters dealt with by the Emergency
Response Team (ERT), as shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4—Phone calls received by Emergency Response Team per quarter

Incidents, reporting and enquiries
The EPA continues to maintain a pollution reporting and enquiries phone line (telephone: 8204 2004;
free call non-metropolitan: 1800 623 445) to receive calls relating to environmental issues. Following
commencement of the Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 in January 2017, calls received
regarding non-licensed sites are now managed by local councils.
The number and type of reports received during 2018-19 compared with previous years are
summarised in Table 11.
Table 11—Total calls and call type

Call type

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

3,955

4,057

4,212

2,695

12,217

11,808

10,080

8,018

Incidents forwarded
to EPA

3,521

3,476

1,166

1,077

Total incidents and
enquiries

15,738

15,284

11,246

9,095

Enquiry resolved by
FAQs
Total enquiries
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These numbers are further broken down into common enquiries and incidents by call category, as
shown in Tables 12 and 13.
Table 12—Total number of incidents (by category) received by the EPA

Report type

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

936

954

1,055

392

325

89

120

104

29

31

1,253

1,521

1,430

229

162

Marine
pollution

22

27

27

21

8

Site
contamination

52

45

23

13

22

Water

190

205

205

116

147

Waste

427

331

251

109

165

Other

132

318

381

257

217

Total

3,101

3,521

3,476

1,166

1,077

Air quality
Air and noise
Noise

Table 13—Number of calls for common enquiry categories received by the EPA

Type of
enquiry

2014‒15

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

Air quality

324

294

312

179

159

Noise

405

793

709

302

269

Water quality

274

321

284

236

280

Waste

487

673

583

476

601

Site
contamination

414

465

316

335

248

1,904

2,546

2,204

1,528

1,557

Total

Total number of enquiries received by the EPA’s Call Centre in 2018-19 was 5,323.
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Table 14—Frequently asked questions report for the Call Centre

Category

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

Noise

620

507

39

37

Waste/recycling

187

133

52

61

Asbestos

332

34

18

13

Air

222

219

33

61

ZeroWaste

498

464

186

167

Water/stormwater

29

51

22

9

Container deposit
legislation

22

34

6

1

Licensing

95

88

31

67

0

0

0

0

111

93

28

28

84

65

28

27

Acid sulfate dust

0

0

0

0

Plastic bags

0

0

0

0

45

25

1

1

Construction

225

369

7

10

Other

199

195

62

56

Total

2,669

2,277

513

538

Publications
Site contamination
Radiation

Healthy waters

Table 14 details the number of frequently asked questions (FAQs) by category, but does not include
uncategorised calls resolved by a Call Centre agent (an additional 2,157).
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Container deposit return rates
Return rates for containers that attract a refund are shown in Table 15.
Table 15—Container deposit return rates for 2018-19 and prior to the 10-cent refund increase

Container type

Return rates 2018‒19 (%)

Prior to refund increase (%)

Combined return rate

76.4

69.9

Glass

83.4

78.5

Aluminium

82.9

77.3

Polyethylene terephthalate

68.0

63.6

High-density polyethylene

64.1

49.2

Liquid paperboard cartons

49.1

36.9

Plastic bags
Retail compliance and community awareness and acceptance of the plastic-bag ban remains high,
with very few incidents of non-compliance. Table 16 shows plastic-bag compliance issues for 2018-19
compared with 2017-18, 2016‒17 and 2015–16.
Table 16—Plastic shopping bag compliance

Plastic bag compliance issues

2015‒16

2016‒17

2017‒18

2018‒19

Inspections (total)

90

51

39

31

Number of failed inspections

10

7

9

2

9

7

4

2

Written ‘cautions/warnings’
issued

Our workplace performance
Employment opportunity programs
State government skills development and mentoring programs that have been utilised are shown in
Table 17.
Table 17—Educational and mentoring programs utilised during 2018-19

Program name

Performance

Graduate Program

During 2018-19, three employees completed the Certificate IV in Project
Management with the South Australian Government Traineeship and
Graduate Program. The EPA also provides employees as mentors for the
South Australian Government Traineeship and Graduate Program.

Aboriginal Traineeship
Program

The Office of the Commissioner for Public Sector Employment has developed
a comprehensive Aboriginal Traineeship Program that provides a Certificate III
level qualification. The EPA has an allocation of one trainee for 2019 and is
waiting for notice of commencement.
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Agency performance management and development
Results of the EPA’s performance management and development systems are shown in Table 18.
Table 18—EPA’s performance management and development systems

Performance management
and development system
Personal development reviews

Performance
88.7% of primary performance and development review plans were
completed within the required timeframe for 2018-19. When compared
with the result for the 2017-18 reporting period of 80.1%, this is an
increase of 8.6%.

Work health and safety
Tables 19 to 22 present reporting on work health and safety (WHS) issues and performance.
Table 19—Work health, safety and return-to-work programs

Program name

Performance

Public Sector Audit and
Verification System 2.0

The EPA was subject to an audit undertaken by the Office of the
Commissioner for Public Sector Employment in relation to its approach
to dealing with client-initiated aggression. The audit identified the
EPA’s system as ‘better practice’, with a grading of ‘Proactive’.

Health and Safety
Representatives

To support EPA staff and further continuous improvement in carrying
out WHS responsibilities, elections were held for the roles of Health
and Safety Representatives across working groups in the EPA’s
Adelaide office.

Work health and safety training

To provide a more flexible, engaged and responsive workforce, the
EPA has successfully commenced trials of online training packages for
staff. The move toward online training has been implemented to better
facilitate the training of larger numbers of staff, with the training
occurring at a time that is convenient to individual staff members.

WHS inspections

The EPA increased its focus on safety inspections across its
workplaces. This included greater engagement and participation of
relevant managers and health and safety representatives. The WHS
inspection program was modified to undertake inspections throughout
the year, enabling continuous improvement to occur.
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Table 20—Workplace injury claims

2018-19

2017-18

% change
(+ / -)

Total new workplace injury claims

3

0

-

Fatalities

0

0

-

Seriously injured workers*

0

0

-

Significant injuries (where lost time exceeds a working
week, expressed as frequency rate per 1,000 FTE)

0

0

-

Type of claim

*Number of claimants assessed during the reporting period as having a whole person impairment of 30% or more
under the Return to Work Act 2014 (Part 2 Division 5).
Table 21—Work health and safety regulation

Issue relating to WHS regulation

2018-19

2017-18

Number of notifiable incidents (Work Health and Safety
Act 2012, Part 3)

2

0

Number of provisional improvement, improvement and
prohibition notices (Work Health and Safety Act 2012
sections 90, 191 and 195)

0

0

2018-19 ($)

2017-18 ($)

% change
(+ / -)
-

Table 22—Costs of return-to-work process

Return-to-work costs**
Total gross workers compensation expenditure
Income support payments—gross

2,621

20,470

339

0

% change
(+ / -)
-87%
-

**Before third party recovery.

Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/

Executive employment in the agency
Table 23 presents the number of executives employed by the EPA.
Table 23—Executives employed by the EPA

Executive classification

Number of executives

CE0099

1

SAES1

3

Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/
The Office of the Commissioner for Public Sector Employment has a workforce information page that
provides further information about the breakdown of executive gender, salary and tenure by agency.
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Financial performance
Financial performance at a glance
Tables 24 and 25 show a brief summary of the overall financial position of the agency. The
information is unaudited. Full audited financial statements for 2018-19 are attached to this report.
Table 24—Statement of comprehensive income

2018-19
Budget
$000s

2018-19
Actual
$000s

Variation
$000s

2017-18
Actual
$000s

Expenses

34,248

36,416

2,168

36,149

Revenues

53,055

53,262

207

52,987

(18,807)

(16,846)

(1,961)

(16,838)

0

15,599

15,599

11,895

Net result

18,807

1,247

(17,560*)

4,943

Total comprehensive result

18,807

1,247

(17,560)

4,943

Item

Net cost of providing services
Net revenue from SA Government

*Variation predominantly due to the return of monies to S.A Government pursuant to the Department of Treasury and
Finance cash alignment policy. For further information refer to Appendix: Audited financial statements 2018-19.
Table 25—Statement of financial position

2018-19
Budget
$000s

2018-19
Actual
$000s

Variation
$000s

2017-18
Actual
$000s

51,226

35,535

(15,691)

34,032

4,769

4,414

(355)

4,497

55,995

39,949

(16,046)

38,529

Current liabilities

3,582

4,380

Non-current liabilities

7,804

6,566

(1,238)

6,504

Total liabilities

11,386

10,946

(440)

10,695

Net assets

44,609

29,003

(15,606)

27,834

Equity

44,609

29,003

(15,606)

27,834

Item
Current assets
Non-current assets
Total assets
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Consultants disclosure
A summary of external consultants that have been engaged by the agency, the nature of work
undertaken and the actual payments made for the work undertaken during the financial year is shown
in Tables 26 and 27.
Table 26—Consultancies with a contract value below $10,000 each

Consultancies

Purpose

Actual payment ($)

All consultancies below $10,000
each—combined

N/A

-

Table 27—Consultancies with a contract value above $10,000 each

Consultancies

Purpose

Actual payment ($)

All consultancies above $10,000
each—combined

N/A

-

Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/
See also the Consolidated Financial Report of the Department of Treasury and Finance for total value
of consultancy contracts across the South Australian Public Sector.

Contractors disclosure
Tables 28 and 29 provide a summary of external contractors that have been engaged by the agency,
the nature of work undertaken and the actual payments made for work undertaken during the financial
year.
Table 28—Contractors with a contract value below $10,000

Contractors

Purpose

All contractors below $10,000 each—
combined

Various

Actual payment ($)
$198,325

Table 29—Contractors with a contract value above $10,000 each

Contractors

Purpose

Actual payment ($)

AECOM AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

Environmental assessment works

339,902.00

LAND WATER CONSULTING

-

171,942.00

JBS&G AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

Environmental assessment works
completed

87,614.00

SENVERSA PTY LTD

Environmental assessment services

80,636.00

KERR ENVIRONMENTAL PTY LTD

EPA vapour mitigation Beverley

78,261.00

KLEINFELDER AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
FYFE PTY LTD

Environmental assessment works
completed
Environmental assessment works
completed
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Contractors

Purpose

Actual payment ($)

EPA website design

42,156.00

EPA mitigation works

36,509.85

Building of a data portal and
visualisation package for reporting
on seagrass analysis

36,512.00

EPA mitigation works

26,873.00

NORMAN WATERHOUSE LAWYERS

Independent legal advice to
determine responsible party for site
contamination

21,970.00

MAGRYN & ASSOC PTY LTD

Property inspection reports Beverley

20,283.00

KARMABUNNY WEB DESIGN
BLUESPHERE ENVIRONMENTAL PTY
LTD
KWP! ADVERTISING PTY LTD
COFFEY SERVICES AUSTRALIA PTY
LTD

BLUE TONGUE OUTDOOR PTY LTD

GHD PTY LTD
NEXT LEVEL SUSTAINABILITY
GOLDER ASSOC PTY LTD

BYODIVERSITY

Print, fold, insert into envelopes,
distribute and mail out the community
updates for EPA
Provision of a technical report in
relation to a court case
Independent evaluation of the 2018
State of the Environment Report
Environmental assessment works
completed
Opinion Brief to accompany the 2018
State of the Environment Report by
the EPA

19,432.00
18,764.00
18,182.00
17,750.00
15,000.00

IN FUSION CONSULTING

-

15,000.00

MARSHALL DAY ACOUSTICS PTY LTD

-

14,020.00

INTEGRATED COASTS

Expert opinion for the State of the
Environment Report (coasts)

13,636.00

TONKIN CONSULTING

Landfill gas risk assessment at a
small number of residential properties
where a potential health risk existed

12,885.00

KMPG

Preparation of the 2017-18 financial
statements

12,197.00

TMK CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Waste density investigation

10,935.00

Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/
The details of South Australian Government-awarded contracts for goods, services and works are
displayed on the SA Tenders and Contracts website, where the agency list of contracts can be
viewed. The website also provides details of across-government contracts.
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Risk and audit at a glance
Fraud detected in the agency
During 2018-19, the EPA identified two instances of fraud, as shown in Table 30.
Table 30—Instances of fraud detected in the agency

Category/nature of fraud
Allegation of misuse of government resources

Number of instances
2

NB: Fraud reported includes actual and reasonably suspected incidents of fraud.

Strategies implemented to control and prevent fraud
The EPA has adopted the whole-of-government fraud policy and developed an agency procedure to
support this policy. These documents provide a strong statement of the EPA’s commitment to
maintaining a fraud- and corruption-free work environment and provide a framework that enables the
agency to act proactively and respond more effectively to any issues that may arise.
The EPA Board has established a Risk Management and Audit Committee, which has a key role in
the oversight of agency risk, including fraud risk. The EPA also maintains a framework to support
whistleblowers, enabling any disclosure of illegal activities or corruption to be made.
Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/

Whistleblowers disclosure
The Whistleblowers Protection Act 1993 requires the EPA to report on the number of occasions on
which public interest information has been disclosed to a responsible officer of the agency. There
were no disclosures to an EPA responsible officer during 2018‒19.
Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/
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Annual reporting requirements
Environment Protection Act
Annual reporting requirements under section 111 of the Environment Protection Act 1993 are as
follows:
1. The Authority must, on or before 30 September in each year, deliver to the Minister a report on
the administration of this Act during the period of 12 months that ended on the preceding 30
June.
2. The Authority must include in the report—
a. an audited statement on the income and expenditure of the Environment Protection Fund,
together with details of the items of income and expenditure of the Fund, for the period to
which the report relates; and
b. any direction given to the Authority by the Minister during the period to which the report
relates.
3. The Minister must cause a copy of the report to be laid before each House of Parliament within
12 sitting days after his or her receipt of the report.
4. The report is, by force of this section, referred to the Environment, Resources and Development
Committee of the Parliament.
Reporting required is included in this report.

Radiation Protection and Control Act
Under section 22 of the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982, requirements for annual reporting
are as follows:
1. The Department must, not later than a date stipulated by the Minister, in each year present to the
Minister a report on the administration of this Act during the financial year last expiring before
that date.
2. The Minister must cause a copy of the report of the Department to be laid before each House of
Parliament within 12 sitting days after the Minister receives the report.
Reporting required is included in this report.
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Reporting required under any other Act or Regulation
Formal complaints
The number and type of formal complaints received by the EPA during 2018-19, as required by the
Ombudsman, are shown in Table 31.
Table 31—Number of public complaints reported during 2018-19

Complaint
categories

Sub-categories

Example

Number of
complaints

Staff attitude

Failure to demonstrate values such as
empathy, respect, fairness, courtesy, going
the extra mile; cultural competency

1

Communication

Communication
quality

Inadequate, delayed or absent
communication with customer

1

Policy

Policy content

Policy content difficult to understand; policy
unreasonable or disadvantages customer

1

No case to answer

Third party; customer misunderstanding;
redirected to another agency; insufficient
information to investigate

2

Total

5

Professional
behaviour

No case to
answer

Data for previous years is available at: https://data.sa.gov.au/

Service improvements for period
In response to customer complaints or feedback, service improvements are as follows:
•

The EPA Complaints Management Policy has been revised to strengthen its compliance with
Australian Standards and provides clearer content about handling complaints in a fair, effective
and efficient manner.

•

Concurrently, the EPA’s website content has been updated to improve access for people
wanting to make a complaint about the EPA’s service.

•

A number of tools, including training videos, have also been developed and provided to EPA
staff via the EPA’s intranet, to assist with managing complaints and working with difficult
clients.

•

Adoption of the revised complaints management system will enable the EPA to respond in a
more timely and cost-efficient way, boost public confidence in its administrative processes and
enable it to identify areas for improvements to the quality of its services.
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Appendix: Audited financial statements 2018-19
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Abbreviations
Abbreviation

Description

ABC

Adelaide Brighton Cement

CARES

Complaints and Reports of Environmental Significance
reporting system

CASA

Civil Aviation Safety Authority

C&D

construction and demolition

CDS

Container deposit scheme

CO

Carbon monoxide

CUO

Clean-up Orders

DEM

Department for Energy and Mining

DEW

Department for Environment and Water

DPTI

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure

EIP

Environment improvement program

EP Act

Environment Protection Act 1993

EPO

Environment Protection Order

ERD Court

Environment, Resources and Development Court

ERT

Emergency Response Team

FAQs

Frequently asked questions

GM Holden

General Motors Holden

IWCB

Investigations and Waste Compliance Branch

PDI Act

Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016

PFAS

per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances

PFAS IGA

Intergovernmental Agreement on a National Framework
for Responding to PFAS Contamination

PFAS NEMP

National Environmental Management Plan for PFAS

PIRSA

Department of Primary Industries and Regions SA

PM2.5
PM10

Particulate matter that has a diameter of 2.5
micrometers or less
Particulate matter that has a diameter of 10 micrometres
or less

RPC Act

Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982

SKM

SKM Corporate Pty Ltd

SOER

State of the Environment Report

WHS

Work health and safety
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Environment Protection Authority
Certification of the Financial Statements
for the year ended 30 June 2019
We certify that the attached general purpose financial statements for the Environment Protection Authority:

•

comply with relevant Treasurer's Instructions issued under section 41 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, and
relevant Australian Accounting Standards

•

are in accordance with the accounts and records of the Authority

•

present a true and fair view of the financial position of the Environment Protection Authority as at 30 June 2019 and
the results of its operations and cash flows for the financial year.

We certify that the internal controls employed by the Environment Protection Authority for the financial year over its
financial reporting and its preparation of the general purpose financial statements have been effective throughout the
reporting period.

Tony Circelli

Catherine Cooper

Richard Jacka

Chief Executive
September 2019

Presiding Member
September 2019

Chief Financial Officer
September 2019
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Environment Protection Authority
Statement of Comprehensive Income
for the year ended 30 June 2019
Statem ent o f Co mpr ehe nsive I ncom e

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

26 395
7 757
715
73
1 305
171

23 857
8 684
886
744
65
1 913

36 416

36 149

52 667
252
111
166
66
53 262

50 657
1 020
100
535
24
651
52 987

16 846

16 838

2 076
(17 675)
(15 599)

78
(11 973)
(11 895)

Net result

1 247

4 943

Total comprehensive result

1 247

4 943

Note

Expenses
Employee benefits expenses
Supplies and services
Depreciation and amortisation
Grants and subsidies
Impairment loss on receivables
Other expenses

2.3
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

Total expenses
Income
Fees and charges
Grants and contributions
Interest
Resources received free of charge
Net gain from the disposal of non-current assets
Other income
Total income

4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7

Net benefit from providing services
Revenues from / (payments to) SA Government
Revenues from SA Government
Payments to SA Government
Total net (payments to) SA Government

4.1
4.1

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. The net result and total comprehensive result are
attributable to the SA Government as owner.
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Environment Protection Authority
Statement of Financial Position
as at 30 June 2019
Statem ent o f Fi nanci al Position

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

6.1
6.2

29 799
5 736
35 535

26 571
7 461
34 032

6.2
5.1
5.2

1
2 479
1 934
4 414

2
2 367
2 128
4 497

39 949

38 529

Note

Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables
Total current assets
Non-current assets
Receivables
Property, plant and equipment
Intangible assets
Total non-current assets
Total assets
Current liabilities
Payables
Employee benefits
Provisions
Other current liabilities
Total current liabilities

7.1
2.4
7.2
7.3

1 609
2 690
40
41
4 380

1 324
2 775
41
51
4 191

Non-current liabilities
Payables
Employee benefits
Provisions
Other non-current liabilities
Total non-current liabilities

7.1
2.4
7.2
7.3

571
5 564
56
375
6 566

551
5 509
61
383
6 504

Total liabilities

10 946

10 695

Net assets

29 003

27 834

Equity
Retained earnings

29 003

27 834

Total equity

29 003

27 834

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. The total equity is attributable to the SA Government as
owner.
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Environment Protection Authority
Statement of Changes in Equity
for the year ended 30 June 2019
Statem ent o f Cha nges in Equi ty

Retained
Earnings
$'000

Total
$'000

22 891

22 891

Net result for 2017-18

4 943

4 943

Total comprehensive result for 2017-18

4 943

4 943

Balance at 30 June 2018
Adjustments on initial adoption of AASB 9
Adjusted balance at 1 July 2018

27 834
(78)
27 756

27 834
(78)
27 756

Net result for 2018-19

1 247

1 247

Total comprehensive result for 2018-19

1 247

1 247

29 003

29 003

Note
Balance at 1 July 2017

Balance at 30 June 2019

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. All changes in equity are attributable to the SA
Government as owner.
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Environment Protection Authority
Statement of Cash Flows
for the year ending 30 June 2019
Statem ent o f Cas h Flow s

2019
(Outflows)
Inflows
$'000

2018
(Outflows)
Inflows
$'000

(26 430)
(7 514)
(73)
(139)

(23 605)
(8 728)
(744)
(111)

(34 156)

(33 188)

Cash inflows
Fees and charges
Receipts from grants
Interest received
Other receipts
Cash generated from operating activities

53 209
252
111
76
53 648

48 879
1 020
99
234
50 232

Cash flows from SA government
Receipts from SA government
Payments to SA government
Cash generated from SA government
Net cash provided by operating activities

2 076
(17 675)
(15 599)
3 893

78
(11 973)
(11 895)
5 149

(665)
(665)

(277)
(277)

-

93
93

Net cash (used in) investing activities

(665)

(184)

Net increase / (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents

3 228

4 965

26 571

21 606

29 799

26 571

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash outflows
Employee benefits payments
Payments for supplies and services
Payments of grants and subsidies
Other payments

Note

Cash used in operating activities

8.1

Cash flows from investing activities
Cash outflows
Purchase of property, plant and equipment
Cash used in investing activities
Cash inflows
Proceeds from the sale of property, plant and equipment
Cash generated from investing activities

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period
Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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Environment Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 2019

About the Environment Protection Authority
The Environment Protection Authority (the Authority) comprises the following:

•

the Environment Protection Authority – a statutory authority with an appointed board established by the Environment
Protection Act 1993

•

an administrative unit also named the Environment Protection Authority established under the Public Sector Act
2009

•

the Environment Protection Fund (the Fund) established under the Environment Protection Act 1993.

Under the Environment Protection Act 1993, the Chief Executive of the administrative unit is also taken to be the Chief
Executive of the statutory authority. The Chief Executive is subject to the control and direction of the Minister in relation
to the activities of the administrative unit, and is subject to the control and direction of the Board in relation to giving effect
to its policies and decisions under the Environment Protection Act 1993.
The statutory authority is South Australia's primary environmental regulator for the protection, restoration and
enhancement of our environment. The statutory authority makes use of the services of the administrative unit's
employees and facilities in performing its statutory obligations.
The administrative unit also has responsibility for radiation protection functions under the Radiation Protection and
Control Act 1982. The Authority’s financial statements include assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses attributable to
Radiation Protection. The income and expenses (excluding overheads) attributable to radiation protection are disclosed
in note 8.3. However assets and liabilities have not been separately disclosed as they cannot be reliably attributed to
radiation protection functions.
The consolidated financial statements have been prepared by combining the financial statements of all entities that
comprise the consolidated entity being the Authority and the Fund, in accordance with AASB 10 Consolidated Financial
Statements.
In forming the view that the Fund is controlled, the Authority considered its involvement with the entity and determined
that its substantive rights give the Authority the current ability to direct the major relevant activities of the entity and the
Authority is exposed or has rights to variable returns from its involvement as the entity contributes to furtherance of the
Authority's objectives.
Consistent accounting policies have been applied and all inter-entity balances and transactions arising within the
consolidated entity have been eliminated in full.
The financial statements and accompanying notes include all the controlled activities of the Authority.
Administered Items
(1) Solid Waste Levies
As per section 113 of the Environment Protection Act 1993 the Authority collects waste levies, but is then required to
transfer 50 percent of the cash component of solid waste levies collected to Green Industries SA as per section 17 of the
Green Industries SA Act 2004.
(2) Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 - Dob in a Litterer Revenue
The launch of the Dob in a Litterer campaign on 1 February 2017 followed the introduction of the litter provisions in the
Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016, and a state government commitment to introduce a public litter reporting
system. From 1 May 2017, fines began being imposed to those caught littering from their vehicles following a 3-month
grace period where warning letters were issued in lieu of fines.
As part of the 2018-19 State Budget, the government made the decision that funding for the Dob in a Litterer program
would cease effective 1 July 2018. Any revenue collected in future years will be repayment of residual fines currently on
instalment arrangements.
Revenue received from Dob in a Litterer must be paid into the Consolidated Account and therefore has been treated as
an administered item.
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1. About the Environment Protection Authority
(2) Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016 - Dob in a Litterer Revenue (continued)
The transactions and balances relating to the above administered items are not recognised as income, expense, assets
and liabilities of the Authority. See note 8.4 for Administered financial statements.

Basis of preparation
The financial statements are general purpose financial statements prepared in compliance with:
•

section 23 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987

•

Treasurer’s Instructions and Accounting Policy Statements issued by the Treasurer under the Public Finance and
Audit Act 1987

•

relevant Australian Accounting Standards.

For the 2018-19 financial statements the Authority has adopted AASB 9 – Financial Instruments and is required to
comply with new Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) issued on 22 March 2019. Further information
is provided in note 9.
The financial statements are prepared based on a 12 month reporting period and presented in Australian currency. The
historical cost convention is used unless a different measurement basis is specifically disclosed in the note associated
with the item measured.
Income, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST except:
•

when the GST incurred on a purchase of goods or services is not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office
(ATO), in which case GST is recognised as part of the cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of the expense item
applicable

•

receivables and payables, which are stated with the amount of GST included.

The Department of Environment and Water (DEW) prepares a Business Activity Statement on behalf of the Authority
under the grouping provisions of the GST legislation. Under these provisions, DEW is liable for the payments and entitled
to the receipts associated with GST. Therefore, the Authority’s net GST receivable/payable is recorded in DEW’s
Statement of Financial Position. GST cash flows applicable to the Authority are recorded in DEW’s Statement of Cash
Flows.
Assets and liabilities that are to be sold, consumed or realised as part of the normal operating cycle have been classified
as current assets or current liabilities. All other assets and liabilities are classified as non-current.
Where asset and liability line items combine amounts expected to be realised within 12 months and more than 12
months, the Authority has separately disclosed the amounts expected to be recovered or settled after more than 12
months.
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for the year ended 30 June 2019
Objectives and programs
Objectives

The objectives of the Authority are to achieve a better environment for the wellbeing and prosperity of all South
Australians:
•

through the protection, restoration and enhancement of the environment, and the risk-based regulation of pollution,
waste and noise

•

by ensuring the safe use of radiation to minimise adverse impacts on human health and the environment, through
the risk-based regulation of radiation.

The Authority works closely with industry, the community and government to protect our unique natural environment and
promote the safe use of radiation while supporting economic growth and improving wellbeing.
Programs
The Authority, in 2018-19 was funded by fees and charges for the provision of environment protection, policy and
regulatory services. In line with the objectives of establishing the Authority to focus on environment protection activities,
the Authority conducts its services through a single program, Environment and Radiation Protection. The purpose of this
program is to achieve a better environment for the wellbeing and prosperity of South Australians. As the Authority
conducts its services through a single program, a Statement of Disaggregated Disclosures has not been prepared.

Financial arrangements
The Authority's sources of funds consist of income derived primarily from fees, levies and licences. These fees, levies
and licences include:

•
•
•
•
•

waste levies from landfill depots
environmental authorisation fees
radiation licence fees
fines and penalties
section 7 enquiries.

The financial activities of the Authority are primarily conducted through deposit accounts with the Department of Treasury
and Finance (DTF) pursuant to Section 8 and Section 21 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987. The deposit accounts
are used for revenues from services provided and from fees and charges.
DEW provides some professional, technical and administrative support to the Authority. The identifiable direct costs of
providing these services are met by the Authority.
A memorandum of understanding was signed on 28 June 2019 between DEW and the Authority relating to the provision
of these services.
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for the year ended 30 June 2019
Budget performance

The budget performance table compares the Authority’s outcomes against budget information presented to Parliament
(2018-19 Budget Paper 4). The budget amounts have not been adjusted to reflect revised budgets or administrative
restructures. The budget process is not subject to audit.
Original
budget
2019
$'000

Actual
2019
$'000

Variance
2019
$'000

23 310
8 663
119
918
1 238
34 248

26 395
7 757
73
715
1 305
171
36 416

3 085
(906)
(46)
(203)
1 305
(1 067)
2 168

Income
Fees and charges
Grants and contributions
Interest
Resources received free of charge
Other income
Total income

52 715
238
102
53 055

52 667
252
111
166
66
53 262

(48)
14
9
166
66
207

Net benefit from providing services

18 807

16 846

(1 961)

-

2 076
(17 675)
(15 599)

2 076
(17 675)
(15 599)

Net result

18 807

1 247

(17 560)

Total comprehensive result

18 807

1 247

(17 560)

Statement of Comprehensive Income
Expenses
Employee benefits expenses
Supplies and services
Grants and subsidies
Depreciation and amortisation
Impairment loss on receivables
Other expenses
Total expenses

Note
(a)

Revenues from / (payments to) SA government
Revenues from SA government
Payments to SA government
Total net revenues from SA Government

(b)
(c)

Explanations are provided for variances where the variance exceeds the greater of 10% of the original budgeted amount
and 5% of original budgeted total expenses.
(a) The variation is predominantly due to the payment of TVSP’s to eligible employees and Long Service Leave
revaluation costs at year end
(b) Revenues from SA Government was greater than the original budget due to DTF reimbursing TVSP’s paid by the
Authority
(c) Payments to SA Government was greater than the original budget due to a review of the Authority’s operating
balance as at 30 June 2018 in accordance with the Cash Alignment Policy. The amount of surplus cash as advised
by DTF was $17.675 million.
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for the year ended 30 June 2019
1.4.

Budget performance (continued)
Original
budget
2019
$'000

Actual
2019
$'000

Variance
2019
$'000

36 487
36 487

35 289
52
35 341

(1 198)
52
(1 146)

36 487
36 487

34 916
34 916

(1 571)
(1 571)

Net cost / (benefit) of providing services

-

425

425

Net result

-

(425)

(425)

Total comprehensive result

-

(425)

(425)

Original
budget

Actual

Variance

2019
$'000
884
577
1 461

2019
$'000
80
577
657

2019
$'000
(804)
(804)

Administered Items
Statement of Comprehensive Income
Expenses
Intra government transfers
Other expenses
Total expenses

Note

Income
Fees, fines and penalties

Note
Investing expenditure summary
Total new projects
Total annual program
Total investing expenditure

(d)

(d) Total new project investing expenditure was lower than original budget due to delays relating to the Material Flow
and Levy Information System project.

Significant transactions with government related entities
Significant transactions with the SA Government are identifiable throughout this financial report. In addition:
•

100% of lease payments relate to accommodation supplied by the Department of Planning, Transport and
Infrastructure and cars supplied by Fleet SA

•

50% of the cash component of solid waste levies collected by the Authority is transferred to Green Industries SA

•

the Authority has a memorandum of understanding with DEW for professional, technical and administrative support

•

other significant transactions include those with licence holder SA Water for various charges.
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Board, committees and employees
Key management personnel
Key management personnel of the Authority include the Minister for Environment and Water, the EPA Board Members,
the Chief Executive and the other five members of the Executive Team who have responsibility for the strategic direction
and management of the Authority.
Total compensation for key management personnel was $1.429 million in 2018-19 and $1.382 million in 2017-18.
The compensation disclosed in the note below excludes salaries and other benefits the Minister receives. The Minister's
remuneration and allowances are set by the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1990 and the Remuneration Tribunal of SA
respectively and are payable from the Consolidated Account (via the Department of Treasury and Finance) under section
6 the Parliamentary Remuneration Act 1990.
2019
$'000
1 305
124
1 429

Compensation
Salaries and other short term employee benefits
Post-employment benefits
Total compensation

2018
$'000
1 256
126
1 382

Transactions with key management personnel and other related parties
Compensation of Key Management Personnel is disclosed above.
No transactions with key management personnel or related parties have occurred throughout the 2018-19 financial year,
other than those disclosed in note 1.5.

Board and committee members
Members during the 2019 financial year were:
Board of the Environment Protection Authority
Stephen Christley
Tony Circelli*
Catherine Cooper
Nancy Cromar (appointed July 2018)
Helen Macdonald
Christopher Stathy (appointed July 2018)
Christine Trenorden
Mark Withers

Radiation Protection Committee

Eva Bezak
Tony Circelli*
Sarah Constantine*
Ian Kirkwood (term concluded November 2018)*
Greg Marshall*
Cara Miller
Graeme Palmer
Nigel Spooner
Pamela Sykes
Wilson Vallat (appointed February 2019)*
Bettina Venner (appointed February 2019)*
Kathryn Levingstone (deputy member)
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2.2.

Board and committee members (continued)

* In accordance with the Premier and Cabinet Circular No. 016, government employees did not receive any remuneration
for board/committee duties during the financial year.

Board and committee remuneration
The number of members whose remuneration received or receivable falls within the
following bands:
2019
$0 - $19 999
11
$20 000 - $39 999
7
$40 000 - $59 999
Total number of members
18

2018
10
6
1
17

The total remuneration received or receivable by members was $0.198 million (2018: $0.207 million). Remuneration of
members include sitting fees, superannuation contributions, salary sacrifice benefits and fringe benefits and related
fringe benefits tax.

Employee benefits expenses

2019
$'000
17 802
2 198
2 057
1 690
1 162
1 132
196
118
9
31
26 395

Salaries and wages
Employment on-costs - superannuation
Targeted voluntary separation packages
Annual leave
Long Service Leave
Employment on-costs - other
Board and committee fees
Skills and Experience Retention Leave
Workers compensation
Other employee related expenses
Total employee benefits expenses

2018
$'000
17 845
2 250
1 711
705
1 128
198
101
(117)
36
23 857

Employment on-costs - superannuation
The superannuation employment on-cost charge represents the Authority’s contribution to superannuation plans in
respect of current services of current employees.
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2.3.

Employee benefits expenses (continued)

Executive remuneration
The number of employees whose remuneration received or receivable falls
within the following bands:
$151 001 – 171 000
$191 001 – 211 000
$231 001 – 251 000
$291 001 – 311 000
$311 001 – 331 000
Total

2019
Number
2
2
1
1
6

2018
Number
1
2
1
1
5

The table includes all employees who received remuneration equal to or greater than the base executive remuneration
level during the year. Remuneration of employees reflects all costs of employment including salaries and wages,
payments in lieu of leave, superannuation contributions, salary sacrifice benefits and fringe benefits and any fringe
benefits tax paid or payable in respect of those benefits.

Targeted voluntary separation packages
The number of employees who received a TVSP during the reporting period was 24.

Amount paid to separated employees:
Targeted Voluntary Separation Packages
Leave paid to separated employees
Recovery from the Department of Treasury and Finance

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

2 057
639
(2 076)

-

620

-

Net cost to the Environment Protection Authority

Employee benefits liability

Current
Annual leave
Long service leave
Accrued salaries and wages
Skills and experience retention leave
Total current employee benefits

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

1 597
601
398
94
2 690

1 726
578
370
101
2 775

Non-current
Long service leave
Total non-current employee benefits

5 564
5 564

5 509
5 509

Total employee benefits

8 254

8 284

Employee benefits accrue as a result of services provided up to the reporting date that remain unpaid. Long-term
employee benefits are measured at present value and short-term employee benefits are measured at nominal amounts.
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2.4.

Employee benefits liability (continued)

Salaries and wages, annual leave, skills and experience retention leave (SERL) and sick leave
The liability for salary and wages is measured as the amount unpaid at the reporting date at remuneration rates current
at the reporting date.
The annual leave liability and the SERL liability in full is expected to be payable within 12 months and is measured at the
undiscounted amount expected to be paid.
No provision has been made for sick leave as all sick leave is non-vesting and the average sick leave taken in future
years by employees is estimated to be less than the annual entitlement for sick leave.
Long Service Leave
The liability for long service leave is measured as the present value of expected future payments to be made in respect
of services provided by employees up to the end of the reporting period using the projected unit credit method. Details
about the measurement of long service leave liability is provided as note 11.1.

Expenses
Employee benefits expenses are disclosed in note 2.3.

Supplies and services

Operating lease payments
General administration
Fee for service - Site Contamination
Information technology & communication
Scientific and technical services
Staff development
Minor works, maintenance & equipment
Vehicle and aircraft
Accommodation and property management
Fee for service - DEW
Travel and accommodation
Fee for service - Other
Transportation
Temporary staff
Monitoring fees
Other

2019
$'000
1 769
1 744
1 261
641
328
323
280
261
220
195
173
139
85
75
40
223

2018
$'000
2 238
1 471
1 068
669
424
341
396
280
434
114
206
532
146
46
74
245

Total supplies and services

7 757

8 684

Operating leases payments
Operating lease payments (less any lease incentives) are recognised on a straight-line basis over the lease term.
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Depreciation and amortisation

Buildings and improvements
Computing equipment
Furniture and fittings
Vehicles
Infrastructure
Plant and equipment
Intangible assets

2019
$'000
1
21
104
8
22
176
383

2018
$'000
1
25
259
8
23
198
372

715

886

Total depreciation and amortisation

All non-current assets, having a limited useful life, are systematically depreciated/amortised over their useful lives in a
manner that reflects the consumption of their service potential.
Lease incentives in the form of leasehold improvements are capitalised as an asset and depreciated over the remaining
term of the lease or estimated useful life of the improvement, whichever is shorter.
Land assets are not depreciated.

Review of accounting estimates
Assets’ residual values, useful lives and amortisation methods are reviewed and adjusted if appropriate, on an annual
basis. Changes in the expected useful life or the expected pattern of consumption of future economic benefits embodied
in the asset are accounted for prospectively by changing the time period or method, as appropriate.

Useful life
Depreciation/amortisation is calculated on a straight line basis over the estimated useful life of the following classes of
assets as follows:
Class of Asset

Useful Life (years)

Computing equipment

3-10

Intangible Assets

3-17

Infrastructure

15-30

Plant and equipment

5-15

Vehicles

10-25

Furniture and fittings

10-15

Buildings and improvements

40

Other

10

The amortisation period and the amortisation method for intangible assets is reviewed on an annual basis.
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Grants and subsidies

Community organisations and associations
Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Board
Environment Protection Authority NSW
Attorney General's Department
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
Department for Education
Primary Industries and Regions SA
Local Government
Total grants and subsidies

Other expenses

Capital project costs not capitalised
Property, plant and equipment write-offs
Other
Total other expenses

2019
$'000
43
13
10
5
2
73

2018
$'000
211
10
84
15
1
43
380
744

2019
$'000
25
7
139

2018
$'000
1 802
111

171

1 913

Other
Audit fees paid/payable to the Auditor-General's Department relating to work performed under the Public Finance and
Audit Act 1987 were $0.139 million (2018: $0.108 million). No other services were provided by the Auditor-General's
Department.

Income
Net revenues from SA Government

Revenues from SA Government
Appropriation from the Treasurer's Contingency Fund

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

2 076

78

Total revenues from SA Government

2 076

78

Payments to SA Government
Return of surplus cash pursuant to cash alignment policy

17 675

11 973

Total payments to SA Government

17 675

11 973

Appropriations
Appropriations are recognised on receipt.
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Fees and charges

2019
$'000
35 633
12 135
3 256
1 002
559
82
52 667

Waste levies
Environmental authorisation fees
Radiation licence fees
Other licence fees
Fines and penalties
Other fees and charges
Total fees and charges

2018
$'000
33 971
10 655
3 159
1 158
1 643
71
50 657

Environmental authorisation fees received under the Environment Protection Act 1993 are recognised as revenue when
invoiced. All other license fees, including those received under the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982, are
recognised as revenue upon receipt. Waste levies are recognised by the Authority on an accrual basis.

Grants and contributions

SA Government grants
Commonwealth Government grants
Private industry and community grants
Total grants and contributions

(i) State Government Grants
Department for Environment and Water
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
Department of State Development
Primary Industries and Regions SA
Adelaide and Mount Lofty NRM Board

(ii) Commonwealth Government Grants
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science
Department of the Environment and Energy
Murray Darling Basin Authority

(iii) Private Industry and Community Grants
Other

2019
$'000
172
80
-

2018
$'000
351
634
35

252

1 020

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

3
2
135
2
30
172

43
133
100
45
30
351

27
53
80

26
605
3
634

-

35
35

Contributions are recognised as an asset and income when the Authority obtains control of the contributions or obtains
the right to receive the contributions and the income recognition criteria are met.
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4.3.

Grants and contributions (continued)

Contributions which have conditions of expenditure still to be met as at reporting date were $8.643 million (2018: $7.573
million).
The Authority is engaged in a variety of funding programs involving State and Commonwealth sources who provide
monies to the Authority on the premise that these funds are expended in a manner consistent with the terms of the
agreement. At reporting date these contributions relate to:

Environment Protection Fund
National Pollutant Inventory
Externally funded projects

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

8 641
2
8 643

7 534
19
20
7 573

The Environment Protection Fund is established under section 24 of the Environment Protection Act 1993. The Fund
must be kept as directed by the Treasurer. Prescribed percentages of waste levies and licence fees are paid into the
Fund under section 8 of the Environment Protection Regulations 2009. The Fund may be applied by the Minister or by
the Authority with the approval of the Minister.

Interest

Interest from entities within the SA Government
Total interest revenues

2019
$'000
111

2018
$'000
100

111

100

2019
$'000
166

2018
$'000
373
162

166

535

Resources received free of charge

Assets received free of charge
Services received free of charge - Shared Services SA
Total resources received free of charge
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Net gain from the disposal of non-current assets

Plant and equipment
Proceeds from disposal
Less net book value of assets disposed
Net gain from disposal of plant and equipment
Total assets
Total proceeds from disposal
Less total net book value of assets disposed
Total gain from disposal of non-current assets

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

-

93
(69)
24

-

93
(69)
24

Gains/losses on disposal are recognised at the date at which control of the asset is passed to the buyer and are
determined after deducting the cost of the asset from the proceeds at that time.

Other income

Salaries and wages recoveries
Other sundry revenue
Lease incentive
Total other income

24

2019
$'000
3
63
-

2018
$'000
9
225
417

66
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Non-financial assets
Property, plant and equipment

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

278
278

278
278

40
(28)
12

40
(27)
13

507
(246)
261

507
(224)
283

200
200

93
93

Vehicles
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total vehicles

180
(121)
59

171
(124)
47

Computing equipment
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total computing equipment

252
(226)
26

252
(205)
47

Furniture and fittings
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total furniture and fittings

3 688
(2 954)
734

3 655
(2 850)
805

Plant and equipment
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total plant and equipment

4 609
(3 700)
909

4 421
(3 620)
801

2 479

2 367

Land
At cost (deemed fair value)
Total land
Buildings and improvements
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total buildings and improvements
Infrastructure
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated depreciation
Total infrastructure
Capital works in progress
Capital works in progress
Total capital works in progress

Total property, plant and equipment

Property, plant and equipment with a value equal to or in excess of $10 000 is capitalised, otherwise it is expensed.
Property, plant and equipment is recorded at fair value. Detail about the Authority’s approach to fair value is set out in
note 11.2.
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5.1.

Property, plant and equipment (continued)

Impairment
There were no indications of impairment of property, plant and equipment at 30 June 2019.

Reconciliation 2018-19

Carrying amount at 1 July 2018
Acquisitions
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Assets written off
Capital WIP - expensed in current
period
Depreciation / amortisation
expense
Carrying amount at 30 June
2019

Carrying amount at 1 July 2018
Acquisitions
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Assets written off
Capital WIP - expensed in current
period
Depreciation / amortisation
expense
Carrying amount at 30 June
2019

Buildings and
Land improvements
$’000
$’000
278
13
-

Infrastructure
$’000
283
-

Vehicles
$’000
47
27

Computing
equipment
$’000
47
-

-

-

-

(7)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(1)

(22)

(8)

(21)

278

12

261

59

26

Furniture and
fittings
$’000
805
33

Plant and
equipment
$’000
801
284

Capital works
in progress
$’000
93
321

Total
$’000
2 367
665

-

-

(189)
-

(189)
(7)

-

-

(25)

(25)

(104)

(176)

-

(332)

734

909

200

2 479
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5.1.

Property, plant and equipment (continued)

Reconciliation 2017-18

Carrying amount at 1 July 2017
Acquisitions
Initial recognition
Assets received for nil
consideration
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Asset written off
Disposals
Depreciation / amortisation
expense
Carrying amount at 30 June
2018

Carrying amount at 1 July 2017
Acquisitions
Initial recognition
Assets received for nil
consideration
Transfers to/(from) capital works in
progress
Assets written off
Disposals
Depreciation / amortisation
expense

Buildings and
Land improvements
$’000
$’000
278
14
-

Infrastructure
$’000
334
-

Vehicles
$’000
55
-

Computing
equipment
$’000
72
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(28)
-

-

-

-

(1)

(23)

(8)

(25)

278

13

283

47

47

Furniture and
fittings
$’000
2 001
456

Plant and
equipment
$’000
992
84
-

Capital works
in progress
$’000
26
193
-

Total
$’000
3 772
277
456

373

-

-

373

(1 766)
-

(8)
(69)

(126)
-

(126)
(1 802)
(69)

(259)

(198)

-

(514)

805

801

93

2 367

Carrying amount at 30 June
2018
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Intangible assets

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

98
(35)
63

98
(27)
71

2 033
(1 841)
192

1 977
(1 741)
236

Complaints and Reports of Environmental Significance System (CARES)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total CARES

308
(308)
-

308
(307)
1

Licensing Administration Management Program (LAMP)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total LAMP

1 617
(629)
988

1 592
(464)
1 128

Environment Licensing Forms (ELF)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total ELF

518
(198)
320

507
(145)
362

45
(18)
27

45
(13)
32

Other
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total Other

723
(379)
344

1 052
(754)
298

Total intangible assets

1 934

2 128

Internally developed intangible assets
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total internally generated computer software
General Environment Information System (GENI)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total GENI

EMP Masterpiece Interface (EMP)
At cost (deemed fair value)
Less accumulated amortisation
Total EMP
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5.2.

Intangible assets (continued)

Intangible assets are initially measured at cost and are tested for indications of impairment at each reporting date.
Following initial recognition, intangible assets are carried at cost less any accumulated amortisation and any
accumulated impairment losses.
The acquisition of or internal development of software is capitalised only when the expenditure meets the definition and
recognition criteria and when the amount of expenditure is greater than or equal to $10 000.
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5.2.

Intangible assets (continued)

Reconciliation 2018-19

Carrying amount at 1 July 2018
Transfers from capital works in progress

LAMP

Electronic
Licensing
Forms

EMP

Other
Intangibles

Total

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

1

1 128

362

32

298

2 128

Internally
developed

GENI

CARES

$’000

$’000

71

236

-

56

-

25

11

-

97

189

Amortisation

(8)

(100)

(1)

(165)

(53)

(5)

(51)

(383)

Carrying amount at 30 June 2019

63

192

-

988

320

27

344

1 934

EMP

Other
Intangibles

Total

Reconciliation 2017-18
Internally
developed

GENI

CARES

LAMP

Electronic
Licensing
Forms

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

$’000

79

288

15

1 240

385

36

331

2 374

-

29

49

29

-

19

126

Amortisation

(8)

(81)

(14)

(161)

(52)

(4)

(52)

(372)

Carrying amount at 30 June 2018

71

236

1

1 128

362

32

298

2 128

Carrying amount at 1 July 2017
Transfers from capital works in progress
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Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents

Deposits with the Treasurer
Environment Protection Fund Deposit Account
Imprest account/cash on hand

2019
$'000
21 153
8 641
5

2018
$'000
19 032
7 534
5

Total cash and cash equivalents

29 799

26 571

Cash is measured at nominal amounts.
Deposits with the Treasurer and cash on hand is non-interest bearing. The Environment Protection Fund Deposit
Account earns a floating interest rate, based on daily bank deposit rates.

Receivables

Current
Trade receivables
From government entities
From non-government entities
Less allowance for doubtful debts
Total trade receivables

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

38
6 964
(1 385)
5 617

15
7 368
(9)
7 374

Prepayments
Accrued revenues
Workers compensation recoveries
Total current receivables

99
19
1
5 736

56
29
2
7 461

Non-current
Workers compensation recoveries
Total non-current receivables

1
1

2
2

5 737

7 463

Total receivables

Receivables arise in the normal course of selling goods and services to other government agencies and to the public.
Receivables are normally settled within 30 days after the issue of an invoice or the goods/services have been provided
under a contractual arrangement. Receivables, prepayments and accrued revenues are non-interest bearing.
Receivables are held with the objective of collecting the contractual cash flows and they are measured at amortised cost.
Other than as recognised in the allowance for doubtful debts, it is not anticipated that counterparties will fail to discharge
their obligations. The carrying amount of receivables approximates net fair value due to being receivable on demand.
There is no concentration of credit risk.
Refer to note 11.3 for further information on risk management.
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6.2.

Receivables (continued)

Impairment of receivables
2019
$'000
9
78
87
(7)
1 305
1 385

Balance at 30 June under AASB 139
Adjustments on initial adoption of AASB 9
Carrying amount at the beginning of the period
Amounts written off
Increase in the allowance
Carrying amount at the end of the period

2018
$'000
9
9
(5)
5
9

Refer to note 11.3 for details regarding credit risk and the methodology for determining impairment.

Liabilities
Employee benefits liabilities are disclosed in note 2.4.

Payables

Current
Trade payables
Employment on-costs
Accrued expenses
Paid Parental Leave Scheme payable
Total current payables
Non-current
Employment on-costs
Total non-current payables
Total payables

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

897
542
162
8
1 609

616
564
139
5
1 324

571
571

551
551

2 180

1 875

Payables and accruals are raised for all amounts owing but unpaid. Sundry payables are normally settled within 30 days
from the date the invoice is first received. All payables are non-interest bearing. The carrying amount of payables
represents fair value due to their short-term nature.
Employment on-costs
Employment on-costs include payroll tax, WorkCover levies and superannuation contributions and are settled when the
respective employee benefits that they relate to is discharged.
The Authority makes contributions to several State Government and externally managed superannuation schemes.
These contributions are treated as an expense when they occur. There is no liability for payments to beneficiaries as
they have been assumed by the respective superannuation schemes. The only liability outstanding at reporting date
relates to any contributions due but not yet paid to the South Australian Superannuation Board.
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7.1.

Payables (continued)

As a result of an actuarial assessment performed by the Department of Treasury and Finance, the proportion of long
service leave taken as leave has remained unchanged from the 2018 rate of 41%. This rate is used in the employment
on-cost calculation.
Paid parent leave scheme
Paid Parental Leave Scheme payable represents amounts which the Authority has received from the Commonwealth
Government to forward onto eligible employees via the Authority’s standard payroll processes. That is, the Authority is
acting as a conduit through which the payment to eligible employees is made on behalf of the Family Assistance Office.

Provisions

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

40
40

41
41

Non-current
Provision for workers compensation
Total non-current provisions

56
56

61
61

Total provisions

96

102

102
(15)
9
96

242
(23)
(117)
102

Current
Provision for workers compensation
Total current provisions

Movement in Provisions
Carrying amount at the beginning of the period
Reductions arising from payments
Increases/(decreases) resulting from re-measurement
Carrying amount at the end of the period

A provision has been reported to reflect unsettled workers compensation claims. The workers compensation provision is
based on an actuarial assessment of the outstanding liability as at 30 June 2019 provided by a consulting actuary
engaged through the Office of the Commissioner for the Public Sector. The provision is for the estimated cost of ongoing
payments to employees as required under current legislation.
The Authority is responsible for the payment of workers compensation claims.
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Other liabilities

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

39
2
41

42
9
51

Non-current
Lease incentive

375

383

Total non-current other liabilities

375

383

Total other liabilities

416

434

Current
Lease incentive
Other
Total current other liabilities

Lease liabilities are effectively secured as the rights to the leased assets revert to the lessor in the event of default.
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Other disclosures
Cash flow

Cash flows are included in the Statement of Cash Flows on a gross basis and the GST component of cash flows arising
from investing and financing activities, which is recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO is classified as part of operating
cash flows.

Cash flow reconciliation
2019
$'000

2018
$'000

Reconciliation of cash and cash equivalents at the end of the
reporting period
Cash and cash equivalents disclosed in the Statement of Financial
Position

29 799

26 571

Balance as per the Statement of Cash Flows

29 799

26 571

Reconciliation of net cash provided by operating activities to net
benefit of providing services
Net cash provided by operating activities
Less revenues from SA Government
Add payments to SA Government

3 893
(2 076)
17 675

5 149
(78)
11 973

78
(715)
(32)
-

(886)
(1 802)
373
24
456

Movement in assets and liabilities
(Decrease)/increase in receivables
(Increase)/decrease in payables
Decrease/(increase) in employee benefits
Decrease in provisions
Decrease in other liabilities

(1 726)
(305)
30
6
18

1 656
72
(271)
140
32

Net benefit from providing services

16 846

16 838

Add / less non-cash items
Opening equity adjustment
Depreciation and amortisation
Capital work-in-progress and asset write-offs
Assets received free of charge
Gain on disposal of non-current assets
Initial recognition - furniture and fittings
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The Environment Protection Fund
The following is a summary of the financial activity attributable to the Fund. In reflecting these amounts in the Authority's
financial statements, transactions between the Fund and the Authority have been eliminated.
Statement of Comprehensive Income
for the year ended 30 June 2019
Income
Fees and Charges
Interest revenue
Other Income

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

4 384
111
-

4 289
100
48

Total income

4 495

4 437

Expenses
Employee benefits expenses
Supplies and services
Grants and subsidies

370
3 300
56

325
3 447
22

Total expenses

3 726

3 794

769

643

Current assets
Cash
Receivables
Total current assets

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

8 641
452
9 093

7 534
471
8 005

Total assets

9 093

8 005

Current liabilities
Payables
Employee Benefits
Total current liabilities

431
16
447

128
128

Total liabilities

447

128

8 646

7 877

Equity
Retained earnings

8 646

7 877

Total equity

8 646

7 877

Net result

Statement of Financial Position
as at 30 June 2019

Net assets
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8.2.

The Environment Protection Fund (continued)

Statement of Changes in Equity
for the year ended 30 June 2019

Retained
Earnings
$'000

Total
$'000

Balance at 1 July 2017

7 234

7 234

Net result for 2017-18
Balance at 30 June 2018

643
7 877

643
7 877

Net result for 2018-19

769

769

8 646

8 646

2019
(Outflows)
Inflows
$'000

2018
(Outflows)
Inflows
$'000

(354)
(2 996)
(55)
(3 405)

(318)
(3 426)
(22)
(3 766)

Cash inflows
Fees and charges
interest received
Other Income
Cash generated from operating activities
Net cash provided by/(used in) operating activities

4 401
111
4 512
1 107

4 211
100
48
4 359
593

Net increase / (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents

1 107

593

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period

7 534

6 941

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period

8 641

7 534

Balance at 30 June 2019

Statement of Cash Flows
for the year ended 30 June 2019

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash outflows
Employee benefit payments
Payments for supplies and services
Grants and contribution payments
Cash used in operating activities
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Radiation Protection

The administrative unit has responsibility for radiation protection functions under the Radiation Protection and Control Act
1982.
The following summarises income and expenditure attributable to radiation protection functions within the administrative
unit excluding the allocation of overheads. In reflecting these amounts in the Authority's financial statements,
transactions between Radiation Protection and the Statutory Authority have been eliminated.
Statement of Comprehensive Income for the Year Ended 30 June 2019
Income
Radiation license fees
Sales
Grants and contributions
Other income
Total income

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

3 256
17
27
9
3 309

3 159
12
26
3 197

Expenses
Employee benefits expenses
Supplies and services
Total expenses

1 481
57
1 538

1 574
84
1 658

Net result

1 771

1 539

Administered items
The following is a summary of the amounts captured as Administered Items of the Authority which comprises Solid
Waste Levies received and transferred to Green Industries SA and revenue received under the Local Nuisance and Litter
Control Act 2016.
Statement of Comprehensive Income for the Year Ended 30 June 2019

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

Income
Solid waste levies
Expiation fees (Dob in a Litterer)
Total income

34 864
52
34 916

33 209
117
33 326

Expenses
Solid waste levies transferred to GISA
Expiation fees (Dob in a Litterer) transferred to Consolidated Account
Total expenses

35 289
52
35 341

31 722
117
31 839

(425)

1 487

Net result
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8.4.

Administered items (continued)

Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2019
Current assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables
Total current assets

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

144
4 683
4 827

2
5 108
5 110

Total assets

4 827

5 110

144
144
144

2
2
2

Net assets

4 683

5 108

Equity
Retained earnings

4 683

5 108

Total equity

4 683

5 108

Statement of Cash Flows for the Year Ended 30 June 2019

2019
$'000

2018
$'000

35 289
52
35 341

31 722
117
31 839

(35 145)
(54)
(35 199)
142

(31 722)
(116)
(31 838)
1

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period

142
2

1
1

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period

144

2

Current liabilities
Payables
Total current liabilities
Total liabilities

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash inflows
Solid waste levies received
Expiation fees (Dob in a Litterer)
Cash generated from operating activities
Cash outflows
Solid waste levies transferred to GISA
Expiation fees (Dob in a Litterer) returned to Consolidated Account)
Cash used in operating activities
Net cash (used in) / provided by operating activities
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Changes in accounting policy

Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statement)
On 22 March 2019 the Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) 2019 were issued by the Treasurer under
the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987. The Accounting Policy Statements replaced the following Accounting Policy
Frameworks:

•

Purpose and Scope

•

General Purpose Financial Statements Framework

•

Asset Accounting Framework

•

Financial Asset and Liability Framework

•

Income Framework

•

Definitions.

The new Accounting Policy Statements have largely been prepared on a no-policy change basis. Changes that impact
on these financial statements are:

•

removal of the additional requirement to report transactions with the SA Government

•

removal of the additional requirement to report a statement of equity for administered items

•

increasing the bands from $10,000 to $20,000 for employee and board member reporting

These changes, however, do not impact on the amounts reported in the financial statements.
The Accounting Policy Statements also set out requirements in relation to Accounting Standards and Statements not yet
effective. This is further discussed in note 10.3.

AASB 9 Financial Instruments
AASB 9 Financial Instruments replaces the provisions of AASB 139 that relate to recognition, classification and
measurement of financial assets and financial liabilities, derecognition of financial instruments, impairment of financial
assets and hedge accounting. The adoption of AASB 9 from 1 July 2018 resulted in changes in accounting policies and
adjustments to the amounts recognised in financial statements.
As part of the adoption of AASB 9, the Authority adopted consequential amendments to other accounting standards and
the Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) arising from the issue of AASB 9 as follows:

•

AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements requires the impairment of financial assets to be presented in a
separate line item in the statement of comprehensive income. In prior year, this information was presented as part of
other expenses

•

AASB 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures requires amended disclosures due to changes arising from AASB 9,
these disclosures have been provided for the current year because the comparatives have not been restated.

In accordance with transitional provisions and the Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements), AASB 9
Financial Instruments was adopted without restating comparative information for classification and measurement
requirements. All adjustments relating to classification and measurement are recognised in retained earnings at 1 July
2018.
The adoption of AASB 9 has not had a significant effect on the recognition, measurement or classification of financial
liabilities.
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AASB 9 Financial Instruments (continued)

The total impact on the Authority’s retained earnings as at 1 July 2018 is as follows:

Closing retained earnings 30 June 2018 – AASB 139

2018
$'000
27 834

Adjustment to retained earnings from adoption of AASB 9
Opening retained earnings 1 July 2018 – AASB 9

(78)
27 756

On 1 July 2018, the Authority has assessed and reclassified its financial assets into the appropriate AASB 9 categories
depending on the business model and contractual cash flow characteristics applying to the asset. AASB 9 eliminates the
AASB 139 categories of held to maturity and loans and receivables.

Reclassification of financial instruments on adoption of AASB 9
On the date of initial application, the Authority’s financial instruments were as follows, with any reclassifications noted.

Current financial assets
Trade receivables

Measurement category
AASB 139
AASB 9

AASB 139
at 30 June
2018
$’000

Carrying
amount remeasurement
$’000

AASB 9 at 1
July 2018
$’000

Loans and
receivables

Amortised
cost

29

-

29

Amortised cost

Amortised
cost

642

-

642

Current financial
liabilities
Trade payables
Impairment of financial assets
AASB 9 replaces the ‘incurred loss’ model in AASB 139 with an ‘expected credit loss’ model. The following financial
assets of the Authority are subject to AASB 9’s new expected credit loss model:

•

trade receivables from provision of services

This model generally results in earlier recognition of credit losses than the previous one.
Trade receivables
New impairment requirements result in a provision being applied to all receivables rather than only on those receivables
that are credit impaired. The Authority has adopted the combined approach under AASB 9 Financial Instruments, where
separately considered receivables were impaired ($1.18 million) and then applied a provision matrix approach as a
practical expedient to measure lifetime expected credit losses on the remaining receivables which resulted in an increase
of loss of $125 000 for receivables external to government. The application of the expected credit loss model resulted in
an increase in the loss allowance on 1 July 2018 of $78 000 for trade receivables external to government.
There are no additional impairment provisions for State, Territory, or Commonwealth Government receivables due to the
government’s high quality credit risk.
Trade and other receivables that were classified as loans and receivables under AASB 139 are now classified at
amortised cost as they meet the appropriate criteria under AASB 9.
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Outlook

Unrecognised contractual commitments
Commitments include operating, capital and outsourcing arrangements arising from contractual or statutory sources and
are disclosed at their nominal value.

Operating lease commitments
Commitments in relation to operating leases contracted for at the reporting date but not recognised as liabilities
are payable as follows:
2019
2018
$'000
$'000
Within one year
2 089
1 857
Later than one year but not longer than five years
8 623
7 647
Later than five years
9 482
11 357
Total operating lease commitments

20 194

20 861

Representing:
Non-cancellable operating leases

20 194

20 861

Total operating lease commitments

20 194

20 861

The operating leases held by the Authority are for office equipment and property leases with penalty clauses equal to the
amount of the residual payments remaining for the lease terms. The leases are payable one month in advance and the
Authority has the right of renewal. There are no existing or contingent rental provisions.

Contingent assets and liabilities
Contingent assets and contingent liabilities are not recognised in the Statement of Financial Position, but are disclosed
by way of a note and, if quantifiable, are measured at nominal value.
The Environment Protection Act 1993 provides the Authority with the ability to impose a financial assurance on the holder
of an authorisation as a condition of that authorisation. The Authority has three financial assurances in place to cover
environmental liabilities that may occur as a result of activities undertaken by authorisation holders. No value is assigned
to these assurances for financial statement purposes as they will only arise in the event that an authorisation holder fails
to fulfil their authorisation obligations.
The Authority is not aware of the existence of any contingent assets or contingent liabilities as at 30 June 2019.

Impact of standards and statements not yet effective
The Authority has assessed the impact of new and changed Australian Accounting Standards Board Standards and
Interpretations not yet effective.
Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) 2019 issued by the Treasurer on 22 March 2019 are effective for
2018-19 reporting period and are addressed below in relation to Standards not yet effective and in note 9.1. There are no
Accounting Policy Statements that are not yet effective.
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10.3. Impact of standards and statements not yet effective (continued)
AASB 15 – Revenue from Contracts with Customers and AASB 1058 – Income of Not for Profit Entities
Objective
AASB 15 introduces a 5-step approach to revenue recognition. The objective of AASB 15 is that recognition of revenue
depicts the transfer of promised goods or services to customers in an amount that reflects the consideration to which an
entity expects to be entitled in exchange for those goods or services. It provides extensive guidance as to how to apply
this revenue recognition approach to a range of scenarios. AASB 15 – Revenue from Contracts replaces AASB 111 –
Construction Contracts and AASB 118 – Revenue.
AASB 1058 introduces consistent requirements for the accounting of non-reciprocal transactions by not-for-profit entities,
in conjunction with AASB 15. These requirements closely reflect the economic reality of not-for-profit entity transactions
that are not contracts with customers. AASB 1058 replaces parts of AASB 1004 – Contributions.

Impact on 2019-20 financial statements
The Authority has assessed the impact of adopting AASB 15 and AASB 1058 and has concluded that it will continue to
recognise its revenue consistent with past practices, as it was deemed to not differ materially from adopting AASB 15
and AASB 1058. The Authority will continue to perform this assessment on an annual basis to ensure that there are not
material variations.
In relation to AASB 1058, the Authority has not acquired an asset at significantly less than fair value and are not in
receipt of volunteer services. The Authority does not receive grants for the construction or acquisition of non-financial
assets.

Related accounting policies
The Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) 2019 sets out requirements for on-going application. These
requirements include that Authority will:

•

apply, where permitted, the short-term licences recognition exemption

•

adopt $15,000 as the threshold to determine whether a licence is a licence for which the transaction price is of low
value and will apply the low value licence recognition exemption for all low value licences

•

not recognise volunteer services when the services would not have been purchased if they had not been donated.
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10.3. Impact of standards and statements not yet effective (continued)
AASB 16 – Leases
The Authority will adopt AASB 16 – Leases from 1 July 2019.
Objective
AASB 16 sets out a comprehensive model for lease accounting that addresses recognition, measurement, presentation
and disclosure of leases. The outcome will be that lease information disclosed will give users of financial statements a
basis to assess the effect that leases have on the financial position, financial performance and cash flows of an entity.
AASB 16 Leases replaces AASB 117 Leases and Interpretation 4 Determining whether an Arrangement contains a
Lease, Interpretation 115 Operating Leases – Incentives and Interpretation, and Interpretation 127 Evaluating the
Substance of Transactions Involving the Legal Form of a Lease.
Impact on 2019-20 financial statements
The Authority has assessed the estimated impact on the Statement of Financial Position of adopting AASB 16 with the
transition requirements mandated by the Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements).
AASB 16 requires lessees to recognise assets and liabilities for all leases, not subject to a recognition exemption or
scoped out of the application of AASB 16. Applying AASB 16 will result in leases previously classified as operating
leases having right-of-use assets and related lease liabilities being recognised in the Statement of Financial Position for
the first time. Lease incentive liabilities previously recognised will be written off against the right-of-use assets or retained
earnings depending on the nature of the incentive.
AASB 16 is expected to have a material impact on the Statement of Financial Position. The Authority has estimated the
impact of this change and the results as at 1 July 2019.
The estimated impact is based on applying AASB 16’s transition approach to those leases identified as leases by the
Authority prior to 1 July 2019. The incremental borrowing rates applied to estimate the lease liability were SAFA’s interest
rates for principal and interest loans to SA Government agencies.
The estimated impact is set out below.

as at 1 July
2019
$’000
Assets
Increase in right-of-use asset

14 622

Liabilities
Increase in lease liabilities
Decrease in other liabilities (lease incentive)
Net impact on equity

15 071
(449)
-
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Impact of standards and statements not yet effective (continued)

AASB 16 will also impact on the Statement of Comprehensive Income. The operating lease expense previously
included in supplies and services will mostly be replaced with:
●
●

a depreciation expense that represents the use of the right-of-use asset; and
borrowing costs that represent the cost associated with financing the right-of-use asset.

The estimated impact on 2019-20 Statement of Comprehensive Income is set out below.
2020
$’000
Increase in depreciation and amortisation
Decrease in supplies and services
Increase in borrowing costs
Net impact on net cost of providing services

1 729
(2 089)
278
(82)

The amounts disclosed are current estimates only. The Authority is continuing to refine its calculations of lease assets
and liabilities for 2019-20 financial reporting purposes and expects that these figures will change. This includes
accounting for non-lease components and clarifying lease terms and treatment of contractual rent increases.
Related accounting policies
The Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) 2019 sets out key requirements that the Authority must
adopt for the transition from AASB 117 Leases to AASB 16 Leases. These requirements include that the Authority will:

•

apply AASB 16 retrospectively. The cumulative effect of initially applying the Standard will be recognised at 1 July
2019. Comparatives will not be restated.

•

only apply AASB 16 to contracts that were previously identified as containing a lease applying AASB 117 and related
interpretations.

•

not transition operating leases for which the lease term ends before 30 June 2020.

On transition, for leases previously accounted for as operating leases with a remaining lease term of less than 12 months
and for leases of low-value assets the Authority has applied the optional exemptions to not recognise the leases liability
and right-of-use assets but to account for the lease expense on a straight-line basis over the remaining lease term. There
is an exception for motor vehicle leases, where Treasurer’s approval has been granted not to apply this exemption to
leases with a term remaining of less than 12 months.
The Treasurer’s Instructions (Accounting Policy Statements) 2019 also sets out requirements for on-going application.
These requirements include that the Authority will:

•

not apply AASB 16 to leases of intangible assets.

•

adopt $15,000 as the threshold to determine whether an underlying asset is a low value asset and must apply the
low value asset recognition exemption to all low value assets.

•

apply the short-term leases recognition exemption for all classes of underlying asset.

•

separate non-lease components from lease components.

•

adopt the revaluation model, where permitted.

•

where required, apply the relevant lessee’s incremental borrowing rate published by the Department of Treasury and
Finance.

•

on initial recognition not record at fair-value leases that have significantly below-market terms and conditions
principally to enable the Authority to further its objectives, unless they have already been recorded at fair-value prior
to 1 July 2019.
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Events after the reporting period
There were no events that occurred after the reporting period for the year ended 30 June 2019.

Measurement and risk
Long service leave liability - measurement
AASB 119 Employee Benefits specifies the calculation methodology for long service leave liability.
The actuarial assessment performed by the Department of Treasury and Finance has provided a basis for the
measurement of long service leave and is based on actuarial assumptions on expected future salary and wage levels,
experience of employee departures and periods of service. These assumptions are based on employee data over SA
Government entities.
AASB 119 Employee Benefits requires the use of the yield on long term Commonwealth Government bonds as the
discount rate in the measurement of the long service leave liability. The yield on long term Commonwealth Government
bonds decreased from 2018 (2.5%) to 2019 (1.25%).
The net financial effect of the changes to actuarial assumptions in the current financial year is $562 000. The impact on
future periods is impracticable to estimate as the long service leave liability is calculated using a number of
demographical and financial assumptions - including the long-term discount rate.
The actuarial assessment performed by the Department of Treasury and Finance left the salary inflation rate at 4% for
long service leave liability. The salary inflation rate for annual leave and skills, experience and retention leave liability
decreased from 2018 (3%) to 2019 (2.2%). This change had an immaterial net financial effect in the current financial
year.
The unconditional portion of the long service leave provision is classified as current as the Authority does not have an
unconditional right to defer settlement of the liability for at least 12 months after reporting date. The unconditional portion
of long service leave relates to an unconditional legal entitlement to payment arising after 10 years of service.
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Fair value

AASB 13 Fair Value Measurement defines fair value as the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to
transfer a liability in an orderly transaction between market participants, in the principal or most advantageous market, at
the measurement date.
Initial recognition
Non-current assets are initially recorded at cost or at the value of any liabilities assumed, plus any incidental cost
involved with the acquisition.
Where assets are acquired at no value, or minimal value, they are recorded at their fair value in the Statement of
Financial Position. However, if the assets are acquired at no or nominal value as part of a restructuring of administrative
arrangements then the assets are recognised at book value (that is the amount recorded by the transferor public
authority immediately prior to the restructure).
Revaluation
Non-current tangible assets are valued at fair value and revaluation of non-current assets or group of assets is only
performed when its fair value at the time of acquisition is greater than $1.5 million and estimated useful life is greater
than three years.
As the Authority does not hold assets that meet this criteria, assets have not been revalued.
Fair value hierarchy
The Authority classifies fair value measurement using the following fair value hierarchy that reflects the significance of
the inputs used in making the measurements, based on the data and assumptions used in the most recent revaluation:

•

Level 1 – traded in active markets and is based on unadjusted quoted prices in active markets for identical assets or
liabilities that the entity can access at measurement date.

•

Level 2 – not traded in an active market and are derived from inputs (inputs other than quoted prices included within
level 1) that are observable for the asset, either directly or indirectly.

•

Level 3 – not traded in an active market and are derived from unobservable inputs.

The Authority’s policy is to recognise transfers into and out of fair value hierarchy levels as at the end of the reporting
period.
During 2018 and 2019, the Authority had no valuations categorised into level 1; there were no transfers of assets
between level 1 and 2 fair value hierarchy levels and there were no changes in valuation technique.
Fair value classification – non-financial assets at 30 June 2019
Level 3
$'000
278
12
261
59
26
734
909
2 279

Recurring fair value measurements
Land
Buildings and improvements
Infrastructure
Vehicles
Computer equipment
Furniture and fittings
Plant and equipment
Total recurring fair value measurements
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Fair value (continued)

Fair value measurements as at 30 June 2018
Level 3
$'000
278
13
283
47
47
805
801
2 274

Recurring fair value measurements
Land
Buildings and improvements
Infrastructure
Vehicles
Computer equipment
Furniture and fittings
Plant and equipment
Total recurring fair value measurements

Financial instruments
Financial Risk Management
Risk management is managed by the Authority's corporate services section. Authority risk management policies are in
accordance with the Risk Management Policy Statement issued by the Premier and Treasurer and the principles
established in the Australian Standard Risk Management Principles and Guidelines.
The Authority's exposure to financial risk (liquidity risk, credit risk and market risk) is low due to the nature of the financial
instruments held.
Liquidity risk
The Authority is funded principally from revenue received from licence fees and waste levies. The Authority works with
the Department of Treasury and Finance to determine the cash flows associated with its Government approved program
of work and to ensure funding is provided through SA Government budgetary processes to meet the expected cash
flows.
Credit Risk
The Authority has policies and procedures in place to ensure that transactions occur with customers with appropriate
credit history.
No collateral is held as security and no credit enhancements relate to financial assets held by the Authority.
Impairment of financial assets
Loss allowances for receivables are measured at an amount equal to lifetime expected credit loss using the simplified
approach in AASB 9. The Authority uses a combined approach where the Authority considers receivables that are
impaired and then applied a provision matrix as a practical expedient to measure lifetime expected credit losses on the
remaining non-government debtors.
To measure the expected credit losses, receivables are grouped based on shared risks characteristics and the days past
due. When estimating expected credit loss, the Authority considers reasonable and supportable information that is
relevant and available without undue cost or effort. This includes both quantitative and qualitative information and
analysis, based on the Authority’s historical experience and informed credit assessment, including forward-looking
information.
The maximum period considered when estimating expected credit losses is the maximum contractual period over which
the Authority is exposed to credit risk.
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Financial instruments (continued)

The expected credit loss of government debtors is considered to be nil based on the external credit ratings and nature of
the counterparties.
Loss rates are calculated based on the probability of a receivable progressing through stages to write off based on the
common risk characteristics of the transaction and debtor.
The following table provides information about the exposure to credit risk and ECL for non-government debtors.

Current (not past due)
1 - 30 days past due
31 - 60 days past due
61 - 90 days past due
More than 90 days past due
Loss allowance

Debtor gross carrying amount
$'000
753
151
45
16
689

Loss %
0.00%
0.08%
21.30%
7.91%
20.83%*

Lifetime expected
losses $'000
10
1
192
203**

* This reflects the average loss percentage applied to debtors aged 91-150 days overdue, 151-180 days overdue, 181
days to 1 year overdue and more than 1 year overdue.
** This reflects the increase in the opening provision for doubtful debts of $78 000 plus the $125 000 increase in
provision during 2018-19. These figures include the $78 000 opening adjustment to provisions because some of the
debtors at 1 July 2018 remain debtors at 30 June 2019.
Loss rates are based on actual history of credit loss, these rates have been adjusted to reflect differences between
previous economic conditions, current conditions and the department’s view of the forecast economic conditions over the
expected life of the receivables.
Impairment losses are presented as net impairment losses within net result, subsequent recoveries of amounts
previously written off are credited against the same line item.
Receivables are written off when there is no reasonable expectation of recovery. Indicators that there is no reasonable
expectation of recovery include the failure of a debtor to enter into a payment plan with the Authority and a failure to
make contractual payments for a period of greater than 90 days past due.
The Authority considers that its cash and cash equivalents have low credit risk based on the external credit ratings of the
counterparties and therefore the expected credit loss is nil.
In the comparative period, the impairment of receivables was assessed based on the incurred loss model. The
allowance was recognised when there was objective evidence that a receivable was impaired. The allowance for
impairment was recognised in other expenses for specific debtors and debtors assessed on a collective basis for which
such evidence existed.
Market risk
The Authority does not trade in foreign currency, nor enter into transactions for speculative purposes, nor for hedging.
The Authority does not undertake any hedging in relation to interest or foreign currency risk and manages its risk as per
the government’s risk management strategy articulated in TI 23 Management of Foreign Currency Exposures.
Exposure to interest rate risk may arise through its interest bearing liabilities, including borrowings. The Authority’s
interest bearing liabilities are managed through the South Australian Government Financing Authority (SAFA) and any
movement in interest rates are monitored on a daily basis. There is no exposure to foreign currency or other price risks.
There have been no changes in risk exposure since the last reporting period.

49

Environment Protection Authority
Notes to and forming part of the financial statements

for the year ended 30 June 2019
11.3.

Financial instruments (continued)

Categorisation of Financial Instruments
Details of the significant accounting policies and methods adopted including the criteria for recognition, the basis of
measurement, and the basis on which income and expenses are recognised with respect to each class of financial asset,
financial liability and equity instrument are disclosed in the respective financial asset/liability note.
The carrying amounts are detailed below of each of the following categories of financial assets and liabilities:

•

Loan and receivables

•

Financial liabilities measured at cost.

The Authority does not recognise any financial assets or financial liabilities at fair value, but does disclose fair value in
the notes. All of the resulting fair value estimates are included in level 2 as all significant inputs required are observable.

•

The carrying value less impairment provisions of receivables and payables is a reasonable approximation of their fair
values due to the short-term nature of these (refer Notes 6.2 and 7.1).
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Financial instruments (continued)

Classification applicable from 1 July 2018 under AASB 9 Financial Instruments
On initial recognition, a financial asset which is a debt instrument is classified as measured at amortised cost, fair value
through other comprehensive income or fair value through profit or loss. A financial asset which is an equity instrument is
classified as measured at fair value through other comprehensive income or fair value through profit or loss.
A financial asset is measured at amortised cost if it meets both of the following conditions:

•

It is held within a business model whose objective is to hold assets to collect contractual cash flows

•

Its contractual terms give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments of principal and interest only
on the principal amount outstanding.

The Authority measures all financial instruments at amortised cost.

Category of financial asset and
Notes
financial liability
Financial assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents
Financial assets at amortised
cost
Receivables
Total financial assets
Financial liabilities
Financial liabilities at
amortised cost
Payables
Total financial liabilities

(1)(2)

(1)

2019

2018

Carrying
amount/fair
value
$'000

Carrying
amount/fair
value
$'000

Within 1
year
$'000

1-5 years
$'000

More than
5 years
$'000

29 799

26 571

29 799

-

-

19

29

19

-

-

29 818

26 600

29 818

-

-

930
930

642
642

930
930

-

-

(1) The receivable and payable amounts disclosed here exclude amounts relating to statutory receivables and payables
(for example Commonwealth, State and Local Govt taxes, fees and charges: Auditor-General's Department audit fees).
In government, certain rights to receive or pay cash may not be contractual and therefore, in these situations, the
requirements will not apply. Where rights or obligations have their source in legislation such as levies, tax and
equivalents, they would be excluded from the disclosure. The standard defines contract as enforceable by law. All
amounts recorded are carried at amortised cost.
(2) The receivables amount disclosed here excludes prepayments. Prepayments are presented in Note 6.2 as trade and
other receivables in accordance with paragraph 78(b) of AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements. However,
prepayments are not financial assets as defined in AASB 132 Financial Instruments: Presentation as the future economic
benefit of these assets is the receipt of goods and services rather than the right to receive cash or another financial
asset.
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Abbreviations
Abbreviation

Description

ABC

Adelaide Brighton Cement

CARES

Complaints and Reports of Environmental Significance
reporting system

CASA

Civil Aviation Safety Authority

C&D

construction and demolition

CDS

Container deposit scheme

CO

Carbon monoxide

CUO

Clean-up Orders

DEM

Department for Energy and Mining

DEW

Department for Environment and Water

DPTI

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure

EIP

Environment improvement program

EP Act

Environment Protection Act 1993

EPO

Environment Protection Order

ERD Court

Environment, Resources and Development Court

ERT

Emergency Response Team

FAQs

Frequently asked questions

GM Holden

General Motors Holden

IWCB

Investigations and Waste Compliance Branch

PDI Act

Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016

PFAS

per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances

PFAS IGA

Intergovernmental Agreement on a National Framework
for Responding to PFAS Contamination

PFAS NEMP

National Environmental Management Plan for PFAS

PIRSA

Department of Primary Industries and Regions SA

PM2.5
PM10

Particulate matter that has a diameter of 2.5
micrometers or less
Particulate matter that has a diameter of 10 micrometres
or less

RPC Act

Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982

SKM

SKM Corporate Pty Ltd

SOER

State of the Environment Report

WHS

Work health and safety
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